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Part 1:  Descriptive and Theological Foundations 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: Motivating Perspectives 
 
 

An ‘Eternal Gospel’ Perspective 
 

The originating root of the gospel is set firmly in the ‘before time’ counsels of the Triune Godhead, and the 
consummate purpose and outcome of the gospel is revealed in varied Scriptural glimpses into that eternal state 
when Christ “delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father” and “God may be all in all” (I Cor. 15:24, 28). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s great work of amazing grace in saving sinners was designed and defined from “before the foundation of the 
world”, and its ‘in time’ accomplishment centered around the incarnation of the Son and His substitutionary 
atonement through death as “the Lamb who has been slain”, even the “Lamb who takes away the sin of the world”.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This “gospel” is entirely “according to [God’s] own purpose”, and is wholly according to “grace”, being granted to 
sinners entirely as a free gift apart from any self-initiated works.  Notice that the purpose and call of God not only 
occurred before creation of the world, but also that the “holy calling” directed toward sinners to repent is 
deliberately disconnected from “our works”.  In particular, the words “called” and “granted” are in the past tense, 
accenting the fact that the saving purpose and call of God was formed from before man was created and by grace 
alone, although premised entirely on the predestined death of the Son who, as the provided “Lamb of God”, alone 
brings “life and immortality to light through the gospel”.  This gospel of our salvation had its tap root in eternity past, 
its destined accomplishment to be realized in time, and its purposed ultimate result to be realized in eternity future.   
 

Now the revealed end of God’s gospel is “bringing many sons to glory” (Heb. 2:10) and, to an even far greater end, to 
magnify the glory of the Son – the glory of Lamb who was slain.  All of God’s works are purposed for the magnifying 
of His own glory, and God’s most gracious work of salvation, to be realized by sinners in and through the incarnate 
Son alone, forms the most worthy basis for attributing glory and highest exaltation of honor to the Son. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This foundational perspective concerning the gospel, when pondered by redeemed sinners from the viewpoint of 
purpose, grace, and eternal glory, and from that far greater respect which belongs to the Lamb of glory, should stir all 
blood-bought sinners to search out the deeper workings inherent to God’s glorious gospel, and then to revel in the 
wonder of those stupendous truths implicit in the manifold dimensions of God’s saving work. 
 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, … just as He chose (elected) us in [Christ] 

before the foundation of the world, …”   
Eph. 1:3-6 

“And all who dwell on the earth will worship [the beast],  
everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation 
of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.”  

 Rev. 13:8 

 

“who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works,  
but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus  

from all eternity (from before the world began [KJV]), but now  
has been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who abolished death,  

and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,”  II Tim. 1:9-10 

“Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power 
and riches and wisdom and might  

and honor and glory and blessing.”  Rev. 5:12  

“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb,  
be blessing and honor and glory and dominion  

forever and ever.” Rev. 5:13  

“And I saw another angel 
flying in midheaven, having 
an eternal gospel to preach 

to those who live on the 
earth …”  Rev. 14:6 
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A ‘Gospel–Discipleship’ Perspective 
 

When thinking of the gospel, there is a tendency among some to immediately move to a ‘program presentation’ of 
statements such as the “4 Spiritual Laws”, or to a version of the “Romans Road”, or to some other succinct statement 
that sets forth in quite basic and simple terms an answer to the question “What must I do to be saved?”.  Such 
‘presentation statements’ certainly have their place, and every disciple ought to have some presentation of this sort 
at ‘finger-tip ready’ in their ‘witness arsenal’.  However, this author’s first objective in this study of the glorious 
gospel of our glorious Lord Jesus Christ is our discipleship through the gospel, and our being equipped to fulfill, as the 
Apostle Paul notes, our stewardship of the gospel.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Apostle Paul had been entrusted with the treasures and mysteries of the gospel by a divine calling, even one 
before God having both an “assigned stewardship” and an “administration responsibility” on behalf of His gospel. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is a failed understanding, even a serious error, to think that to be engaged in a study of the gospel is to be engaged 
with ‘surface elements’ and the ‘milk’ of the Word.  It is, in truth of fact, quite the opposite.  It is uniquely and 
gloriously in the gospel that we encounter the deep mysteries of God and of His amazing grace.  The stupendous 
works of God, whether in creation, in the incarnation, in the great doctrines of salvation, or in the consummation of 
all things in Christ and all things reconciled to Himself, ought to occupy the creature made in God’s image with a most 
studious devotion.   
 

Furthermore, it is a serious error to think of the gospel, and the call of salvation accomplished in the complete salvific 
working in Christ, as detached from the call to discipleship and sanctification – a call which is powerfully articulated in 
Scripture.   Such thinking has invaded multiple segments of the modern church, but it had no root in the vibrant 
church of the Reformation and was decidedly foreign to the church during the subsequent ‘age of orthodoxy’ (say, 
the 1500s through the 1700s).   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Let a man regard us 
in this manner,  

as servants of Christ, 
and stewards of the 

mysteries of God.   
In this case, 

moreover, it is 
required of stewards 

that one be found 
trustworthy/faithful.”  

I Cor. 4:1-2 

The “mysteries of God” most certainly include the mystery of God’s great and gracious 
work of salvation of sinners under wrath and condemnation.  Such a “mystery work” is 
surely centered integrally on and connected integrally with: a) God’s making man in His 
own image as the apex of His creative work; b) God’s “before creation” purpose in the 
incarnation; c) His purpose in the crucifixion, resurrection, and ascension of Christ; and 
d) His appointment of the risen, glorified and ascended Christ as perpetual High Priest. 

 

The “mysteries of God” abound in regard to the gospel.  Thus, God’s saving work as  
set forth in His Gospel is a subject worthy of studied investigation into the totality of its 

detail, and is a stewardship that ought to be faithfully pursued and dutifully fulfilled  
by all redeemed, regenerated, and reconciled saints. 

“For if I preach the gospel, I 
have nothing to boast of, for I 

am under compulsion;  
for woe is me if I do not preach 

the gospel.  For if I do this 
voluntarily, I have a reward;  

but if against my will, I have a 
stewardship entrusted to me”.   

I Cor. 9:16-17 

When the Apostle Paul spoke of his obligation and his eagerness to preach the 
gospel (God’s gospel) in Rome––the good news which is the “power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes” whether Jew or Gentile––he wrote  
the Book of Romans, not at all a simplistic “4-point read and believe” statement.  

On the contrary, Romans is a detailed presentation of the greatness and profundity 
of God’s redeeming/saving work.  The Apostle’s presentation in this epistle starts at 
creation, moves on to declare how God brings sinners out from under wrath unto 

peace with God, then on to conformity to the image of Christ, the Father’s  
Beloved Son, and ultimately to eternal glory as reconciled, glorified saints. 

Comment: 
This separation of gospel from discipleship and sanctification may derive, to a significant 

degree, from an over-emphasis on “decision-based” evangelism which arose largely in the 
American church during the mid-to-later 1800s.  Such emphasis places particular focus 

directed more toward urging sinners to a public “profession of faith in Christ” than to a true 
conversion – a true repentance and a faith commitment to know and follow Christ as Lord. 
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A ‘Creation–Redemption’ Perspective 
 

Both creation and redemption were planned in the boardroom of God’s eternal dwelling “before the foundation of 
the world.”  Both great works were fully ordained before the eternal Godhead embarked on that astonishing work of 
calling into existence ex nihilo the entire space-time-matter cosmos, including every form of organic life contained 
within it.  God’s deliberate revelation of His pre-ordination of these great works places accent on the truth that both 
are deserving of diligent study – a study to discern something of both His purposes as well as the splendor and glory 
of His character and work––both the “work of His fingers” (creation) as well as the “work of His mighty outstretched 
arm” (salvation).  These are both stupendous workings of omniscient omnipotence, and they stand apart as 
deserving of focused study and continual celebration.  Scripture contains frequent appeals emphasizing this very 
point.  As brief examples, consider the following statements recorded for our attention in the Book of Psalms. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is also important to note that these two great works, creation and redemption, are inseparably linked in the plan 
and purpose of God.  As such, there is a truly high and unifying purpose, not distinct and separate purposes, that 
underlie God’s action in these great works.  God was pleased to reveal His person and His splendor to creatures made 
in His own image, and He purposed that these creatures might joyfully reflect the glory of His person through their 
studied delight in knowing the majesty and purpose of their infinitely glorious Creator through His works.  This most 
glorious work of saving condemned creatures made in His image, accomplished at supreme cost and leading to a 
most gracious offer of a most precious gift, warrants careful, repetitive, and thoughtful study.  Why?  Because only 
through His mighty saving work can His high and holy creative purpose be realized.  And, only through diligent 
investigation of the great works of God will we fit ourselves to fulfill our calling to worship Him fully “in spirit and in 
truth,” and to therein effectively “go and make disciples of all nations.” 
 

Our conversant grasp of the profound and precious details of these two great works of God, both of which underlie 
His purposes and plans for His saints, is the foundation on which the very substance to our faith rests and fuels the 
vitality of our walk of faith.  God forbid that we should be content to be shallow in our understanding of His mighty 
and glorious works, and that we would offer a cheap affection in worship because we are uninitiated when it comes 
to comprehending Him in the fullness of His majestic glory.  The present study is motivated, at least in part, by this 
consideration, and most particularly by a desire to magnify our great God and His only appointed Savior, Jesus Christ, 
in the glory of His salving work of amazing grace.  
 

“Until religious teachers 
inculcate clearly, fully, and 

practically, the grace of God as 
manifold in the Gospel,  

we shall have no vigorous 
growth of piety [practical 

holiness and sanctified living] 
among professing Christians.” 

Archibald Alexander (1844) 

“We should not think of the 
call to salvation in Christ and 

the call [by Christ] to 
discipleship as different 

[distinct].  They are simply two 
ways to understand the same 
supernatural work of effectual 

calling [by the Holy Spirit].” 
Smallman 

“The challenge to disciple believers 
through a depth presentation of the 

gospel is one that constantly  
needs to be restated.” 

Smallman 

“… the word a believer must  
continue to hear to be an effective 

disciple is gospel.” 
Jerry Bridges 

“Great are the works of the LORD; they are studied 
(sought out) by all who delight in them.  Splendid and 
majestic is His work; and His righteousness endures 

forever.  He has made His wonderful acts to be 
remembered (as memorials); the LORD is gracious and 
compassionate.  …  The works of His hands are truth 
and justice; all His precepts are sure (trustworthy).  

They are upheld forever and ever; they are performed 
in truth and uprightness.  He has sent redemption to 

His people; He has ordained His covenant forever;  
Holy and awesome is His name.”   

 Ps. 111:2-4, 7-9 

“I will sing for joy at the works of Thy hands.  
How great are Thy works, O LORD!   

Thy thoughts (purposes) are very deep.”  
 Ps. 92:4b-5 

“Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders which 
Thou hast done, and Thy thoughts toward us; 

there is none to compare with Thee;  
if I would declare and speak of them, they 

would be too numerous to count.”  
 Ps. 40:5 
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Skeleton Overview of God’s Great Work of Amazing Grace 

The Operation of the Gospel from Creation to Consummation 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creation 
All “very good” 

(superlatively good) 

Consummation 
All “very good” 

(super-superlatively good) 

Created Man  
Adam  

(able to not sin  
and able to sin) 

Redeemed, 
Regenerated and 
Reconciled Man 

(able to not sin, 
yet committing sin) 

[free from condemnation 
with respect to all sin] 

Glorified Man  
(not able to sin) 

Created Man  
(Adam) 
Tested 

Fallen Man 

(not able to 
not sin) 

[under eternal 
condemnation] 

The Gospel, God’s mighty working of amazing grace 
through which He redeems, reconciles and 

transforms fallen man into glorified man, has 
particular redemptive relevance that extends over 

the whole age between the Fall and Consummation. 
However, even as the Gospel has profound “before 
creation” roots, so also it has “forever” implication 
for the eternal ages following the end of this age. 

Comment 
The Gospel pertains to 
God’s gracious working 

whereby He takes a 
person from the state 

F to R to G  
as noted in the 
diagram; from a 

helpless, condemned 
sinner to a reconciled, 
justified sinner, and to 
ultimate ‘whole-being’ 

glorification.   
The Gospel is God’s 
declaration of His 

stupendous work of 
grace which takes a 
sinner all the way 

home – from being 
unable to not sin to 

being an authentically 
holy one … from a 
condemned sinner  
to a glorified saint.  

 

The transformative 
working whereby 

sinners are taken from 
F to R to G, and  

the operational means 
whereby God has 

purposed to 
accomplish such a 

great work without 
compromising His 

holiness, His justice 
and His righteousness, 
is the essence of God’s 

Gospel.  Such a 
comprehensive work 

merits detailed 
exploration of its riches 
plus its height of glory. 

“   God created man … 
after His own image and 

likeness, good, righteous, 
and holy, capable in all 
things to will agreeably  

to the will of God.” 
Belgic Confession (1561)  

Art. 14 (part 1)  

How? 
By God’s sanctifying 
work of grace as set 
forth in His Gospel 

How? 
By God’s mercy 
and grace as set 

forth in His Gospel 

C 

F 

R 

G 

Salvation is a work of God in mercy and grace that is so profound in quality,  
so far reaching in effect, and so comprehensive in detail, that even with 

possession of the rich treasures of divine revelation and the gift of the Spirit,  
we cannot go far in plumbing its depths of cost, nor its heights of effect,  

nor its wealth of intricate facets of working and its grandeur of  
truth concerning the character of God.  

God’s eternal purpose in His Gospel is to fulfill two primary and 
absolutely necessary objectives:   

 to provide an effectual and just means whereby the penal 
effects of sin can be comprehensively overcome; and  

 to provide an effectual and just means whereby man, the 
judged and condemned sinner, can be brought to such a 
state of holiness that suits him perfectly for living in  
‘face relationship’ with the infinitely holy Creator.  

The question of deep significance before us in relation to the Gospel is:   

     How can God accomplish such great ends without compromising His holiness  
        or violating His infinitely stiff standards of righteousness and justice? 
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Man:  The Creature Made in God’s Image 
 

The Scriptures declare, in a statement with truly profound implication, “God created man in His 
own image.”  This statement reveals the vital truths that God is the sovereign, omnipotent Creator; that 
man is a creature, subservient to the Creator; and that the essential nature of the Creator is intimately 
reflected in the very essence of man in a significant and blessed, although somewhat mysterious, way.  
Important aspects of God’s nature that are also intrinsic to man include: a tri-unity in essence; an 
eternality of essence; and a capacity for rational thought, communication, reasoned choices, and 
engagement in emotional relationships, both with fellow man and with God.  It is declared unequivocally 
in Scripture that man has an intellectual-moral-spirit likeness to God, and it is self-evident in creation 
that man is entirely distinct from and decidedly more advanced in his capacities for mental, emotional 
and volitional activity than even the highest forms of animal life.  Man’s uniqueness relative to all other 
forms of created life consists most certainly in his distinctive capacity for self-consciousness, and in his 
irrepressible and undeniable capacity for God-consciousness (i.e., his spirit dimension). 
 

Now, it is important to recognize the truth that God purposed to create man for His own 
pleasure – God does all things for His pleasure and for His glory.  When Elohim, the Triune God, said, 
“Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness,” He was expressing His desire to complete 
that crowning, purposeful, creative work designed to bring Him everlasting delight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scriptures reveal that man was created in a state having physical perfection, intellectual 
brilliance, moral innocence, and spiritual holiness.  God, who is fearfully and infinitely holy, could not 
and would not continue in fellowship with creatures made in His image unless they were holy.  At the 
conclusion of the sixth day of creation week, God surveyed the whole of His creative working and 
declared that everything He had made was “very good.”  However, the Creator so ordained that man, 
the creature in His image, would have to prove and sustain his own personal holiness through 
continued, volitional allegiance to the authority and word of his Creator.  Failure to perform the 
Creator’s word with even a single deviation, according to the sovereign Creator’s command, would 
require that man would “surely die.”  This was certainly no idle threat.  Since man created in the image 
of God is eternal, this declaration was a judgment with devastating consequences. 
 

Disobeying God is an act of treachery against the holy Creator, and Bible calls it sin.  Because 
God is immutably righteous, and since He can never act contrary to His holiness nor compromise His 
justice, He must declare the sinner deserving of condemnation, yea, a ‘death-judgment’.  This judgment 
of death included both physical death and spiritual death (i.e., relational separation from God).  
However, God in mercy allows the sinner to continue to live physically for a time He prescribes for each 
individual, but He must sever any ‘face-relationship’ with any creature who commits sin. 
 

The possibility that man could rebel against the command 
of God was both real and serious.  And, tragically, what was possible 
became a reality.  The Scriptures declare, and history confirms, that  
the first man, Adam, willfully transgressed God’s explicit command.  
As a consequence, instead of realizing the joy of fulfilling God’s  
blessed purpose for man, Adam lost his privileged position of living in relational communion with his 
holy Creator and, as God promised, a reign of death was thrust into and upon all creation … and Adam, 
as the “federal progenitor-head”, surely died. 
 
 

“… there is one God, the Father, from whom 
are all things, and we exist for Him; and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, 
and we exist through Him.”    I Cor. 8:6 

“For from Him and through Him and to Him are all 
things.  To Him be glory forever.”    Rom. 11:36 

 

“For by Him all things were created, … all things have 
been created by Him and for Him.”    Col. 1:16 

“Thine eyes are too pure 
to approve (look at) evil, 
and Thou canst not look 

on wickedness with favor.”   
 Hab. 1:13. 
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Basic Facts Regarding 
Created Man, Fallen Man, and Man’s Creator-Redeemer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fallen Man 
 

1. All bear the image of God … all 
are soul/spirit beings retaining 
an intrinsic capacity to know 
God and relate to God 

 

2. All inherit a sin nature from 
Adam … all are born into this 
world with a nature that is bent 
toward sin, self-centeredness, 
and God-ward hostility  

 

3. All commit sin … all willfully 
transgress the righteous 
standards established by the 
Creator and fall far short of His 
just requirement for life in His 
presence.  

 

4. All are under indictment of 
death … all are born spiritually 
dead, destined to die physically, 
and destined for eternal 
punishment. 

 

5. All are judicially guilty before 
God … all are so contaminated 
by personal sin they are unable 
to change either their position 
before God or their nature as 
transgressors of God’s righteous 
standards, and thereby know 
God’s acceptance and favor. 

 

6. All are helplessly estranged from 
God … all are in need of divine 
intervention in order to be 
reconciled to God and to be 
granted a righteousness that 
corresponds to God’s perfect, 
uncompromising standard. 

Creator-Redeemer 
 

1. God, fearful in holiness, 
cannot engage in “before His 
face” communal relationship 
of acceptance, approval and 
favor with unholy creatures. 

 

2. God, the holy Creator, is 
greatly offended by the sin of 
man, and man is, for this 
reason, alienated from God; 
communal relationship 
between God and man has 
been devastatingly damaged 
– even tragically severed. 

 

3. God, sovereign Creator, 
alone sets the consequences 
of, and the requisite penalty 
for, the creature’s sin. 

 

4. God, righteous and true, 
cannot set aside His justice 
and simply cancel man’s sin 
(i.e., forgive sin without just 
satisfaction of its due 
penalty). 

 

5. God, immutably holy in His 
character, cannot change His 
attitude toward sin without a 
perfectly righteous 
satisfaction of His justice. 

 

6. God, perfectly righteousness 
and absolute in sovereignty, 
sets the straight and stiff 
standard for satisfaction of 
His justice, and the singular 
basis on which man might be 
reconciled to Himself. 

Created Man  
 

1. Created a physical 
being with an 
earthy body 
housing a soul-
spirit essence. 

 

2. Created a soul-
spirit person – 
created a rational, 
moral being with a 
God-conscious 
immortal essence. 

 

3. Created to fulfill a 
steward-rulership 
over ‘lower’ 
creation.  

 

4. Created in a state 
of soul-integrity, 
moral innocence, 
and spirit purity.  

 

5. Created a person 
with a right moral 
understanding, a 
right volitional 
disposition, a true 
knowledge, and a 
relational essence 
to interact with 
the Creator. 

 

6. Created with a 
relational position 
of peace, favor, 
and unhindered 
acceptance with 
God, the Creator. 

The Redemptive Issue 
Comparing facts detailed in these columns clarifies both man’s dilemma and God’s  

salvific “challenge”.  Man’s dilemma is that there are “none righteous”, and God’s “challenge” is that 
He is immutably righteous – He always works with unfailingly strict adherence to those 

stiff (rigidly unbendable) standards of justice and righteousness that define His holy character.   
As such, the resolution of man’s dilemma must come from outside creation, which means it must 

come from God alone if man’s dilemma is to ever be resolved.  It is starkly clear that only the Creator 
can rescue fallen man, but how can the immutably holy Creator justly provide all that is both 

necessary and sufficient to meet man in his need, and rescue him from his deserved judgment? 
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The Two Basic Attitudes of God Toward Man 
AND 

The Two Mutually Exclusive Positions  
of Man in Relation to God 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

ALL 
Sinners 

NONE 
Righteous 

   God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

      Holy,  Righteous,  Just,  Wrathful 
  Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Salvation Basics #1:  Truths Concerning God, 
 Man’s Creator-Judge-Redeemer 

 

 As awesome holy One, God will not engage any “before 
His face” communal relationship of acceptance and 
favor with unholy creatures. 

 

 As holy Creator and Judge, God is greatly offended by 
the sin of man––man is therefore alienated from God. 

 

 As holy LawGiver and Judge, man’s cosmic treason 
required a verdict by God of severance of communal 
relationship with man. 

 

 As sovereign Creator, God alone sets the consequences 
of and penalty for the creature’s sin. 

 

 As righteous sovereign, God cannot set aside His justice 
and simply cancel man’s sin––He cannot forgive sin 
without a wholly just satisfaction of its due penalty. 

 

 In His immutably holy character, God cannot change His 
attitude toward sin without a perfectly righteous 
satisfaction of His justice. 

 

 In His righteous and holy sovereignty, God alone defines 
bases for satisfaction of His justice and the standard 
whereby man might be reconciled to Himself.  

 

God holds two distinct and very 
contrasting attitudes toward 

“God kind” creatures – creatures 
in His image.   He holds either: 
 an attitude of wrath toward 

man “the sinner” – man the 
treasonous transgressor of 
God’s standard for creature 
righteousness;  

 or, an attitude of peace 
toward man who is righteous 
(i.e., righteous in exacting 
conformity with the stiff and 
straight standards which 
define God’s righteousness). 

 

When Adam transgressed God’s 
righteous standard as a 

responsible law-keeper, God’s 
attitude toward him changed.  

God’s attitude changed  
 from unconditional approval, 

unqualified acceptance, and 
unrestrained favor;  

 to wrathful disapproval, 
relational separation, and 
consignment to judgment. 

 

The most challenging question of 
all the ages which every person 

must confront is:   
How can God who is holy in  
His sovereignty, and who is 

righteously just in all His ways 
and works, change His attitude 
toward sinful creatures without 

compromising His justice and 
transgressing His own stiff 
standard of righteousness?   

That is, how can God reverse His 
attitude toward man without 

negotiating His holiness? 
The answer to this question is 
contained within the content 
and working of God’s Gospel. 

The gulf between these two antithetical attitudes 
justly held by God can only be bridged by a divine 

work of exacting design, stupendous power, 
inconceivable mercy, and immeasurable grace.  



9 

 

 

 

The Two Basic Attitudes of God Toward Man 
AND 

The Two Mutually Exclusive Positions  
of Man in Relation to God 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

ALL 
Sinners 

NONE 
Righteous 

How can 
anyone 
come to 

know 
peace 

with God? 

   God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

      Holy,  Righteous,  Just,  Wrathful 
  Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

“The eyes of the LORD are 
toward the righteous,  

and His ears are open to 
their cry.  The face of the 
LORD is against evildoers, 
to cut off the memory of 

them from the earth.” 
Psalms 34:15-16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The goal and glory of God’s saving work of amazing grace is to: 
 move a sinner under God’s just wrath to a righteous standing, knowing peace with God;  

 move a sinner alienated from God to a righteous standing, reconciled fully with God;  

 move a sinner separated from God to a righteous standing, in living union with God;  

 transform a sinner hostile to God to a righteous standing, with authentic love for God. 

“For in Thy sight no 
man living is 

righteous. 
Psalms 143:2b 

 

“There is none 
righteous, not even 
one … there is none 

who does good,  
there is not  
even one.”  

“All have sinned and 
fall short of the  
glory of God.”   

Romans 3:10-12, 23 

“For the wrath of 
God is revealed from 

heaven against all 
ungodliness and 
unrighteousness  

of men.”   
Romans 1:18 

 

“And you were dead 
in your trespasses 

and sins … and were 
by nature children  

of wrath.”   
Ephesians 2:1-3 

A Fundamental Fact 
 

Man is a sinner by nature 
and is helpless to restore 
himself to a position of 

righteous standing and favor 
before his Creator. 

Crucial Questions 
 

How can one who is dead in 
sin become alive to God? 

How can one who is hostile 
to God come to know  

reconciliation with God? 

“Indeed there is not a 
righteous man on earth 

who does good and 
never sins.”   

Eccl. 7:20 
 

“Behold, Thou wast 
angry, for we sinned, … 
and shall we be saved?   

For all of us have 
become like one who is 
unclean, and all of our 

righteous deeds are like 
a filthy garment; …   

There is none who calls 
on Thy name, …   

Thou hast hidden Thy 
face from us, and hast 
delivered us into the 

power of our iniquities.”   
Isaiah 64:5-7 

 

“Thine eyes are too pure 
to approve evil, and 

Thou canst not  
look on wickedness  

with favor.”   
Habakkuk 1:13 

 

“Who can say,  ‘I have 
cleansed my heart, 

 I am pure from sin?’ ”  
Prov. 20:9 

 

These are questions of the 
ages … and questions whose 
answers are contained in the 

content and the working 
detailed only in God’s Gospel.  
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Man’s Helplessness in His Radically Fallen State 
 

Man in his radically fallen state, sometimes described by the term “total depravity”, means that 
man cannot do anything to affect his relationship to God apart from a special creative working by God, 
the Holy Spirit.  It does not mean that man is exhaustively reprobate, as bad as he can possibly be.  
Rather, it means that man is completely incapable of lifting himself to a position of merit or acceptance 
before God who is righteous and holy.  Even the very best of a man’s efforts are futile and ineffective in 
moving oneself to a position of restored relationship, or even the slightest favor, before God.  Therefore, 
the term communicates the reality that man is as bad off in relation to God as he can possibly be; he is 
in a state of radical helplessness that the Scriptures repeatedly affirm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In spite of man’s radically hopeless and pervasively helpless position under God’s wrath toward 
sin, it is nevertheless true that God, man’s most loving and purposeful Creator, is unwilling to forever 
abandon these creatures made in His own image for His own glorious end in creation.  God faithfully 
sustains an abiding commitment to the fulfillment of His original end in creation, even one that was 
‘fore-anticipated’ in the eternal counsels of the Godhead.  It was His eternal purpose to sovereignly 
implement a salvific plan which He would bring to glorious consummation through His age-long, Triune 
working in sin-cursed world.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The reality of God’s commitment to His creative purpose for mankind, and of the eternal and changeless 
nature of His character, raises some deep and perplexing questions. 

 How can God rescue man from his sinful state without compromising His justice? 

 How can God renew relationship with sinful man without transgressing His holiness? 

 How can man acquire a standing before God that satisfies perfect righteousness? 

 How can God maintain His justice and justify (declare righteous) a sinner? 

 How, and on what basis, can man be saved from the righteous penalty of sin? 

 How can God who is righteous and true in all His works bringing any man to glory? 
 

Important fact to be confronted: The answers to these questions must be wholly consistent  
        with God’s unyielding standards of justice. 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Hear my prayer, O LORD, … for in Thy sight 
no man living is righteous.”   Ps 143:1-2 

 

“Who can say, ‘I have cleansed my heart,  
I am pure from sin?’ ”   Prov. 20:9  

 

“Indeed, there is not a righteous man on earth 
who does good and never sins.”    Eccl. 7:20 

 

 “If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

If we say that we have not sinned, we make 
Him a liar, and His word is not in us.”   

 I John 1:8,10 

“There is none righteous, not even one; there is 
none who understands, there is none who seeks for 

God; all have turned aside, … there is none who 
does good, not even one.  … for all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God.”   Rom. 3:10-23 
 

 “But a natural man does not accept the things of 
the Spirit of God; for they are foolishness to him, 

and cannot understand them,”   I Cor. 2:14 
 

“The heart is more deceitful than all else and is 
desperately sick; who can understand it?”   

Jer. 17:9 

“ ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I take no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked,  

but rather that the wicked turn from his way 
and live.  Turn back, turn back from your evil 
ways!  Why then will you die?’ ”   Ezek. 33:11 

“The Lord … is patient toward you, not wishing for any 
to perish, but for all to come to repentance.”   II Pet. 3:9 

 

“This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, who desires all men to be saved and to come to 

the knowledge of the truth.”    II Tim. 2:3-4 

“He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns the righteous, 
both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD.”   Prov. 17:15 
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An Inside View of Man –– Created & Fallen 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

   God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

Holy,  Righteous,  Just 
Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

alienation 
hostility 

separation Adam, as God created Man 

spirit 
(holy) 

soul  
 (innocent) 

body (perfect) 

Man in the image of God 
 

Peace     Relationship 
Fellowship     Life 

body (dying) 

soul (guilty) 
sin 

nature 

Adam after the Fall 

Fall 

S 

I 

N 

Generational Principle of Life 
 

Life of one kind can only  
beget life of the same kind 

 

All members of Adam’s  
race share his guilt  
and his sin nature 

Natural Man 

 
 

Anthropological Basics:  Fallen Man––Man the Sinner 
 

 All bear the image of God.  

All are spiritual beings with eternal souls, retaining an intrinsic 
capacity to know God and relate to God.  

 

 All inherit a sin nature from Adam.  

All are born with a nature hostile toward God, with an inclined 
rebelliousness against His authority and His commands.  

 

 All commit sin.  
All willfully transgress the commandments of God, and all 
consistently fall short of His just and immutable requirement of 
perfect righteousness.  

 

 All are helplessly estranged from God.  
All are in need of being reconciled to God and in possession of a 
righteousness that corresponds to God’s perfect standard.  

 

 All are under indictment of death.  

All are destined for physical death … and all are born spiritually 
dead––eternally separated from God unless spiritually reborn.   

 
 

Fallen Man  
 

Fallen man is “judged man”. 
 

The fall impacted:   
 man’s moral essence;  
 man’s volitional essence;  
 man’s intellectual essence. 
 man’s spiritual essence;  
 man’s relational essence; 
 man’s physical essence.   
 

Man’s relational essence was 
affected in all dutiful directions:  

 God-ward direction; 

 man-ward direction; 

 creation-ward direction.  
 

“The image of God in man is 
deformed, vitiated (weakened so 
as to spoil or pervert), mutilated, 
maimed, disfigured, and disease-

ridden.” 
Calvin 

A devastating state indeed! 

Consequences of The Fall  
 

Adam’s sin brought immediate 
alienation from God. 

Adam’s sin introduced a climate 
of hostility toward God. 

Adam’s sin necessitated a 
relational separation  

plus a legal condemnation.  
Previously Adam knew a reigning 

state of uninhibited relational 
communion and complete 

freedom under Law. 
 

These consequences of Adam’s 
sin, passed on to all his progeny 
through the “generational kind” 

principle of life, can only be 
overcome on behalf of man 

through a gracious and merciful 
intervention by the Creator – 
God’s working in His glorious 

Gospel of amazing grace. 
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Man’s Need:  Redemption, Regeneration and Reconciliation 
 

Although man enjoyed a glorious beginning, Adam’s defiance of God’s authority and his 
transgression of God’s command brought devastating consequences extending to even the farthest 
reaches of the universe, but most especially for man.  The moment Adam sinned, he “surely died.”  That 
is, his very nature was henceforth inflicted with an inherent predisposition to rebellion against God and 
His authority.  This change in essence of nature and of attitude toward God placed Adam under the just 
wrath of God who is forever holy.  The climate of peace and fellowship that had formerly characterized 
man’s living relationship with God was instantly replaced with a spirit of alienation from God and 
hostility directed toward God.  It was Adam who changed, not God.  And it was the essential change in 
Adam’s essence that solicited God’s change in His attitude toward man. 
 

The consequence of Adam’s one act of disobedience was to destine all of his progeny to share 
his same nature.  It is a fundamental generational principle (established by the sovereign Creator) that 
life of one kind only begets life of the same kind.  This is true in both the physical and the spiritual 
realms.  Therefore, all members of Adam’s race share Adam’s position in relation to God; they are 
separated from God, spiritually dead, and physically dying.  All mankind is like Adam after his sin, both in 
nature and in action.  All are sinners by nature and all commit sin by choice; all are separated from God 
because of essence of being inherited from Adam, and all are hostile toward God in their volitional 
actions.  Such is the sorry state of man in relation to God, his Creator. 
 

Question.  Does Adam’s transgression, and the generational principle of life affecting every 
member of his offspring, mean that man is therefore doomed forever?  And does it mean that 
God’s eternal purpose in creation for man is forever thwarted through man’s sin? 

 

The answer to this question, gloriously and blessedly, is a resounding “NO”!  Man is not doomed 
forever, and God’s eternal purpose will be realized in the great drama of redemption purposed from 
“before the world began”.  Our great Creator God was neither unprepared nor left helpless in the wake 
of man’s disobedience.  On the contrary, He already had a plan (a foreordained plan) in place that would 
both reverse the tragic consequences of the creature’s sin and rescue man from his hopeless and 
helpless state.  God’s amazing and gracious plan of redemption was ordained from “before the 
foundation of the world.”  It was a plan that would make possible the salvation of all creatures made in 
God’s own image from the just and righteous consequences of His wrath toward sin.  However, the cost 
of the plan carried an inestimably great price.   
 

God’s plan of redemption required nothing less than the sending of His only begotten Son (the 
Lord Jesus Christ) into the stream of humanity to meet all the exacting requirements of His justice, and 
to provide a just basis for the re-creative work demanded by His holiness, His righteousness, and His 
love.  The generational principle of life demands that eternal life can only come from a living, eternally-
righteous man – a being of the same kind that is to be rescued from sin.  Unending life in peaceful union 
with God can only come from One who Himself holds an eternal existence and possesses a personal 
holiness that unbars the way for peaceful, intimate relationship with the Holy Creator.  Hence, man’s 
renewal to spiritual life requires the creation of the holy Son of God, a perfectly righteous, 
representative man in the likeness of Adam.  It requires One in whom the eternal Holy Spirit reigns in 
place of that damning sin nature that reigns in Adam and his offspring. 
 

Clearly, redemption is a great and exacting work.  But God is absolutely sovereign and unlimited 
in power and wisdom, and nothing can ever prevent His sovereign will and purpose from being realized, 
not even the tragic defiance of man against his Creator that renders him unfit for his designed purpose, 
which is “to know God and enjoy Him forever” – with the accompanying end that the Creator can 
receive man’s worship and enjoy man forever. 
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Man’s Essential Salvific Need 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

Holy,  Righteous,  Just,  Wrathful 
Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

ALL 
Sinners 

NONE 
Righteous 

Man’s Helpless State 
 

a guilty identity (“in Adam”) 
 

under wrath 
 

condemned 
 

transgressor (law breaker) 
 

dead in sin 
 

hostile toward God 
 

comprehensively unrighteous 
 

alienated from God 

Man’s Salvific Need 
 

a comprehensively holy identity 
 

wrath justly appeased 
 

judicial sentence fully satisfied 
 

forgiveness of sin/transgression 
 

creation of a holy life principle 
 

implantation of a God-inclined attitude 
 

gift of authentically true righteousness 
 

removal of relational barriers before God 

Since God demands a perfect righteousness for relationship,  
and since man is helpless to produce a righteousness that satisfies 

God’s absolute standard, God must provide, in mercy, love and grace,  
the required righteousness as a free gift if man is ever to realize 

restored relationship with God.  Furthermore, God must accomplish  
this work entirely through a means which satisfies perfectly all 

demands of His justice, His righteousness and His holiness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Condemned before God 
By an act of divine judgment on 
Adam in his position as man’s 

‘representative man’, all mankind 
is assigned the guilt of Adam’s sin.  

Moreover, man is, by the 
‘generational principle of life’, 
born under the power of sin.   
All mankind stand, therefore, 

condemned before God because of 
the guilt of original sin and by the 
power of the “sin-factory nature” 
wherein every man commits sins. 

Alienated from God 
To be alienated is to be estranged, 
separated, or relationally-exiled.  

Fallen man (natural man) is 
relationally-exiled from the life of 

God.  As such, fallen man is 
outside the sphere of relational 
life with God – separated and 
excluded from any covenantal 

relationship with God and, 
therefore, in a helpless and 

hopeless position with respect to 
knowing life with God. 

Dead in Sin 
Man, by his “kind” relation to 

Adam and through his 
“generational” inheritance 

from Adam, possesses a 
corrupted ‘life-fountain’.   

As such, all “in Adam” 
descendants are dead to 

righteousness, lacking that  
‘life fountain’ whereby one 
possesses a holy identity.   

The life principle that fits man 
for favor with God is absent. 

Under Wrath 
Since man is by nature a 
‘committer’ of sin – even 
an unwitting committer 

of sin, and since a 
righteous and holy Judge 

must require 
“proportionate to the 

offense” satisfaction of 
justice before righteous 
wrath can be assuaged, 
wrath remains upon the 
“sons of disobedience”. 

 

Violation of established 
infinitely straight and 

stiff standards properly 
incurs righteous 

indignation on the part 
of the Creator. 

Yet these violated 
standards are precisely 

the requirement for 
communal relationship 
between God with man.  

Two ominous truths for every 
individual to confront seriously:  
 man, in relation to God, is as 

bad off as he can be;  
 man is helpless to change his 

position before God. 
Man is in a desperate dilemma 
with respect to God, his Judge. 
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Man’s Need:  Redemption 
 

Redemption means to ‘buy out of’, to ‘purchase,’ with a view toward the granting of freedom to 
the enslaved one who is to be redeemed.  In reference to God’s great work of salvation it means to be 
purchased out of the market place of enslavement to sin (i.e., out of a helpless position of being dead in 
trespasses and sins), and to be pardoned from the legal standing of condemnation as a sinner before 
God, and to be delivered from the just penalty of death – eternal separation from God. 

 

Redemption is that work whereby the required, just penalty for all transgressions and offenses 
by man (the sinner) against God (The Holy One) is paid in full by the atoning, propitiatory work of an 
innocent, righteous substitute.  There is both a reciprocal transfer and a direct payment involved in the 
work of redemption.  All the guilt of the sinner is transferred to the righteous substitute, the substitute 
endures the full and just penalty due the sinner, and the perfect righteousness of the substitute is 
transferred (imputed) to the sinner.  Essential requirements for the redemption of man from his helpless 
and hopeless position of enslavement to sin are as follows.  

 

 First, the required payment must be made by someone of the same kind as the person being 
redeemed (i.e., a man for a man), and must be in blood (i.e., it requires the life of the redeemer 
because the just penalty of sin is death).  Furthermore, the payment must be made by one who 
has fulfilled all terms of the Law as representative man.  Thus, the work of redemption required 
the incarnation – God becoming man through the special ‘creation-conception’ miracle by the 
Holy Spirit, resulting in the virgin-born son of Mary.  The incarnation was absolutely essential 
because the work of redemption from sin required that the redeemer was entirely separate 
from sin and free from its enslavement and consequences.  Clearly, the Son of Man, Jesus of 
Nazareth who is the Christ, is the only member of the human race qualified to ever serve as the 
redeemer for man. 

 

 Second, the work of redemption requires the death of the “representative man substitute”, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  His death on Calvary’s cross is ‘the redemption payment in full’ for man 
because His shed blood, without any compromise in the immutable character of God, atones for 
the sin of man (providing the required, effectual covering for sin), and His death (the sacrificial 
offering of His righteous life) propitiates the just wrath of God toward man, the sinner.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“But when the fullness of the time came, God 
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 

under the Law, in order that He might 
redeem those who were under the Law,  

that we might receive the adoption as sons.”   
 Gal. 4:4-5 

 

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the 
Law, having become a curse for us,”   

Gal. 3:13 
 

“knowing that you were not redeemed with 
perishable things like silver or gold from your 

futile way of life inherited from your 
forefathers, but with precious blood,  

as of a lamb unblemished and spotless,  
the blood of Christ.” 

I Pet. 1:18-19 

“In Him we have redemption through His 
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, 

according to the riches of His grace,  
which He lavished upon us.”   Eph. 1:7 

 

“For He delivered us from the domain of 
darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of 

His beloved Son, in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”   

 Col. 1:13-14 
 

“But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus,  
who became to us … redemption,” 

I Cor. 1:30 
 

“through His own blood, He entered the holy 
place once for all, having obtained  
eternal redemption.”   Heb. 9:12 
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God’s Provision of Man’s Essential Salvific Need 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

Holy,  Righteous,  Just,  Wrathful 
Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

ALL 
Sinners 

NONE 
Righteous 

 

except 
 

Jesus 
Christ 

God’s Salvific Provision 
 

identified as “in Christ” 
 

propitiation – wrath satisfied 
 

forgiveness – sentence expunged 
 

atonement – sin covered 
 

regeneration – new creation 
 

conversion – new inclination 
 

justified –  righteousness imputed 
 

reconciliation – relational union 

Man’s Salvific Need 
 

an authentic holy identity 
 

wrath justly appeased 
 

judicial sentence fully satisfied 
 

sin covered and forgiven 
 

a holy life principle created 
 

a holy attitude implanted 
 

a true righteousness provided 
 

all relational barriers removed 

“It is a trustworthy statement 
deserving full acceptance, that  

Christ Jesus came into the world to  
save sinners.”  I Tim. 1:15 

“God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto Himself,”  II Cor. 5:19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Regeneration:  A term that speaks of a 
“new genesis” … a radical renewal of 
nature (essence of being).  It is a term 
that pertains directly to man’s radical 

corruption because of original sin – 
because of a person being both  

“in Adam” and being a personal sinner 
“by nature”.  Regeneration is that term 

which pertains to the sovereign, 
gracious work of the Holy Spirit 

accomplished on and in those who are 
spiritually dead, quickening one who is 

dead in sin to a wholly new personal 
state of being – a state of spiritual 

“aliveness” through the receipt of a new 
life principle that operates in the 

soul/spirit (inner being) of a sinner. 

Salvation:  A term that 
speaks of being rescued 
from some calamity, or 

being delivered from 
some helpless position or 

state of being. 
Biblically and graciously, 
it speaks specifically to 
God’s merciful work of  
redeeming man out of  
the calamitous position 

of being in sin and under 
divine wrath, and of 

redeeming man unto  
a position of being 

reconciled to God and 
destined for future 

glorification. 

Atonement:  An Older 
Testament term meaning 

to cover over; to place 
under a covering that 
provides shelter and 

acceptance.   
Atonement speaks of a 

covering and shelter 
provided by an 

acceptable 
representative that 

opens the way both for 
reconciliation and for 
relational acceptance 

and communion. 
 

Propitiation:  A Newer 
Testament term meaning 
to “satisfy”, to provide a 

“basis for mercy”.   
That is, propitiation is to 

provide, through an 
entirely efficacious 

sacrifice, full satisfaction 
of God’s righteous 

indignation toward sin 
and the sinner. 

Comment:   
The goal of God’s saving work  
(of the message of the Gospel)  
is to reconcile sinners to God in 

His immutable holiness.   
For reconciliation, the reconciled 
sinner must be truly righteous – 
he must be one who possesses a 
true righteousness.  God, in His 

holy and righteous character has 
a relational disposition of peace 
only with creatures in His image 

who are truly righteous.   
As such, reconciliation requires 

that sin be justly propitiated and 
the sinner be justly granted a 

wholly new life principle 
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Man’s Need:  Regeneration 
 

As the term “generation” has to do with “birth” or “creation”, so the term “regeneration” has to do with 
“re-birth” or a “new creation”.  As such, “regeneration” in relation to the work of salvation describes the 
transforming, re-creative work of the Holy Spirit in a life whereby one who was spiritually dead becomes 
spiritually alive.  Stated another way, regeneration is an instantaneous, supernatural change in the 
essence of one’s being, synonymous with being “born again”.  Dead persons cannot and do not make 
themselves alive again.  It requires the external intervention of omnipotence and omniscience; that is, a 
supernatural work initiated by the Creator Himself.   
 

Def’n.  “The work of the Holy Spirit whereby He initially brings us into a  
living union with Christ and changes our hearts so that we who were  
spiritually dead become spiritually alive.”  (Hoekema). 

 

The ‘new life essence’ in view in regeneration is the birth of a life in the Spirit through the working of the 
Spirit, creating a new ‘life principle’ operating in the very nature (soul-spirit) of one’s being.  Such birth 
of a new ‘soul-spirit essence’ in a person is realized by the external intervention of the Creator Himself, 
it is a supernatural work of radical change in a person’s nature.   
 

The beginning operation of the new ‘inner-life principle’ created at the moment of regeneration is to 
make a person able to believe the basics of the gospel, and to trust in Christ as personal Savior and Lord.  
Now much of the working of this new life principle of the Spirit is mysterious, and may often be viewed 
as springing from one’s own volitional activity, yet its true source is rooted in the real and vital presence 
of the Holy Spirit indwelling the regenerated person.  The receipt and operation of the Spirit in 
regeneration makes possible, not only a savingly-true faith in the gospel, but also the renewing of the 
regenerate person into a “true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him”, and to 
fulfill God’s predestined purpose to conform him “to the image of His Son” – all via the inner working of 
the Spirit (cf., Col. 3:10 and Rom. 8:29).  In this regard, it should be noted that a ‘life principle’ always 
manifests life, and even so the spiritual birth associated with regeneration will necessarily be manifest in 
spiritual fruit.  Furthermore, that spiritual birth will, in the sovereign outworking of the Creator’s plan, 
result in the fruit of glorification at His appointed time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“But as many as received Him, to them He gave 
the right to become children of God,  

even the those who believe in His name,  
who were born not of blood,  

nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the  
will of man, but of God.”   

John 1:12-13 
 

“Therefore if any man is in Christ, there is a new 
creation; the old things have passed away; 

behold, new things have come.”   
II Cor. 5:17 

“And when you were dead in your 
transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made you alive together with Christ, 

having forgiven us all our transgressions,”   
Col. 2:13 

 

“He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which 
we have done in righteousness, but according 
to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration 

and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”   
Titus 3:5 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us,  

even when we were dead in our transgressions, 
made us alive together with Christ  

(by grace you have been saved),  
and raised us up with Him, and seated us in the 

heavenly places, in Christ Jesus,”   
Eph. 2:4-6 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 

kingdom of God.   
 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and 
that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.   

Do not marvel that I said to you,  
‘You must be born again.’ ”   

John 3:3, 5-7 
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Conversion 
 

Conversion is the conscious act of a regenerate person in turning to God in repentance and faith.  It can 
also be defined as the outward evidence of regeneration.  Conversion is made possible by the 
regenerating, transformational work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a person made in the image of God.  
It involves the conscious, willful act of a regenerate person in 

 turning to God in repentance of sin, and  
 placing implicit faith in the entirety of His revealed truth – particularly as it reveals God as holy 

and sovereign, man as a sinner, and the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Savior for man. 
 

Repentance. 
   Def’n.   “The conscious turning of the regenerate person away from sin and toward God in a 
complete change of living, which reveals itself in a new way of thinking, feeling, and willing.”   

(Hoekema). 
 

Repentance is a new life direction: away from sin and toward God and His righteousness.  It involves a 
deep sorrow for sin and a consequent change in behavior, and should be understood as a life-long 
activity, not a ‘one-time’ or ‘once-for-all’ action. 
 

Faith. 
   Def’n.   The NT concept of faith involves a belief that God exists, an acceptance that Jesus is 
God’s Son, a trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, and an acceptance of the totality of the 
Word of God as timeless, true, and authoritative.  It accepts that which is revealed about things 
unseen as real and substantive, and holds the message of revelation with conviction as being 
true. 

 

 Faith is a trusting in and a resting on the complete revelation of God, both in 
Christ and in His written word, embracing it as the ultimate authority 
deserving one’s full respect and a devoted obedience. 

 “A knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in His Word is 
true.”  (Heidelberg Catechism) 

 “[Faith is] the freely given promise in Christ, both revealed to our minds and 
sealed upon our hearts through the Holy Spirit.”   Not just an intellectual 
knowledge, but a “firm and effectual confidence’.  (Calvin) 

 “Saving faith may be defined as a response to God’s call by the acceptance 
of Christ with the total person – that is, with assured conviction of the truth 
of the gospel, and with trustful reliance on God in Christ for salvation, 
together with genuine commitment to Christ and to His service.” (Hoekema). 

 

It is clear, therefore, that the placing of faith in the person and saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
‘answered’ with righteousness credited to the account of all who believe.  Salvation is by faith – by faith 
alone in Christ alone!  But there is the expectation that the faith that results in one’s receipt of the gift 
of salvation will inevitably lead to distinct changes in thinking, attitude, and volitional choices; that is, to 
distinct changes in life style (behavior).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Now to the one 
who works,  

his wage is not 
reckoned as a favor, 
but as what is due.  
But to the one who 

does not work,  
but believes in Him 

who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is 

reckoned as 
righteousness,”  

Rom. 4:4-5 

“But God, being rich in mercy, because of His 
great love with which He loved us, even when 
we were dead in our transgressions, made us 
alive together with Christ (by grace you have 

been saved), … in order that in the ages to 
come He might show the surpassing riches of 

His grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and 
that [faith is] not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 
not as a result of works, that no one should boast.   

For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 

that we should walk in them.”    
 Eph. 2:4-10. 

Note:  An amplified discussion of Conversion 
appears in Part 2: Selected Salvation Essays. 



18 

 

 

Man’s Need:  Reconciliation 
 

Reconciliation describes that work initiated and accomplished by God alone whereby sinful man, 
alienated from God and at enmity with God, is brought into a new relationship of favor, acceptance, and 
peace with God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The need for reconciliation between God and man is clear from a consideration of both God and man in 
the essence of their natures. 
 God: sovereign; infinite in holiness; perfect in righteousness; uncompromising in justice. 
 Man: a creature; totally depraved; dead in trespasses and sins; condemned; under wrath.  
 

 Reconciliation means that a change of relationship has occurred – a change from antagonism 
and enmity to friendship and favor. 

 Reconciliation means that a change in attitude has occurred – replacing an attitude of hostility 
and wrath (toward sin) by an attitude of acceptance and peace (toward righteousness). 

 

It is important to note that God is never reconciled to man (i.e., God is not changed either in who He is 
or in His attitude toward sin and righteousness).  Man stands in need of being reconciled to God (i.e., 
man must be changed in his essential nature so that God can righteously change His attitude toward 
man and, thereby, His relationship to man).  Reconciliation of man to God is based entirely on the 
atoning, propitiatory, and substitutionary sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Atonement: an Older Testament term meaning to cover over, a covering that provides shelter or acceptance.  
A covering and a shelter provided by an acceptable representative that opens the way for reconciliation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Propitiation: a Newer Testament term meaning to satisfy and to be a mercy seat (a basis for mercy); 
to provide satisfaction (of God’s righteous indignation toward sin) through sacrifice. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For if while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of His 
Son, much more, having been reconciled,  
we shall be saved by His life.”   Rom. 5:10 

 

“For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all 
the fullness of deity to dwell in Him, and 

through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, 
having made peace through the blood of His 

cross; … And although you were formerly 
alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil 
deeds, yet He has now reconciled you in His 
fleshly body through death, …”   Col. 1:19-23 

“Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; 
… these things are from God, who reconciled us to 

Himself through Christ, … God was in Christ reconciling 
the world to Himself, …”    II Cor. 5:17-19 

 

“But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He 

Himself is our peace, … by abolishing in His flesh the 
enmity … thus establishing peace, and might reconcile 
them … to God through the cross, by it having put to 
death the enmity.  … Christ Jesus Himself, … in whom 

you also are being built together into a dwelling  
of God in the Spirit.”    Eph. 2:13-22 

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, 
and I have given it to you on the altar to 
make atonement for your souls; for it is 

the blood by reason of the life that 
makes atonement.”  Lev. 17:11 

“how much more will the blood of Christ, who through 
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to 

God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God?  … and without the shedding of blood 

there is no forgiveness.”  Heb. 9:14, 22 

“Christ Jesus, whom God displayed publicly as a 
propitiation in His blood through faith.”   

 Rom. 3:25 
 “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all 
things, that He might become a merciful and faithful 

high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people.”   Heb. 2:17 

“… And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 

and He Himself is the propitiation  
for our sins;”    I John 2:1-2 

“In this is love, not that we loved God, but 
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the 

propitiation for our sins.”    I John 4:10 
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The Way Salvation – Part I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Propitiation 

(wrath satisfied) 

   God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

       Holy,  Righteous,  Just, Wrathful 
   Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

NONE 
except 

Jesus 
Christ 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

“He had to be made 
like His brethren … to 

make propitiation  
for the sins of the 

people.”  Heb. 2:17 
 

“God … sent His Son 
to be the propitiation 

for our sins.” 
 I John:4:10 

“without the 
shedding of 

blood there is 
no forgiveness 

(of sin).” 
Heb. 9:22 

“For the life of the flesh 
is in the blood, … for it  
is the blood by reason  
of the life that makes 

atonement.”  Lev. 17:11 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

“Christ died 
for the 

ungodly.” 

“God sent forth His 
Son, born of a 

woman.” 
“Christ Jesus came 
into the world to 

save sinners.” 

All 
Called 

Sinners  
who 

Repent  
and  

Believe 
the  

Gospel 

sin  
imputed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Repentance:  A necessary action-step a sinner must take to realize 
experientially the true saving, regenerating work of God.   

Repentance speaks, in its most basic meaning, of both a change in 
attitude and a turning of the mind; it involves a change of mind with 
respect to one’s view of his own sin (acknowledging its grievousness 

before God) and a recurring turning away from one’s habitual and 
unwitting practice of sin (acknowledging true personal remorse before 

God for personal sins).  True repentance involves contrition of soul 
moved by godly fear, and is to be accompanied by a ready resolve to 

turn away from sin, including the humble action of making restitution 
for past sins where injury to others may have been caused by personal 

transgression of righteous principles in relational practice. 

Propitiation:  A term 
meaning to provide 

satisfaction – it is the just 
satisfaction of God’s 

righteous wrath toward 
the sinner because of sin.   

It is a satisfaction 
provided through a blood 

sacrifice that is both 
necessary for divine 

wrath to be appeased 
and sufficient to open the 

way for terms of 
reconciliation of sinners 
with an infinitely holy 

sovereign to ensue. 

Atonement:  A term 
referring to a covering 

shield that provides both 
shelter and acceptance – 
a necessary and sufficient 

covering of sin by 
efficacious blood.   

It is a covering based on 
the blood of a righteous 
Substitute who is fit to 

justly stand as a 
representative man on 

behalf of the sinner,  
and who voluntarily 

offers His life and blood 
as the required payment 

for the sinner.   
It is a covering of blood 

that opens the way for a 
fully just forgiveness of 

sin to be righteously 
granted by the holy and 

sovereign Judge of all the 
earth – even a 
comprehensive 

forgiveness which opens 
the way for reconciliation 

of the guilty sinner  
before the face of that 
sovereign, holy Judge. 
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Justification:  God’s Great Act of Amazing Grace 
 

“To justify” is a forensic or legal term meaning “to declare righteous.”  The opposite of “to justify” is “to 
condemn.”  Very simply, to be justified before God is to be right before God.  It is to be in possession of 
a righteousness 

 that is fully acceptable in the presence of God in His infinite holiness,   
 that legally exempts a person from the just condemnation due all sinners. 

 

Justification:  a Def’n.  “That gracious and judicial act of God whereby He:  a) declares believing 
sinners righteous on the basis of the righteousness of Christ which is credited to them;  b) 
forgives all their sins;  c) adopts them as His children;  and d) gives them the right to eternal 
life.”  (Hoekema) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Heidelberg Catechism (1563 AD) 
 

Question.  “How are you right with God?” 
 

Answer.  “Only by true faith in Jesus Christ.  Even though 
my conscience accuses me of having grievously sinned 
against all God’s commandments and of never having kept 
any of them, and even though I am still inclined toward all 
evil, nevertheless, without my deserving it at all, out of 
sheer grace, God grants and credits to me the perfect 
righteousness and holiness of Christ, as if I had never 
sinned nor been a sinner, as if I had been as perfectly 
obedient as Christ was obedient for me.  All I need to do is 
to accept this gift of God with a believing heart.” 

“God declares [believers] to be 
righteous, because He reckons 
them to be righteous; and He 

reckons righteousness to them, 
not because He accounts them to 

have kept His law personally 
(which would be a false 

judgment), but because He 
accounts them to be united to the 
One who kept it representatively 

(and that is a true judgment).” 
(J. I. Packer) 

“Therefore let it be 
known to you, 

brethren, that through 
Him forgiveness of sins 
is proclaimed to you, 

and through Him 
everyone who believes 
is freed (justified) from 
all things, from which 

you could not be freed 
(justified) through the 

Law of Moses.” 
  Acts 13:38-39 

“Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Rom. 5:1 

 

“There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set 

you free from the law of sin and death.”   Rom. 8:1-2 
 

“… He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have 
done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by the 
washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ 
our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be 

heirs of eternal life according to hope.”   Titus 3:4-7 

“But now apart from the Law 
the righteousness of God has 
been manifested, … even the 
righteousness of God through 

faith in Jesus Christ for all 
those who believe; …  being 

justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption 

which is in Christ Jesus; whom 
God displayed publicly as a 

propitiation in His blood 
through faith.”  
 Rom. 3:21-25 

“Now to the one who works, his wage 
is not reckoned as a favor, but as what 

is due.  But to the one who does not 
work, but believes in Him who justifies 

the ungodly, his faith is reckoned as 
righteousness,”  Rom. 4:4-5 

“… for our sake also, … as those who 
believe in Him who raised Jesus our 

Lord from the dead, He who was 
delivered up because of our 

transgressions, and was raised because 
of our justification.”  

 Rom. 4:24-25 

“nevertheless knowing that a man is 
not justified by the works of the Law 

but through faith in Christ Jesus, 
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, 

that we may be justified by faith in 
Christ, and not by works of the Law; 

since by the works of the Law shall no 
mortal man be justified.” 

“Therefore the Law has become our 
tutor to lead us to Christ,  

that we may be justified by faith.” 
Gal. 2:16;  3:24 
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Justification is the judicial act of God whereby all who place saving faith in Christ are declared righteous 
by the Judge of all the earth.  This declaration has an entirely righteous basis, depending completely on 
the representative work of Jesus Christ, the sinless Son of God who fulfilled every statute and 
requirement of the Law perfectly.  Justification is possible because of:  

 the propitiatory, atoning work of Christ whereby the just wrath of God toward man’s sin is fully 
satisfied,  

 the perfect righteousness produced by the Lord Jesus Christ in His true humanity is available to 
be imputed to the sinner’s account. 

 

All of this is provided as a free gift of God’s grace received by faith alone, allowing the sinner to be 
legally acquitted from all the righteous consequences of sin, and to be forever reconciled to God.  God 
justly offers this free gift of imputed righteousness because He fully accepts and respects His beloved 
Son, who perfectly fulfilled every holy standard of God’s great and glorious Law and in whom He is well 
pleased. 
 

The availability of the free gift of justification by faith is a most blessed truth.  However, its actual 
imputation to a sinner raises a deep and serious question. 
 

Question:  How can God be just and yet declare a reconciled sinner as righteous as long as a 
believer continues to commit sin, either by deliberate transgression or through impulsive or 
ignorant thoughts and/or actions? 

It must be true that God’s justice is not compromised (i.e., that He has not made a false 
judgment) in the slightest possible sense, but how can He sustain His justice and yet declare a 
regenerate sinner as righteous? 

It must be true that He is entirely accurate in His declaration of a sinner as being 
righteous, because all His works are done in “righteousness and truth,” but how is His truth 
sustained when the one He has justified continues to commit sin? 

 

Answer:  The answer to this question, together with a greater insight into the glory of God’s amazing 
saving work, lies in an understanding of the full scope of His marvelous re-creative action in the soul of a 
reconciled sinner.  The particular aspect being emphasized here was pre-figured in the rite of 
circumcision given to the patriarch Abraham about 2000 years before Christ.  The rite of circumcision 
was given as a specific physical illustration of a distinct spiritual reality.  It was an illustration of an inner 
re-creative action (a ‘surgical’ separation) that had already occurred in Abraham’s soul.  It is clear both 
from the historical record, and from the commentary regarding this record given after the death and 
resurrection of Christ, that Abraham was reckoned to be righteous before the court of heaven solely on 
the basis of his faith in God’s (future) provision of a redeemer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“ ‘Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.’ 
How then was it reckoned?  While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised?  

Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 
and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 

the faith which he had while uncircumcised, that he might be  
the father of all who believe without being circumcised,  

that righteousness might be reckoned to them, …”   Rom. 4:9-11 
 

“For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that  
he would be the heir of the world was not through the Law,  

but through the righteousness of faith.”  Rom. 4:13 
… For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, 

in order that the promise may be certain to all …”  Rom. 4:16 

“Moreover the LORD 
your God will 

circumcise your 
heart and the heart 

of your descendants, 
to love the LORD 
your God with all 

your heart and with 
all your soul,  

in order that you 
may live.”   
Deut. 30:6 
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The rite of circumcision in itself had (and has) no efficacy before God.  The physical act is neither the 
means nor the guarantee of the spiritual reality of which it speaks.  Only the regenerating work of the 
Spirit, together with faith in the person and the redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ, releases the 
grace of God in performing His saving work in a life.  The physical rite only illustrates for our 
understanding a great and blessed spiritual reality in the soul and spirit of every regenerated sinner.  
Every regenerated, reconciled sinner is a re-created being, a new creature.  This new creation consists of 
both a ‘death act’ and a ‘new-birth act.’  The ‘death action’ consists of the circumcision (i.e., cutting off) 
of the sin nature (which can only sin) from the eternal soul.  The ‘new-birth action’ consists of the 
permanent attachment of the Spirit of Christ (the same spirit that inhabited the life of Christ, and who 
can never sin) to the eternal soul of the regenerated sinner. 
 

This re-creative work requires, and is accomplished by, the supernatural intervention of the Creator 
Himself.  It is the essence of being “born again.”  It involves a radical transformation of the soul-spirit 
nature of a person, one that is absolutely essential for a sinner to be reconciled to God.  It would be 
completely contrary to God’s righteousness if the Spirit of Christ were planted in the soul of a reconciled 
sinner while the sin nature was still a permanent (eternal) part of the existence of such a person.  The 
Spirit of Christ cannot, and does not, co-exist in living union with the sin nature – a nature which can 
only sin and is the root cause of the condemnation of all who are not reconciled to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now it is true of course that the sin nature remains a part of a reconciled sinner as long as he is 
physically alive.  However, it is only permitted to continue to reside and function in the physical body 
that houses the soul-spirit of a reconciled mortal on a temporary basis.  When a reconciled sinner dies 
physically, this “exiled” sin nature dies as well – it is no longer part of the eternal essence of the person 
after conversion (i.e., regeneration) … it will no longer be a part of the eternal soul of the believer.  
Hence, after glorification, the reconciled sinner will have the very same ‘essence of being’ as the 
glorified Son of God. 
 

We conclude then that the declaration of righteousness that is part of God’s justification of all 
reconciled sinners also involves His re-creative work in circumcising the sinful nature from the soul of 
the sinner, and attaching the Spirit of Christ (who can never sin) as a permanent aspect of the eternal 
spirit of a redeemed, regenerated and reconciled sinner. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the image of  
His Son, that He might be the firstborn  

among many brethren.”  Rom. 8:29 

“and circumcision is that 
which is of the heart,  

by the Spirit, not by the 
letter;”  Rom. 2:29 

“For in [Christ] all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form,  
and in Him you have been made complete,  

and He is the head over all rule and authority; 

and in Him you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,  
in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 

having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also 
raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, 

who raised Him from the dead. 
And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,  
having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us and which 

was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way,  
having nailed it to His cross.”    Col. 2:9-15 

“But if anyone does not 
have the Spirit of Christ, 

he does not belong  
to Him.”  Rom. 8:9b 
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The Way Salvation – Part II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Propitiation 

(wrath satisfied) 

   God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

       Holy,  Righteous,  Just, Wrathful 
   Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

NONE 
except 

Jesus 
Christ 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

Jesus Christ 
The Free Gift 

 of God 
 

Man’s 

Substitute 
Sinless, Perfect, 
Righteous, Holy 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

“Christ died 
for the 

ungodly.” 

 “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to 

save sinners.” 
 

“made in the 
likeness of men” 

All 
Called 

Sinners  
who 

Repent  
and  

Believe 
the  

Gospel 

sin  
imputed 

Justified 

Sinners 
 

Imputed 

Righteousness 

Regenerated 
Sinners 

by  Grace  through  Faith 

sin covered 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Faith:  When used in regard to the Gospel and God’s saving work through His 
Beloved Son, faith speaks to both believing and trusting – believing with 

conviction that the content of the Gospel is true and trustworthy,  
and an embracing trust of the true and substantive message of the Gospel … 

holding it in the mind with a confident, “whole-life” trust/dependence. 
 

Stated another way, the faith that saves and justifies is a response to the 
redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ with a living faith that consists of: 
 a true knowledge of the content of the Gospel; 
 an intellectual assent to the truth of the Gospel; 
 a resting trust in Christ alone as personal Savior-Redeemer-Reconciler; 
 a life commitment to follow Christ as Master and Lord. 

“being justified freely 
(as a gift) by His grace 

through the 
redemption which is in 

Christ Jesus; whom 
God displayed publicly 
as a propitiation in His 
blood through faith.”   

Rom. 3:25  
 

“Therefore, having 
been justified by faith, 

we have peace with 
God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.”  Rom. 5:1 

Justification:  A term 
referring to that judicial 

declaration whereby 
God remits, not only the 
sin of repentant sinners 

on the ground of the 
propitiatory, atoning 
sacrifice of His Son,  

but also imputes to a 
regenerate sinner the 

perfect and true 
righteousness of  

His Incarnate Son,  
a righteousness  

He actively earned as 
representative man 

under the Law.  
This very particular 

earned righteousness is 
imputed to regenerate 

sinners as a wholly 
gracious and eternal 

benefit on the basis of 
faith alone … a faith that 
is centered in the person 

of His Son and on the 
saving work of His Son.  

It is not in any way 
dependent on any 

works performed by the 
justified sinner. 
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God’s Appointed Savior of Sinners 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   God 
Merciful, Loving, 

Gracious 

“God sent His Son into the 
world to save the world … 

not to condemn the world.”  
 John 3:16-19 

“And there is salvation in no one 
else; for there is no other name 

under heaven that has been 
given among men, by which we 

must be saved.”   Acts 4:12 

“But when the fullness of 
the time came, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the 

Law, in order that He might 
redeem those who were 

under the Law,”   
Gal. 4:4-5a 

“And you know that He 
appeared in order to take 
away sins; and in Him is  

no sin.”   I John 3:5 
 

“He made Him who knew 
no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, that we might 

become the righteousness 
of God in Him.”  II Cor. 5:21 

“For even the 
Son of Man  

did not come  
to be served,  
but to serve, 

and to give His 
life a ransom  

for many.”  
Mark 10:45 

“being justified as a gift by His grace 
through the redemption which is in 
Christ Jesus whom God displayed 

publicly as a propitiation in His blood 
through faith,”  Rom. 3:24-25a 

“Whom God raised up 
again, putting an end to the 

agony of death,  …  This 
Jesus God raised up again, 

to which we are all 
witnesses.”  Acts 2:24, 32 

“Christ Jesus is He who 
died, yes, rather was raised 

from the dead, who is  
at the right hand of God,  

who also intercedes for us.”   
Rom. 8:34 

“Therefore, He was 
obligated to be made like 
His brethren in all things, 
that He might become a 

merciful and faithful high 
priest in things pertaining to 

God, to make propitiation 
for the sins of the people.”   

Heb. 2:17 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

“Jesus, who 
delivers us 

from the wrath 
to come.” 

I Thess. 1:10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s Son is 
the singular 
Victor over 
sin and its 
penalty of 

death. 

God’s Son is 
installed as 

supreme 
authority 

and as High 
Priest. 

The Son’s 
remedy for 

sin fitted 
Him for  

His priestly 
ministry, 

connecting 
reconciled 

sinners 
with God. 

God’s sent Son 
is appointed as 
the only Savior 
to accomplish 
salvation for 

sinners. 

God’s sent 
Son, living a 
sinless life 
as man, is 

prerequisite 
to His being 
the Savior of 

sinners. 

The Son’s 
redemptive 

working 
requires  

His blood 
sacrifice. 

The gift of 
God in the 
incarnation 
of His Son 

answers the 
“None 

Righteous” 
dilemma, 
and opens 
the way for 
God to save 
sinners from 
eternal loss. 

The Gospel is the message of God’s saving 
work centered in and accomplished through 
His Beloved Son.  His life and work alone are 
the means whereby sinners are rescued from 

condemnation and wrath because of their 
profoundly unrighteous standing, and by which 
such sinners are brought into a most gracious 
living union with the Triune Godhead, even as 

adopted sons and joint-heirs with the Son. 

Since God is the eternal Creator, ordaining all 
things since before the world began, and since 

God has come to man in his desperate falleness 
through the person of His Son, it is logically 

clear that sinners cannot come to relationship 
with God except through God’s appointed 
Savior, His sent Son.  It is abundantly clear 

therefore that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
indispensably central to God’s Gospel. 
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The Way Salvation – Part III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The remitting of all sins 

of all regenerated, 

justified sinners into the  

“Sea of God’s Eternal 
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Toward 
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Substitute 
Sinless, Perfect 
Righteous, Holy 
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Toward 
Righteousness 

“Christ died 
for the 

ungodly.” 

 “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to 

save sinners.” 

All 
Called 

Sinners  
who 

Repent  
and  

Believe 
the  

Gospel 
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imputed 

Justified 

Sinners 
 

Imputed 

Righteousness 

Regenerated 
Sinners 

   Salvation     by  Grace  through  Faith 

Expiation  

sin removed 

Sinners 
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Overcoming the sin and 
wrath problem, and 

providing therein 
salvation for man, the 
sinner, is only possible 
through three divine 

actions of unfathomable 
mercy and grace.   

1) God’s righteous wrath  
because of sin must be 

justly satisfied;  
2) A blood atonement  

must be made to cover 
sin because God’s 

judgment for sin is death, 
and the life of the flesh is 

in the blood;  
3) Sin must be eternally  

removed and deposited 
in the place of eternal 

judgment under wrath.  
Why?  Because the  

goal of salvation is the 
reconciliation of sinners 
to the end of “bringing 
many son’s to glory”.  

Now, since God cannot 
countenance sin in His 
presence, sin must be 

removed – placed forever 
“behind His back”.   

 

These divine demands are 
met, in the exacting 
salvific plan of God, by 
three decisive outcomes 
of the saving work of 
God’s appointed Savior.  
1) Wrath is satisfied in  
the death of the Son – His 

propitiation in blood;   
2) Sin is covered by the  

shed blood of the Son – 
His atoning sacrifice;   

3) Sin is removed through  
the Son’s carrying of 

imputed sin to the place 
of eternal judgment – His 
work of expiation of sin. 

“Who is a God like Thee, who 
pardons iniquity and passes over 

the rebellious act of the 
remnant of His possession?   

He does not retain anger 
forever, because He delights in 
unchanging love.  He will again 
have compassion on us; He will 
tread our iniquities under foot.  
Yes, Thou wilt cast all our sins 

into the depths of the sea.”   
Micah 7:18-19 

“As far as the east is from the west, so 
far has He removed our 
transgressions from us.”  

 Ps. 103:12  
“It is Thou who has kept my soul from 

the pit of destruction,  
for Thou hast cast all my sin  
behind Thy back.”  Isa. 38:17  

I, even I, am the one who wipes out 
your transgressions for my own sake; 
and I will not remember your sins.”  

Isa. 43:25 
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Expiation of Sins:  Christ’s Great ‘Scapegoat’ Action 
 

1. Background:  Atonement and Expiation in the Mosaic Covenant 
 

Two particular ‘redemptive-sacrificial’ types for sin are detailed in the Mosaic Covenant that our Lord 
necessarily fulfilled in His complete salvific working.  These types were associated with two specific days 
holding great typological significance, the memorial days of Passover and of Atonement.  Both pointed 
forward to an ‘antitype’ offering of blood sacrifices designed to establish bases for an eternal, 
reconciliatory communion between God and redeemed sinners.  The sacrificial actions ordained for 
these memorial days pertained to a justly established ground for the divinely articulated goal implicit in 
the Immanuel principle: “I will be your God, and you shall be My people”.   
 

 The Passover had a historical-redemptive significance, being commemorative of the 
redemptive purchase and deliverance of Israel out of their enslavement in an alien land 
under an oppressive authority.  It was an occasion that, for all time thereafter, prefigured 
the purchase of the sinner out of the domain of slavery to sin unto a family relationship 
under God’s governance and into relational living in His abiding presence.   

 The Day of Atonement pertained in a more particular way to the covering and removing 
of committed sins, and the consequence of sin in separating the sinner from relational 
communion with God, the holy Sovereign and merciful Redeemer. 

 Passover was a singular historic event, although commemorated annually per the command 
of Yahweh as a perpetual, celebratory reminder of God’s working in redemptive mercy.  It 
involved the offering of a Passover lamb for the nation, and one for the family in their more 
individualized remembrance of personal redemption.   

 By contrast, the Day of Atonement was a commanded, annual event with typical 
significance involving three animal sacrifices, each offered by the High Priest.  The 
central issue relating to the Day of Atonement was the fact that redeemed mortals of 
Israel (members of God’s redeemed ‘family-nation’) continued to commit sins, and sin is 
always an offence that breaks fellowship with Yahweh, the God who redeemed them in 
great mercy and who has graciously provided means whereby they (sinners) could be 
restored to knowing peace with God in His fearful holiness. 

 

The prescribed sacrifices for both of these ‘high-holy’ days had a corporate element as well as a personal 
element, each opening the pathway for blessings that flowed to all those who approached God by the 
singular access of personal blood sacrifices offered through priestly mediation.   

Note:  Passover and the Day of Atonement involved very specific sacrifices made by the 
mediatorial work of High Priest alone – the only anointed and ordained representative to 
minister before God on behalf of the sinner in relation to these ‘holy day’ sacrifices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And [Aaron] shall take from the congregation 
of the sons of Israel two male goats for a sin 
offering and one ram for a burnt offering.  …  
And he shall take the two goats and present 
them before the LORD at the doorway of the 

tent of meeting.   
And Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats, 
one lot for the LORD and the other for the 

scapegoat  
(lit., the goat of removal).  Then Aaron shall 
offer the goat on which the lot for the LORD 
fell, and make it a sin offering.  But the goat 
on which the lot for the scapegoat fell, shall 
be presented alive before the LORD, to make 

atonement upon it,  
to send it into the wilderness as the 

scapegoat.”   
Lev. 16:5-10  

“When [Aaron] finishes atoning for the 
holy place, and the tent of meeting and 

the altar, he shall offer the live goat.  
Then Aaron shall lay both of his hands on 

the head of the live goat, and confess 
over it all the iniquities of the sons of 
Israel, and all their transgressions in 

regard to all their sins; and he shall lay 
them on the head of the goat and send it 
away into the wilderness by the hand of 

a man who stands in readiness.   
And the goat shall bear on itself all their 
iniquities to a solitary land; and he shall 

release the goat in the wilderness.”  
 Lev. 16:20-22 

Note:  The days 
of Passover and 
Atonement are 
not redundant 
with respect to 

the typical 
works they are 

designed to 
reveal in God’s 

redemptive 
program. 
Each day 

communicates 
a separate, 
specific and 
significant 

aspect of God’s 
purposeful end 

of bringing 
sinners into a 

relational 
communion 

with Himself. 
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The sacrificial significance of the two goats selected for the atoning function on the Day of Atonement 
pertained to the continual need of covering and removal of sins committed by redeemed sinners.  The 
actions by individual sinners associated with these two goats were contrition and confession – contrition 
for sins plus the confession and forsaking of sins.  The first goat, the one appointed to be sacrificed, was 
offered on the altar in both body and blood to make atonement (covering) for sin.  The second goat, the 
one appointed for carrying away confessed sins into the isolated desolation of the wilderness, typified 
expiation (removal) of sin.   
 

2. Christ’s Expiation of Sin 
 

The works of propitiation and atonement accomplished in Christ’s death on the cross were satisfactory 
for all the elect of all ages for all time.  These works of satisfaction for sins fulfilled in and through 
Christ’s sinless, substitutionary, blood sacrifice are rightly emphasized in most doctrinal presentations of 
His saving work.  However, and by contrast, the work of Christ in the aspect of expiation receives 
considerably less delineation in most discussions of Christ’s complete work of satisfaction for sin.  The 
two goats selected for the sin offering on the Day of Atonement included one for a sin offering 
(propitiatory atonement) and the other for exile (expiation), and both are essential elements in God’s 
singular sacrificial action leading to atonement.  The essential work of expiation typified in the 
ceremonial ritual relative to the ‘scapegoat action’ on the great Day of Atonement always followed 
presentation of the blood sacrifice of the first goat, and it seems logical that we should expect to find 
evident correspondence of Christ’s removal (expiation) of sin following His death.  We are led, therefore, 
to address the following questions in this section:   

 Christ’s death on the cross satisfied the blood atonement work typified in the sacrifice of the 
first goat, but where do we find His antitype fulfillment of the work of expiation typified in the 
exiling of the second goat? 

 Where is Christ’s antitype fulfillment of the ‘scapegoat action’ with respect to His full atonement 
for sin? 

 

The Question Answered: Author’s Perspective   
The “descent-ascent” action of our Lord revealed in Eph. 4:8-10 and I Pet. 3:18-22 is proposed as the 
evident occasion of Christ’s expiation of sin.  That is, the action of our Lord in His soul-spirit (in His 
disembodied state) following His death on the cross was the occasion of His exiling of all “now under the 
blood” sins of all the elect in the place of eternal judgment.  Then, with the work of sacrifice with 
respect to sin completed, He proceeded to lead the spirits of righteous departed ones (saints) residing in 
Paradise-Hades to the prepared place in Paradise-Heaven where they are to rest in the presence of their 
risen, glorified Savor until their great day of resurrection arrives, which is set in the eternal purpose of 
God for the time for initiation of His glorious Millennial Kingdom reign.  
In the pre-Calvary economy there was no “once for all” atonement and expiation.  However, in the 
amazing grace and purpose of God He enacted, in the fullness of time, a climactic fulfillment of these 
required salvific works sufficient for all time and satisfactory for all elect of all ages through the 
Incarnation of His Son.  This eternal satisfaction for sin was accomplished through the substitutionary 
atonement by the Son’s death on the cross plus the consequent expiation and via His ministry in the 
Spirit while separated from His bodily form.  Since our sins are imputed to Christ, and for which He made 
an entirely satisfactory sacrifice (propitiation is truly and fully accomplished), it must be true that He 
alone also fully expiates our sin. 
 

To press further the point advocated here, we reiterate the evident truth that propitiation and 
atonement in blood were accomplished in and by Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice on the cross, fulfilling 
the Father’s purpose as a sin offering on behalf of all reconciled sinners for all time.  But, where and in 
what redemptive action is the fulfillment of the expiatory work typified in the Mosaic ceremony of the 
scapegoat to be found?  The answer offered here is that it resides in Christ’s ministry in the Spirit as He 
descended into Paradise-Hades during the days His body was entombed. 
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Note:  It is without question that Jesus, in fulfillment of His promise to the repentant thief on 
the cross, entered Paradise-Hades – the abode of all spirits of righteous dead encompassing the 
whole span of history since the beginning of creation until the completion of our Lord’s glorious 
resurrection, triumphing with eternal authority over death and the grave.   

“Truly I say to you, ‘Today you shall be with Me in Paradise’,” (Lk. 23:43). 
 

Comment: 
The interpretive view expressed in this section is summarized in a schematic form on the last page of this 
sub-section.  The texts of the two referenced passages, Eph. 4:8-10 and I Pet. 3:18-22 are quoted on that 
page, together with brief commentary notes. 
Definitions: 
On the page with descriptive schematics just referenced, several terms are employed that require precise 
definition in order to achieve clarity of presentation.  Specific terms are: 

 Both Sheol (OT, Hebrew term) and Hades (NT, Greek term) refer to the residence of soul-spirits of all 
persons who died prior to Christ’s resurrection.  Since both the Hebrew and Greek words speak of the 
same place, the joined term “Sheol/Hades” is used here. 

 Sheol/Hades is known to consist of two separated compartments which are separated by a “great 
gulf fixed” which prohibits any transit across (Lk. 16:26).  One of these compartments, that occupied 
by soul-spirits of only righteous dead, is referred to by the equivalent terms “Abraham’s bosom” and 
“Paradise”.  In these notes we choose to refer to this distinguished compartment as “Paradise-
Hades”, and designate the other separated compartment as “Sheol/Hades Particular”.  The soul-
spirits of unrighteous dead remain confined therein awaiting their eternal judgment at the Great 
White Throne, which in God’s plan immediately follows the close of the Millennial Age. 

 Since heaven, the place to which Jesus ascended and is enthroned in glory, is also called Paradise in 
some texts and is noted here as “Paradise-Heaven” to mark distinction from “Paradise-Hades”. 

 

The text Eph. 4:8-10 speaks concerning a descent of Christ into “the lower parts of the earth”.  The 
instance of this descent seems almost surely to be coincident with His action noted in I Peter 3:18-22.  In 
this latter reference our Lord’s salvific working in His death on the cross is spoken of as being connected 
to His visitation in the His spirit sometime during the three days and nights He was in the “heart of the 
earth” per His promised fulfillment of the sign of Jonah.   
 

Christ’s leading “captive a host of captives” (Eph. 4:8) refers to His encountering spirits of departed 
righteous persons who are residing at that time in Paradise-Hades, and then escorting them to Paradise-
Heaven.  Furthermore, His making proclamation to “the spirits in prison” (I Pet. 3:18) was a declaration, 
not only to imprisoned demonic spirits, but a proclamation as well to those captives to be left in 
Sheol/Hades.  His proclamation almost surely pertained to His completed and wholly satisfactory 
propitiatory, atoning, and expiatory work required for an eternal salvation of all who die in faith.  In 
support for the view that our Lord indeed descended into Sheol, consider these texts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Relevant Interpretive Points Concerning Christ’s ‘Descent/Ascent’ Referred to in Eph.4:8-10 
 

1. Some interpreters, while specifically holding the Messianic context in view, consider Eph. 4:8 to 
be a reference to Christ’s conquest of His enemies:  Satan, sin, death, and the curse.   

 Counterpoint:  Eph. 4:8 states that the captives in view are taken to heaven, that very 
abode where the ascended, glorified Christ has gone.  Now it seems neither reasonable 
nor true that Christ has led captive Satan, sin, death, and the curse to heaven.  These 
enemies all remain actively operative on the cursed earth in this present age.  Christ’s 
victory achieved in His incarnate humanity, especially His triumph over sin, death and 
Satan through His death on the cross and resurrection from the tomb, has ultimate 

“For Thou wilt not abandon 
my soul to Sheol; neither wilt 
Thou allow Thy Holy One to 
undergo decay.”  Ps. 16:10 

“[David] looked ahead and spoke of the 
resurrection of the Christ, that ‘He was 

neither abandoned to Hades, nor did His 
flesh suffer decay.’ ”  Acts 2:31 

Note:  Comparing these 
OT and NT texts proves 

the equivalence of  
Sheol and Hades  

“To him who 
overcomes,  

I will grant to 
eat of the 

tree of life, 
which is in 

the Paradise 
of God.”  
Rev. 2:7 
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triumphal implications over these enemies, but without doubt these enemies have not 
yet been “led captive” in any decisive way. 

 

2. The statement “led captive” in Eph. 4:8 employs the past (aorist) tense, a linguistic fact which 
contravenes seeing this text as referring to some on-going or future work of liberation as some 
have proposed.  Liberation of sinners from their slavery to sin through the divine work of 
regeneration and sanctification, which some infer to be the issue in view in this text, is an on-
going deliverance of captives and not a singular event completed before His ascension.  

 

3. The reference to “descending into the lower parts (region) of the earth” accords well with the 
statements recorded in I Pet. 3:19-20 speaking of our Lord’s activity immediately following His 
death on the cross, and almost assuredly preceding His glorious resurrection. 

 Note #1:  With reference to I Pet. 3:19-20 and our Lord’s descent into the “lower parts 
of the earth”, He clearly did not liberate those captive “spirits” who “once were 
disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days of Noah” (i.e., 
imprisoned fallen angels).  These “captive spirits” are still being held in their 
incarcerated state awaiting the final judgment (cf., II Pet. 2:4; Jude 6).  Yet, the text of 
Eph. 4:8-9 speaks clearly of a liberating of captives following a descent, even a descent 
that had a decidedly purposed consequence which preceded His subsequent ascension 
to a place “far above all the heavens”.   

 Note #2.  Furthermore, the reference to a descent “into the lower parts of the earth” 
seems to speak of something quite distinct from that ‘descent’ associated with our 
Lord’s incarnation (see Phil. 2:5-8), as has been suggested by some expositors.  That is, 
the ‘descent’ in view seems unambiguously distinct from His first coming to earth, 
arriving as the virgin-conceived son of Mary born in Bethlehem.   

 As examples of this latter interpretive slant to the ‘descent’ in view in Eph. 4:9, 
consider the rendering of the first statement of this verse as it appears in two 
modern translations of Eph. 4:9.  

 The New English Bible:  “Now the word ‘ascended’ implies that He also 
descended to the lowest level, down to the very earth.”   

 The NIV:  “What does ‘He ascended’ mean except that he also descended to the 
lower, earthly regions?”   

Clearly translations containing such interpretive slants, relative to other translations 
holding a more stringent linguistic fidelity to source manuscripts, are obstacles to 
gaining a true revelatory understanding of the text along the line of any evacuation 
of captive soul-spirits from Paradise-Hades, and their being led to a new abode.  To 
this point, the view that Christ’s “ascent” coincides with a corporate translation of 
these soul-spirits directly to the dwelling place of the risen, glorified Christ in 
Paradise-Heaven finds strong textual correspondence with such related passages as 
II Cor. 5:6-8, II Cor. 12:3-4, and Phil. 1:21-24.  

 

Based on considerations such as these, it seems more convincing to this author that Eph. 4:8-9 is truly 
describing a mighty deliverance of “captives”, even “Your captives” as the source reference in Ps. 68:18 
states.  This text is describing a decisive and glorious deliverance of “righteous captives” – captives who 
were awaiting the completion of God’s great work of salvation, resting in anticipation of their arrival at 
an eternal state of intimate communal relationship with their Creator-Redeemer.   
 

Christ, in His vicarious sacrifice of Himself as a substitutionary atonement to the Father on behalf of the 
sinner, accomplished not only an effectual basis for the reconciliation of sinners.  He also secured 
everlasting inheritance with the Father as a joint-heir with His Beloved Son in the eternal kingdom of 
heaven for reconciled sinners.  Such consequence is, in a very specific sense, only possible by the 
completed work of expiation – by and through the eternal remission and removal of sin.   
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Christ’s ‘Scapegoat’ Fulfillment and Accomplishment of a Complete Satisfaction for Sins 
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“He led captive a 
host of captives,” 

“He who ascended 
far above all the 

heavens,” 

Propitiation  
and  

Atonement  
in 

Blood 

Wrath 

satisfied 

Christ’s 

Ascent 

Christ’s 

Descent 

“Therefore He says, 
‘When He ascended on 
high, He led captive a 

host of captives, and He 
gave gifts to men.’   

(Now this expression,  
‘He ascended,’ what 
does it mean except 

that He also had 
descended into the 
lower parts of the 

earth?  He who 
descended is Himself 

also He who ascended 
far above all the 

heavens, that He might 
fill all things.)”   

Eph. 4:8-10  

“For Christ also died for sins 
once for all, the just for the 

unjust, in order that He might 
bring us to God, having been 
put to death in the flesh, but 

made alive in the spirit; in 
which also He went and made 

proclamation to the spirits 
now in prison, who once were 

disobedient, when the 
patience of God kept waiting 
in the days of Noah, during 
construction of the ark, in 
which a few, that is eight 

persons, were brought safely 
through the water.   

And corresponding to that, 
baptism now saves you – not 

the removal of the body of 
dirt from the flesh, but an 
appeal to God for a good 
conscience – through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
who is at the right hand of 

God, having gone into heaven,  
after angels and authorities 

and powers had been  
subjected to Him.”   

I Pet. 3:18-22 

While Jesus’ body was entombed in Joseph of 
Arimathea’s sepulcher, His soul-spirit 

descended into Paradise-Hades in accordance 
with His promise to the repentant thief on the 
cross before their physical deaths.  This is most 

likely the descent referred to in Eph. 4:9. 

We find here our Lord’s 
“scapegoat” fulfillment  

––His expiation of sin––  

bringing to completion 
His eternally satisfactory 

atonement for sin. 

Since our Lord was comprehensively sinless as 
representative man under the Law during His 

earthly life, death could not hold Him.   
As such He gloriously ascended from Paradise-
Hades and, with a complete satisfaction for sin 

accomplished, led forth all soul-spirits of 
righteous saints to Paradise-Heaven.  These 

saints henceforth live in fellowship with Him in 
the place where He is installed by the Father as 

their eternally effectual High Priest,  
having deposited His eternally efficacious blood 

on the mercy seat before the Father. 

Now, with a complete salvation 
accomplished, the soul-spirits of 
all regenerated, justified sinners 
go directly to Paradise-Heaven 

upon physical death – they go to 
be with Christ where He is. 

“The lower parts of the earth,”  Eph. 4:9 
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Calling 
 

The term “calling”, in its definitive use in regard to God’s work of salvation, describes God’s sovereign 
and gracious work in opening the heart of unregenerate persons to respond in faith and repentance to 
the free gift of salvation provided through the Lord Jesus Christ.  This gracious work is brought about by 
the quickening and convicting and convincing work of the Holy Spirit, a working that produces saving 
faith principally through the agency of the Holy Scriptures … sacred writings that are able to give “the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus”.  (II Tim. 3:15)   
 

With the definition stated above before us, we must nevertheless acknowledge that the Scriptures in 
fact speak of two different sorts of “calling”.  There is what can be referred to as a “general call”, a call 
which is issued broadly to all mankind and which, in relation to many individuals, does not lead to 
regeneration and saving faith.  On the other hand, there is a call termed “effectual call” which does, 
both definitively and decisively, lead to true saving faith and the guarantee of eternal life.  These two 
calls leading to contrasting outcomes can be distinguished in the following comparison of Biblical texts.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is implied in and realized through the term “effectual call” is well-explained in the following 
statements excerpted from the Westminster Confession of Faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The General/Outward Call 
 

“And Jesus answered and said to them,  
‘It is not those who are well who need a physician, but 

those who are sick.  I have not come to call the 
righteous but sinners to repentance.’ ”   

Luke 5:31-32 
 

“Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, 
God is now declaring to men  

that all everywhere should repent,  
because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the 

world in righteousness through a Man whom  
He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men 

by raising Him from the dead.”   
Acts 17:30-31 

 

“Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God were entreating through us;  

we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  
II Cor. 5:20 

The Effectual/Inward Call 
 

“God is faithful, through whom you were  
called into fellowship with His Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.”  I Cor. 1:9 
 

“But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus,  
who became to us wisdom from God,  
and righteousness and sanctification,  

and redemption.”  I Cor. 1:30 
 

“In the exercise of His will he brought us forth 
by the word of truth …”  James 1:18  

 

“But you are a chosen race, … a people for 
God’s own possession, that you may proclaim 

the excellencies of Him who has called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light;  
for you once … had not received mercy,  

but now you have received mercy.” 
I Pet. 2:9-10 

Chap. X. – Of Effectual Calling 

All those whom God hath predestinated unto life, and those only, He is pleased,  
in His appointed and accepted time, effectually to call, by His word and Spirit,  

out of that state of sin and death, in which they are by nature to grace and salvation,  
by Jesus Christ; enlightening their minds spiritually and savingly to understand the things of God, 

taking away their heart of stone, and giving unto them an heart of flesh;  
renewing their wills, and, by His almighty power, determining them to that which is good,  

and effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ: yet so, as they come most freely,  
being made willing by His grace. 

 

This effectual call is of God’s free and special grace alone, not from any thing at all foreseen in 
man, who is altogether passive therein, until, being quickened and renewed by the Holy Spirit, 
he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to embrace the grace offered and conveyed to it. 

Westminster Confession of Faith 



32 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comment: 
 

In the theological literature, “effectual call” is sometimes referred to by a quite equivalent term, 
“irresistible grace”.  To provide further understanding of God’s sovereign working in bringing sinners to 
repentance and faith, brief statements are included to guide perspective concerning the usage of these 
quite interchangeable terms.  
 

 The term “effectual call” emphasizes that the Spirit of God asserts an inner, compelling force in a 
sinner’s spirit that truly and invincibly changes the heart inclinations and dispositions – a change 
wherein a sinner comes freely to seek after God, to understand and embrace the gospel, and to 
savingly repent and believe.   

 

 With respect to the term “irresistible grace”, the appearance of “grace” means that, because of the 
Father’s sovereign, fore-loving choice, this creative-regenerative work of God through the Spirit is 
wholly initiated by God, and the term “irresistible” speaks to the fact that it is fully accomplished in 
the sinner by the Spirit with invincible power.  That is, this saving work is wholly a monergistic work 
of grace: a work decreed by God, initiated by God, and brought to fruition by God.  It is a work 
devoid of any initiatory or meritorious contribution by the sinner – the sinner is wholly passive in 
this creative-regenerative working … passive to the same degree as any creature undergoing birth or 
resurrection.   

 

 The metaphors used in Scripture describing the effectual calling that leads to salvation, such as ‘new 
creation’, ‘born again’, ‘quickening’, etc., all communicate an irresistible working: 
 The grace of regenerative working by the Spirit is the grace of a creative work – even as a person 

created by the Creator does not resist his creation.  
{Example: Adam was wholly passive with respect to his creation (Gen. 1:26-27)} 

 The grace of regenerative working by the Spirit is the grace of a new birth – a person does not 
resist his or her own birth.   

{Example: creatures are passive with respect to their own birth} 
 The grace of regenerative working by the Spirit is the grace of a resurrection – a dead person 

being raised does not contribute to, or resist, that divine power and authority whereby a person 
is raised from death unto a new life.   

{Example: Lazarus was passive with respect to his resurrection (John 11)} 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q. 31:  What is effectual calling? 
 

A.  Effectual calling is the work of God’s Spirit, 
whereby, convincing us of our sin and misery, 

enlightening our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and 
renewing our wills, He doth persuade us to embrace 

Jesus Christ, freely offered to us in the gospel. 
 

Q. 32:  What benefits do they that are effectually called 
partake of in this life? 

 

A.  They that are effectually called do in this life 
partake of justification, adoption, and sanctification, 
and the several benefits which in this life do either 

accompany or flow from them. 
Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647) 

“And we know that God causes all 

things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who are 

called according to His purpose.   
For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to 
the image of His Son, so that He would 
be the firstborn among many brethren; 

and these whom He predestined,  
He also called, and these whom  

He called, He also justified,  
and these whom He justified, He also 

glorified.”  Rom. 8:28-30 
“Who will bring a charge against God’s 

elect?”  Rom. 8:33a 

 Question: If grace is necessary but not effectual, what can render it fruitful? 

 Question: If the inward call is resistible, what can render it to efficacious? 
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The Way of Salvation – Part IV 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

“But now in Christ Jesus 
you who were formerly far 
off (alienated) have been 
brought near by the blood 
of Christ.  For He Himself is 
our peace.”  Eph. 2:13-14a 

 

“For it was the Father’s 
good pleasure … to 

reconcile all things to 
Himself, having made 

peace through the blood 
of His cross.”  Col. 1:19-20 

“But by His doing you 
are in Christ Jesus, 

who became to us … 
righteousness … and 

redemption.”  
I Cor. 1:30 

“And you were 
dead in your 

trespasses and sins 
… and were by 

nature the children 
of wrath,” 
 Eph. 2:1-3 

“But to the one 
who does not 

work, but 
believes Him 
who justifies 
the ungodly, 

his faith is 
reckoned as 

righteousness 
… for this 

reason it is  
by faith.” 

Rom. 4:5, 16a 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

“But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, 

in that while  
we were yet sinners,  

Christ died for us.”  

Rom. 5:8 

“God is now declaring to 
men that all everywhere 

should repent.”  
 Acts 17:30 

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, 
and you shall be saved.”   

Acts 16:31 

All who are Called 
& Regenerated 

and All who Repent 
& Believe the Gospel 

are Justified 
& Reconciled 

imputed 
sin 

“But God … made us alive 
together in Christ. .…  For 
by grace you have been 

saved through faith;” 
Eph. 2:4-9 

sin covered 
and removed 

imputed 
righteousness 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God’s great saving work of amazing grace in Christ is a gloriously complete work 
 

A means whereby a sinner, helpless before God and condemned under His just wrath,  
alienated from God, separated from God, and hostile to God, can come to realize a righteous 

standing before God, and come to know peace with God, and come to be relationally reconciled to 
God, and experience living union with God in His holiness, and even be so transformed as to 

express an authentic love for God, is now available through faith in the glorious Gospel of the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  That is, a complete salvation is available through His Person, His righteous 

life hammered out in His incarnate being, His comprehensive work of redemption through His 
substitutionary atonement, His victory over death and the grave, and His installed priesthood. 

“And there is 
salvation in and 
through no one 
else, for there is 
no other name 
under heaven 
given among 

men by and in 
which we must 

be saved.”   
Acts 4:12 
(Amplified) 

God’s Gospel is 
indeed the 

power of God 
unto salvation to 
all who believe, 
for in its grand 
design and its 
glorious effect  

it brings the 
condemned, 

estranged, and 
helpless sinner 

into a relation of 
peace with God, 
and so by a most 

gracious and  
just means.  
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 God’s Righteous Basis for Justifying a Sinner 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Natural Man 

   God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

       Holy,  Righteous,  Just, Wrathful 
   Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

NONE 
except 

Jesus 
Christ 

Jesus Christ 

The Free Gift 
 of God 

 

Man’s 

Substitute 

Sinless, Perfect, 
Righteous, Holy 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

“Christ died  
for the 

ungodly.” 

 “Christ Jesus came 
into the world to 

save sinners.” 

Propitiation 

(wrath satisfied) 

sin imputed 

“repent & believe in 
the Gospel.” 

Mark 1:15 

“For Christ is the end of the 
Law for everyone who 
believes.”  Rom. 10:4 

sin 
nature 

soul 

body 

sin 
nature 

Spirit 
of 

Christ 
 

soul 

body 
“He who was delivered up for 
our transgressions, and was 
raised for our justification.”   

Rom. 4:25 

“the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all those who 
believe.”  Rom. 3:22 

imputed 
righteousness 

Regenerated, Justified Man 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

Atonement 

(sin covered) 
and 

Expiation 

(sin removed) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Issue: 
As all of God’s 

words are righteous 
and true, and all of 
His works are done 

in righteousness and 
truth, so His saving 

work in a sinner and 
His declaration of a 

regenerate sinner as 
righteous must also 

be just and true.  
Truth is 

correspondence 
with reality, and so 
justification must 

have exacting 
conformity with 

what is true about 
the state of a 

regenerated sinner.  
In the divine work of 

regeneration and 
justification, an 

authentically true 
righteousness must 
be characteristic of 

the regenerated 
state of the  

justified sinner.   
That is, God must 
have a thoroughly 

just basis for 
justifying a sinner.  

However, it is 
undeniable that 

every mortal 
continues to commit 

sin, regenerate 
mortals as well as 

unregenerate. 
Thus, a serious 

challenge arises in 
our understanding 

of God and His 
justifying work. 

The Resolution: I    The answer to the challenge to 
God’s character and to His justifying work is set forth in 
clear and blessed terms in Scripture.  It is answered in 

the antitype of the rite of circumcision and is then 
illustrated in the sacrament of believer’s baptism.   

The schematic above (see following page also) depicts 
the underlying basis for God’s thoroughly just 

declaration of justification of a regenerate sinner.   
It rests on the re-creative transformation of natural 
man (man in Adam) under wrath to regenerate man  

knowing peace with God.  The key action is the Spirit’s 
regenerational work of ‘circumcision of the heart’. 

“and circumcision is that 
which is of the heart,  

by the Spirit,  
not by the letter.”   

Rom. 2:29 
 

“… in Him you were also 
circumcised with a 
circumcision made 

without hands in the 
removal of the body of 

the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ.”   

Col. 2:11  
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An Inside View of Man – Past, Present, Future 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adam, as God created him 

spirit 
(holy) 

soul 
(innocent) 

body (perfect) 

body 

soul sin 
nature 

Natural Man – Present  

body 

soul Holy 
Spirit 

Jesus, virgin-born son of Mary 
Incarnate Son of God 

soul Spirit of 
Christ 

Glorified Man 

body 

soul 
sin 

nature 

Spirit of 
Christ 

A Mortal Saint 

Regenerated & Reconciled Man 

A Resurrected Saint 

“… in Him you were also circumcised 
with a circumcision made without 

hands, in the removal of the body of 
the flesh by the circumcision of Christ.”  

    Col. 2:11 

“For whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed 
to the image of His Son, so that He 

might be the first-born of many 
brethren.”  Rom. 8:29 

glorified body 

Adam after the Fall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Resolution: II 
As noted, since God is 
forever righteous and 
true in His words and 

His works, there 
might appear to be a 

challenge to His 
character and His 
work in justifying 

sinners.  However, a 
comprehensive 

insight into His full 
saving work reveals, 

as necessary, no 
contradictory element 
in regard to either His 

character or work. 
His saving work 
involves three 

exacting actions that 
totally overcome any 
and every challenge.   

 

Consider:   
1)  The circumcision of  

the sin nature from 
the soul-spirit (from 
the eternal essence) 

of a person;   
2)  The implantation  
of a wholly righteous 
nature; namely, the 
very Holy Spirit of 
Christ, creating a  

wholly ‘new creature’ 
essence in the 

regenerate person;  
3)  The imputation  

of the sin of the 
regenerate sinner to 

Christ, resolved in His 
propitiatory, atoning, 
and expiating work,  
is followed by the 
imputation of the 

perfect righteousness 
of Christ earned as 
representative man 

under the Law. 

God’s Righteous Basis for Justifying a Sinner:  Part 2 

The Conclusion:    The end in God’s saving work is to bring all 
elect, called, regenerated and justified sinners into conformity to 

the very image of His Beloved Son.  This goal will be fully 
accomplished at the consummation of the age when, after 

resurrection and glorification of all saints, everyone will hold a 
corresponding identity with the Son … the Father will indeed have 
brought “many sons to glory”.  The Father’s delight in His Son will 

then be communicated equally with all sons conformed to The Son. 
And it will be just as The Son requested of the Father: “that the 

love wherewith Thou didst love Me may be in them”.  (John 17:26)   
This is the destined end of God’s great and glorious salvation! 
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God’s Redemptive Working in Christ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

      God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

        

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

“For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received, that 

Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and that He was raised on 

the third day according to the 
Scriptures.”  I Cor. 15:3-4 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

“Christ redeemed us 
from the curse of the 
Law, having become a 

curse for us.” 
Gal. 3:13 

For there is one God, and 
one mediator between 
God and man, the man 
Christ Jesus, who gave 

His life a ransom for all.”  
I Tim. 2:5-6 

“[Christ] was obligated 
to be made like His 

brethren in all things … 
to make propitiation for 
the sins of the people”   

Heb. 2:17 

“God so loved the 
world that He gave 
His only begotten 
Son.”  John 3:16 

“He Himself 
carried our sins in 

His body  
up to the cross.” 

I Pet. 2:24 

“For Christ also died for sins 
once for all, the just for the 

unjust that He might bring us to 
God, having been put to death 
in the flesh, but made alive in 

the Spirit.”  I Pet. 3:18 

“He made Him who knew no 
sin to be sin on our behalf,  
that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him.”  
II Cor. 5:21 

“For if while we were enemies, 
we were reconciled to God 

through the death of His Son, 
much more, having been 

reconciled, we shall be saved 
by His life.”  Rom 5:10 

“Therefore having been 
justified by faith,  

we have peace with God 

through our  

Lord Jesus Christ,”   
Rom. 5:1-2 

Salvation by Grace through Faith – the Gift of God 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The goal of God’s 
saving work in 

Christ, the very goal 
of the message of 
God’s Gospel, is to 
reconcile sinners to 

God who is holy.   
Now, since God is 

immutably holy and 
righteous, He can 
have a relational 

disposition of peace 
only with holy and 

righteous creatures.   
Hence, for a 

disposition of peace 
between God and 
man to exist, the 
reconciled sinner 
must be, in truth, 
righteous; that is,  
he must possess a 

righteousness that is 
impeccable in its 
authenticity and 

worthy of just 
approval before 

God’s judgment bar 
of absolute holiness.   

Only then can a 
creature in God’s 

image know peace 
with God.   

The redemptive 
working in Christ – 
in His entire life in 

His incarnation,  
His substitutionary 
atoning sacrifice,  
His resurrection,  
His installation as 
High Priest – only 

these in sum 
provide the precise 

and complete 
requirements for an 

eternal salvation. 

Christ has for sin atonement made;  
What a wonderful Savior! 

We are redeemed the price is paid;  
What a wonderful Savior! 

 

I praise Him for the cleansing blood; 
What a wonderful Savior! 

That reconciled my soul to God; 
What a wonderful Savior! 

 

He cleansed my heart from all its sin;  
What a wonderful Savior! 

(And now I know His peace within;) 
What a wonderful Savior! 

(His Spirit forever dwells in my soul;) 
What a wonderful Savior! 

And now He reigns and rules within;  
What a wonderful Savior! 

 

He gives me overcoming pow’r; 
What a wonderful Savior! 

And triumph in each trying hour; 
What a wonderful Savior! 

 

Text and Music by Elisha A. Hoffman 
(Alterations by LGR) 
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God’s Redemptive-Adoptive Fatherhood 
From “Sons of Adam” to “Sons of God” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   God 
Sovereign,  Omnipotent Creator 

     Holy, Righteous, Just, Wrathful 
  Merciful,  Loving,  Gracious 

NONE 
except 

Jesus  

Christ 

ALL 
in 

Adam’s 
Race 

Peace 

Toward 
Righteousness 

Wrath 

Toward 
Sin 

 

“For He rescued us from 
the domain of darkness, 
and transferred us to the 
kingdom of His beloved 
Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins.”  

 Col. 1:13-14 

A son of Adam 
In Adam’s family 

Dead in sin 
Hostile toward God 

Condemned 
Alienated 

A son of God 
In God’s household 

Alive to righteousness 
Accepted in Christ 

Justified 
Reconciled 

Essential Elements in God’s Redemptive-Adoptive Work 
 

 Propitiation:  satisfaction of God’s wrath toward sin  
 

 Atonement:  sin covered; forgiveness possible 
 

 Expiation:  sin removed; reconciliation possible 
 

 Regeneration: creation of a holy, inner-life principle  
 

 Justification:  judicial imputation of a perfect righteousness  
 

 Adoption:  a legal standing as “sons of God” established  
 

 Reconciliation: relationship with God assured and experienced 
 

 Resurrection:  realization of mature sonship in glorified bodies 

“Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The work of adoption, 
and the called sinner’s 
privilege in adoption, 
rest on the gracious 

work of regeneration 
(implantation of a new 

life principle) and of 
justification (pardon 
from condemnation 

and declared accepted 
as righteous).  

However, only through 
adoption is the love of 
the Father bestowed  

and experienced  
in a relationship of 

sonship – one of 
endearing intimacy.  

This sonship 
relationship includes 
being clothed in the 

righteousness of Christ, 
conformed to the 

image of Christ, sharing 
in the glory of Christ, 
seeing Christ as He is, 

having status as  
a joint-heir, and  

knowing an authentic 
and vital familial 
relationship with  

the Father. 
Adoption is the full 

benefit of union with 
Christ – the glorious 
end in God’s Gospel. 

God’s glorious working of amazing grace is a complete work, 
even one that brings condemned “sons of Adam” (man “in 

Adam”) into a full and authentic likeness to the Father’s own 
Beloved Son.  It is through adoption that this eternal 
relationship of love and nearness, even a relationship 

corresponding to that known eternally between the Father 
and the Son, is opened to a regenerated sinner.  Through the 
full complement of the essential elements in God’s complete 

salvation a saint is literally placed “in Christ”, and is in a 
position with relational equivalency as that known by the Son 

in His loving embrace by the Father.   (see John 17:26). 

“But when the fullness of time came, 
God sent forth His Son, born of a 

woman, born under the Law, in order 
that He might redeem those who were 
under the Law, that we might receive 

the adoption as sons.  And because you 
are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit 

of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba 
Father!’  Therefore you are no longer a 
slave, but a son; and if a son, then an 

heir through God.”  Gal. 4:4-7  

Note:  God’s adoptive work is discussed in  
more elaborative detail in an essay in Part 2. 
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Contrasting and Comparing Justification and Adoption 
 

 Justification is a legal concept and action that:   

 pertains to issues of law and righteousness   

 relates principally to a legal declaration of righteous standing before God as Judge. 
 

 Adoption is a legal concept and action that:   

 pertains to family status and relationship   

 relates principally to a legal placement as sons in living relation to God as Father. 
 

 Justification is the regenerated sinner’s:   

 most basic need – righteousness … and is, therefore, a sinner’s most  
fundamental blessing found in the Gospel. 

 

 Adoption is the regenerated sinner’s:   

 richest blessing – eternal sonship … and is, therefore, a sinner’s highest 
privilege found in the Gospel. 

 

 Justification relates to a regenerated sinner’s:   

 judicial standing before God who is holy … relating to the actual possession of a 
righteousness that conforms fully to that of His Beloved Son. 

 

 Adoption relates to a regenerated sinner’s:   

 sonship status in the household of God … relating to the spectrum of rights and  
privileges of covenantal sonship in the Father’s family, even one conforming to  
familial rights and privileges of His own Beloved Son 

 the rights and privileges of access to the Father  

 the rights and privileges of the Father’s protective care  
 the rights and privileges of all covenantal promises  
 the rights and privileges of heirship  
 the rights and privileges of eternal life  
 the rights and privileges of sharing in the Father’s glory. 

 

Both justification and adoption rest on unalterable decrees that are communicated wholly by grace from 
the immutable Sovereign. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Adoption is an act of the free grace of God, in 
and for His only Son Jesus Christ, whereby all 
those that are justified are received into the 

number of His children, have His name put on 
them, the Spirit of His Son given to them, are 

under His fatherly care and dispensations, 
admitted to all the liberties and privileges of the 

sons of God, made heirs of all the promises,  
and fellow heirs with Christ in glory.”   

Westminster Larger Catechism   
(Q. 74: What is adoption?) 

“Adoption is a family idea, conceived in 
terms of love, and viewing God as Father.  
In adoption, God takes us into His family 
and fellowship and He establishes us as 

His children and heirs.   
Closeness, affection and generosity are at 

the heart of the relationship.   
To be right with God the judge is a great 
thing, but to be loved and cared for by 

God the Father is greater.”   
J.I. Packer 
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Our Glorious Ascended Lord 
 and  

His Comprehensive Work of Eternal Salvation 

pre-incarnational glory 

(innate, pre-creational glory) 
“the glory I had with Thee  

before the world was.”  John 17:5 

ascended glory 

(intrinsic + acquired glory) 
“the glory which Thou has given Me”  

John 17:24 

humiliation 

“Christ Jesus, who, 
although He existed 
in the form of God, 

did not regard 
equality with God a 
thing to be grasped, 

but emptied 
Himself, … being 

made in the likeness 
of men.”  Phil. 2:5-7 

“… which He purposed in 
[Christ] … the summing up 

of all things in Christ, things 
in heaven and things upon 

the earth.  … when He raised 
Him from the dead, and 

seated Him at His right hand 
… far above all rule and 

authority and power and 
dominion, and every name 

that is named,  
not only in this age,  

but also in the one to come.  
And He put all things in 

subjection under His feet, 
and gave Him as head over 
all things to the church, …”  

 Eph. 1:9-10, 20-22 

Outcomes of Our Lord’s Ascension  
 

Validation by the Father of His: 

 true, authentic, and eternal deity  

 completed redemptive mission. 
 

Coronation by the Father of Him as: 

 King of glory (worthy of all worship)  

 King of kings (supreme in majesty). 
 

Enthronement by the Father of Him as: 

 Sovereign with authority to judge  

 Lord ruling with absolute authority.  
 

Installation by the Father of Him as: 

 perfected, accepted High Priest  
 Head of the Church. 

incarnation 
 

birth 

ascension 
 

resurrection 
 

atoning death 

Our Lord’s sinless earthly life 

“I glorified Thee on the earth, having accomplished (finished)  
the work which Thou hast given Me to do.”  John 17:4 

 

Essential elements in the finished work of redemption by our Lord while He was on earth include:  
 He produced a perfect righteousness – so we could have standing before God;  
 He propitiated the righteous wrath of God toward sin – so we could know peace with God;  
 He provided an atonement for sin – so we could know forgiveness of sin;  
 He conquered death and the grave – so we could have the sure hope of everlasting life.  

 

He accomplished all the preparatory work necessary to enact a righteous basis for reconciliation  
of regenerated sinners with God, and to provide all that is needful for their eternal glorification. 

However, this was only a “necessary, preparatory work” – there remained the essential need 
for a High Priest who is perfected as a man, and who is accepted and installed by God to  

faithfully exercise a perpetual ministry as Mediator/Advocate between God and man. 
This latter, heavenly work, made possible only by the fact of His ascension and session,  

is vital to the perfecting of an eternal and complete salvation, and should be seen  
and understood therefore as an integral part of His full-scope saving work. 

exaltation 

“But we do see  … 
Jesus, because of 
suffering of death 

crowned with 
glory and honor” 

Heb. 2:9 

“God … has 
glorified His 

servant Jesus”   
Acts 3:13 
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A Full-Orbed View of the Saving Work of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

1.  Salvation requires His incarnation – His entering the human race via the virgin birth. 
 

 The Savior of men must come from among mankind – a man must pay man’s penalty for 
sin, and a man must produce a human righteousness that has standing before God, the 
Creator and Judge of man … justice requires it. 

 The Savior of men cannot be born of the seed of Adam – eternal life cannot spring from a 
depraved, condemned and dying sinner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.  Salvation requires His perfect life – His living a completely sinless life as a true man. 
 

 A substitute for man, the sinner, must be a sinless man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A perfect righteousness that avails before God must be generated by a man. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 A perfected representative from among men must be available to represent man  
before God as High Priest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comment 
A fallen, condemned man can only die for his own sin – he cannot both pay the just 

penalty for sin and generate a righteous basis for living before God.  That is, he 
cannot of himself overcome God’s just wrath toward him in his sin – he cannot 
provide a just basis of forgiveness of his sin and, at the same time, produce a 

righteousness that avails before God who is holy. 
 

The perfect, sinless life of Jesus as an adult is an absolute necessity (it is an 
inescapable prerequisite) in the work of salvation.  If salvation rested solely on the 
death and resurrection of our Savior, then Jesus could have been taken as an infant 
to Jerusalem by Joseph and Mary and offered as our sacrifice for sins.  However, the 
acceptable propitiatory sacrifice had to be an adult who is unblemished in real tests 
of submission to the will of the Father while living under the Law.  This requirement 
is set forth with precise clarity in the requirements and type of the Passover Lamb, 

and in the specifications for a sin offering (cf., Ex. 12:5; Lev. 22:1-20 ). 

Comment 
A depraved sinner can never produce an acceptable righteousness before God who 

is holy, neither can he ever earn righteousness for himself.  Yet, since God is 
uncompromisingly just, a perfect righteousness produced by a sinless substitute 

must be available if God is to ever justify a sinner.   
That is, an authentically human righteousness must be available to be offered as a 
free gift of grace by God to sinful man as a satisfactory, substitute righteousness. 

Comment 
The generational principle of life stands:  The life of one kind can only generate 
   life of the very same kind.   

Application:  A depraved human being can only generate a depraved person; 
          a sinful human being can never generate a righteous person. 

The work of salvation requires that the Savior of men be: 
 perfected for the work of propitiation and atonement 
 perfected for the work of justification 
 perfected for ministry as our permanent High Priest. 

The incarnation is an 

act that is totally 

contrary to nature, yet 

it was not separate 

from nature.  The 

virgin conception is 

doubtless the greatest 

miracle of creation, 

and the entrance of 

the Son in the human 

condition  stands 

forever  as the 

greatest act of 

humiliation. 

The perfectly sinless 

of life of the Lord 

Jesus Christ sets Him 

apart from all men in 

His actual humanity, 

and it uniquely equips 

Him for the role of 

being the redeemer of 

man – it is the 

indispensable 

qualification of a  

‘sin-bearer.’ 

This perfectly sinless 

life was lived out in 

normal human 

experiences with real 

human weaknesses 

 (e.g.,  hunger, thirst, 

weariness, etc.) and 

with real human 

infirmities (e.g.,  

suffering pain, 

emotional distress, 

etc.),  yet without any 

latent sin nature that 

would necessarily be 

inherited by any 

“direct seed” 

descendant of Adam.  

He was born under 

the Law, and He 

perfectly fulfilled the 

Law in His true and 

real humanity. 
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3.  Salvation requires His substitutionary, sacrificial death – His voluntary,  
atoning death. 

 

 Sin is an infinite offense because it is against infinite holiness, and it is an offense against 
infinitely glorious standards of righteousness.  As such, sin is a transgression requiring an 
infinitely meritorious sacrifice if atonement is ever to become available (i.e., if 
forgiveness of sin, and if removal of the guilt and alienation arising from sin, is to ever 
become a reality in God’s economy). 

 The wages of sin is death, and a perfectly just man must die to propitiate God’s righteous 
indignation against man, the sinner. 

 The life of the flesh is in the blood, and blood of an innocent substitute is required to 
atone for man’s sin.  
That is, there must be a just provision both for the forgiveness of sin and for the 
expiation of sin; there must be a just provision for the erasure of the guilt of sin and for 
the expunging of all effects of transgression. 

 

4.  Salvation requires His resurrection – His glorious victory over death and the grave. 
 

 Death, the direct and unavoidable consequence of sin, cannot hold a perfectly sinless 
person captive – resurrection is a necessary and true validation of a sinless life. 

 A perfectly righteous, living substitute must exist for God to defeat death and justify a 
depraved, condemned and dying sinner. 

 A perfectly righteous, living advocate must exist for a justified sinner to have living 
relationship with God. 
 
 

5.  Salvation requires His ascension and His installation as permanent High Priest. 
 

 The substitute who atones for man’s sin must apply His own blood on the mercy seat in 
the tabernacle in heaven (i.e., in God’s presence) if sinful man is ever to be reconciled to 
God – He must make purification of sins and provide a just basis for relationship with 
God. 

 A perfected representative from among man, one perfected by human experience and 
through accomplishment of the work of propitiation, must be present at the throne of 
the Majesty on high for man to have access to God – representation by a righteous angel 
can never suffice.  

 A man who is perfectly acceptable before God, and who has been appointed by God, 
must continually minister as advocate and intercessor before God if man is to know living 
relationship with God. 

 A man installed by God as permanent High Priest must actively minister as advocate and 
intercessor before God if man is to ever possess eternal salvation … and if man is to be 
securely preserved in this salvation … and if man is to have a full assurance of eternal 
salvation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The voluntary death 

of Christ is the most 

amazing act of loyal 

submission 

(submitting to the 

authority and will of 

the Father), and 

stands for all eternity 

as the supreme action 

and example of 

mercy and love. 

The resurrection is an 

undeniable & 

unconquerable  fact 

of history  – the 

indispensable 

foundation of and the 

irrefutable apologetic 

for the Christian 

faith. 

The installation of 

the Lord Jesus Christ 

as great and 

permanent High 

Priest is the 

consummating act of 

the glorious and 

gracious work of 

salvation  –  it is the 

very “tying of the 

ribbon bow” on the 

complete package of 

God’s saving work 

on behalf of man – 

man, the sinner. 

Essential elements in God’s saving work: 

 wrath must be propitiated  

 justice must be exacted 

 transgression must be forgiven 

 sin must be removed (expiated) 

 regeneration must be realized 

 righteousness must be provided 

 reconciliation must be effected 

 relationship must be established 

 sanctification must be perfected 

 glorification must be assured 

 adoption must finalized 

If the Christ who died had stopped at the cross, 

His work had been incomplete. 

If the Christ that was buried had stayed in the tomb, 

He had only known defeat. 

But the way of the cross never stops at the cross, 

and the way of the tomb leads on 

to victorious grace in the heavenly place 

where the risen Lord has gone. 
 

Annie Johnson Flint 
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Conversion 
 

Conversion is the conscious act of a regenerate person in turning to God in repentance and faith.  It can 
also be defined as the outward evidence of regeneration.  Conversion is made possible by the 
regenerating, transformational work of the Holy Spirit in the life of a person made in the image of God.  
It involves the conscious, deliberate act of a regenerate person in a “turning of heart, mind, and will”: 
 

1. A turning in repentance from sin  
 that is, a turning from sin to God – particularly, accepting  

 His view of the heinousness of sin, and 

 His view of me as a guilty sinner 
2. A turning in faith to Christ  

 that is, a placing of implicit faith in the entirety of God’s  
 revealed truth – particularly as it reveals  

 God as holy and sovereign, 

 man as a sinner, and 

 the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Savior for man. 
 

“Scripture puts repentance and faith together as different aspects of one act of coming to Christ 
for salvation.  …  When we turn to Christ for salvation from our sins, we are simultaneously 
turning away from the sins that we are asking Christ to save us from.”  (Grudem) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“The faith that is unto salvation is a penitent faith and 
the repentance that is unto life is a believing 

repentance.  …  Faith is faith in Christ for salvation from 
sin.  But if faith is directed to salvation from sin, there 
must be a hatred of sin and a desire to be saved from 
it.  Such hatred of sin involves repentance.  …  Again, if 
we remember that repentance is turning from sin unto 

God, the turning to God implies faith in the mercy of 
God, as revealed in Christ.  It is impossible to 

disentangle faith and repentance.  Saving faith is 
permeated with repentance and repentance is 

permeated with faith.”  (John Murray, 1955) 

The fall of man involved a willful act of 
turning – a willful turning away from 

God and a turning from life to death … 
it was a “whole-life” fall. 

 

The regenerational and restorative 
working required to transform a 
person radically corrupted by sin 

requires both a “new birth” plus a 
“progressive returning” – even 

a “whole life” turning and 
a “whole life-time” returning. 

Note:   The fall was 
sudden, radical and 

comprehensive, 
although sinners 

can yet learn to go 
even deeper into 

the “perfection” of 
their rebellion and 

self-indulgent 
corruptions.  

 By contrast, the 
restorative growth 

involved in 
conversion is a 

progressive process 
… both gradual  
and continuing. 

“Conversion” = turning / change 
The ‘turning/changing’ implicit in 

conversion involves the twin actions 
of repentance and faith, both of 

which spring from the regenerating 
work of the Holy Spirit.  One action 
does not authentically arise apart 

from the other – they can be 
properly distinguished, but they are 

never legitimately disjoined, 
functioning as “stand alone” actions. 
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A.  Repentance 
Def’n.   “The conscious turning of the regenerate person away from sin and toward God in a 
complete change of living, which reveals itself in a new way of thinking, feeling, and willing.”  
(Hoekema). 

 

Def’n.   “Repentance is a heartfelt sorrow for sin, a renouncing of it, and a sincere commitment 
to forsake it and walk in obedience to Christ.  …  Genuine repentance involves a deep sense that 
the worst thing about one’s sin is that it has offended a holy God.”  (Grudem) 

 

Q. 87.  What is repentance unto life?   
A.  Repentance unto life is a saving grace whereby a sinner, out of a true sense of his sin, and 
apprehension of the mercy of God in Christ, doth, with grief and hatred of his sin, turn from it 
unto God, with full purpose of, and endeavor after, new obedience.  (WCF  Shorter Catechism) 

 

Two elements integral to true repentance are (cf., Calvin): 
1. mortification:  a sorrow of soul and a dread arising from both the recognition of sin and an 

awareness of divine judgment; a deep consciousness of sin and a soul-piercing fear of God that 
leads a penitent sinner to crucify the flesh and old nature that are hostile toward God. 

mortify = to render as dead; to reckon as without life or force. 
2. vivification:  a leaning upon the goodness of God in His atoning mercy and grace, and a 

committed desire to pursue a holy and devoted manner of living in the Spirit before God and to 
God, purposing to grow in practical holiness through the Spirit and the Word. 

vivify = to animate; to make come to life; to make obviously active and striking. 
 

“In this life even the 
holiest have only a small 

beginning of this 
obedience.” 

Heidelberg Catechism 

Conversion pertains to that re-creative-restorative process in which 
the Spirit of God takes a sinner, one radically fallen and “in Adam”, 

and places that sinner “in Christ”, perfecting holiness in that 
regenerated sinner-saint, transforming him/her progressively into 

the very image and likeness that corresponds to Christ Himself. 

“Truly I say to you, unless you are 
converted (lit., turned) and 

become like children, you will not 
enter the kingdom of heaven.”  

Matt. 18:3 

“Seek the LORD while He may be found; call upon Him while He 
is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way and the unrighteous 

man his thoughts; and let him return unto the LORD,  
and He will have compassion on him, and to our God,  

for He will abundantly pardon.”  Isa. 55:6-7 

“… you laid 
aside the old 
self with its 

evil practices, 
and have put 
on the new 

self who  
is being 

renewed to 
 a true 

knowledge 
according to 
the image of 
the One who 
created him”  

Col. 3:9-10 
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Repentance is a new life direction: a life directed away from sin and re-directed toward God and His 
righteousness.  It involves a deep sorrow for sin and a consequent change in behavior, and should be 
understood as a life-long activity, never as simply a ‘one-time’ or ‘once-for-all’ action. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Perspective:  Repentance is an essential element in any proper presentation of the Gospel.  Repentance 
was central to:  

 John’s ministry:  Matt. 3:1-2;  Mk. 1:4 

 Jesus’ ministry:  Mk. 1:14-15;  Lk. 24:46-47;  Rev. 3:19 

 Paul’s ministry:  Acts 17:30-31;  20:20-21;  26:19-20;  Rom. 2:4 

 Peter’s ministry:  Acts 2:38;  3:19;  5:30-31;  II Pet. 3:9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some “To  From” or “Negative  Positive” Elements of True Repentance 
(some elements involved in a life-long changing of heart, mind, and will) 

 

turning away from a rejection of the truth 
 about the person and work of Christ 

and turning toward an acceptance of and belief in 
 the truth about the person and work of Christ 

   

turning away from a suppression of the 
knowledge of God 

and turning toward a pursuit of an  
intimate knowing of God 

   

turning away from opposition to and 
hatred of God’s Law 

and turning toward submission to and  
love for God’s Law 

   

turning away from hostility and  
antipathy toward God 

and turning toward love to God and hunger 
 for God 

   

turning away from “flesh-indulgent” living and turning toward “Spirit–rule” living 
   

turning away from ensnarement in the  
ways of sin, evil, cultural morality  

and love of the world system 

and turning toward a commitment to knowing 
 the truth and walking according to the  

stiff standards of true righteousness 
   

turning away from living according to my own 
reasoning and self-constructed values 

and turning toward living my life according to the 
pattern of God’s mind and His values 

   

turning away from a focus on self-fulfillment and turning toward a focus on glorifying God 
 

“You must change your hearts 
and minds––for the kingdom  

of heaven has arrived.”  
 Matt. 4:17  (Phillips) 

“Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the 
gospel of God, and saying, ‘The time is 
fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe the gospel.’ ”  
Mk. 1:14-15 

“and [Jesus] said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the 
Christ would suffer and rise again from the dead the 

third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, 

beginning from Jerusalem.’ ”  Lk. 24:46-47 

Note:  This “life-direction turning” of repentance & faith is not a uniquely ‘Gospel call’. 
The same call appears prominently throughout both the OT and the NT Scriptures, and its 
content and emphasis in both testaments is unchanged.  Furthermore, and with particular 

reference to conversion, the turning of repentance and faith pressed in OT texts 
(e.g., Isa. 55:6-9; Isa. 58; Mal. 3:7) was to be manifested through such concrete actions as 

rejecting idolatry, submitting to the Law of God, practicing an authentic compassion toward 
the poor and needy, expressing a passion for justice, holding a deep respect for the purpose 

and practice of the Sabbath, and worshipping Yahweh Elohim with an undivided loyalty. 

Note:  The commands of Jesus to “repent and believe the gospel” are in the present tense – there is to be 
both a continuation and a progression in the exercise of these Christian graces in the life of a saint. 
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B.  Faith. 

Def’n.   The NT concept of faith involves a belief that God exists, an acceptance that Jesus is God’s 
Son, a trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as the only Savior, and an acceptance of the of the Word of God 
as timelessly authoritative.  It accepts what is revealed about things seen or unseen with resolute 
certainty, and it holds the content of revelation as true and trustworthy with unbending conviction. 

 

 Faith is a trusting in and a resting on the complete revelation of God both in 
Christ and in His written Word, embracing it as the ultimate authority 
deserving one’s full respect and unqualified obedience. 

 True faith is “a knowledge and conviction that everything God reveals in His 
Word is true.”  (Heidelberg Catechism) 

 “(Faith is) the freely given promise in Christ, both revealed to our minds and 
sealed upon our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  …  Not just an intellectual 
knowledge, but a ‘firm and effectual confidence’.”  (Calvin) 

 “Saving faith may be defined as a response to God’s call by the acceptance 
of Christ with the total person – that is, with assured conviction of the truth 
of the gospel, and with trustful reliance on God in Christ for salvation, 
together with genuine commitment to Christ and to His service.” (Hoekema). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comment:  Repentance is 
an essential aspect relative 

to the “kingdom of God 
(heaven)” because the mind 

of the King’s subject must 
be aligned with (correspond 

to) the mind of the King.  
Only in this way will the 
King’s subject be suited 

toward patterning his/her 
conduct in accordance with 

the will of the King, and 
therewith cooperate with 

the King in His Kingly reign. 

Comment:  Repentance is set forth in the Gospel as a required 
action of all mankind, and it remains a required, continuing action 
of all regenerated sinners.  Why?  Because the Fall was radical and 

comprehensive; because original sin is “whole-life” in both its 
devastation and its reach in every member of Adam’s race.  
Therefore, the turning “from  to” of repentance and faith 

ought to be seen as ‘life-long’ in a regenerated sinner’s 
growth unto personal holiness. 

A justified sinner lives according to his faith, and this faith is not 
ever a Christian discipline divorced from a “whole-life pilgrimage” 
of “from  to” turning – of turning from the rule of the flesh to a 
rule of the Spirit.  The person who is just by faith lives by his/her 
faith + repentance – a faith that is “permeated with repentance” 

plus a repentance that is “permeated with faith”. 

Comment:  It is clear, therefore, that the placing of faith in the 
person and saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ is ‘answered’ 
with righteousness credited to the account of all who believe.  
Salvation is by faith – by faith alone in Christ alone!  But there 
is the expectation that the faith that results in one’s receipt of 
the gift of salvation will inevitably lead to distinct changes in 

thinking, attitude, and life style (behavior).  That is, it is a 
penitent faith – a faith that stimulates both a turning from sin 

and a directing of the mind & heart towards a perfecting of 
holiness in the fear of the Lord for the glory of the Lord. 

End Note:  A repentance that is permeated  
with faith and a faith that is permeated with 

repentance is the high ideal set forth in 
Scripture––an ideal that all saints should 

strive to reveal.  However, we are not saved 
by the perfection of either our faith or our 
repentance, but solely by the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Yet our walk 
of faith and repentance are foundational to 

one’s assurance of salvation. 

“Therefore … God is declaring to men that all people 
everywhere should repent, because He has fixed a 

day in which He will judge the world in 
righteousness through a Man whom He has 

appointed, having furnished proof to all men by 
raising Him from the dead.”  Acts 17:30-31 

“I did not shrink from declaring to you 
anything that was profitable, and teaching 

you publicly and from house to house, 
solemnly testifying to both Jews and Greeks 
of repentance toward God and faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ.”  Acts 20:20-21 

“Now to the one 
who works, his wage 
is not reckoned as a 
favor, but as what is 
due.  But to the one 
who does not work, 
but believes in Him 

who justifies the 
ungodly, his faith is 

reckoned as 
righteousness,”  

Rom. 4:4-5 
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Summary Perspective 
 

As conversion is a life-time and life-style process in which a saint is actively engaged on this side of glory, 
its implied sense and nature might be instructively illustrated in the following diagram.  The goal of 
conversion is directed upward and forward toward glorification beginning at the moment of 
regeneration.  Regeneration occurs at that point when, through a gracious work of divine power, a 
sinner is transferred from a “natural life-and-mind orientation” (a life orientation dominated by selfish 
and fleshly instincts and desires) into one where the sanctifying presence and power of the Holy Spirit 
enters and begins to stimulate a “new and holy life-and-mind orientation”, one in which holy instincts 
and desires take root and progressively grow toward a mature flourishing and fruitfulness in holy living.  
(See Eph. 4:20-24; Col. 3:1-11) 
 

This new life direction involves a “walk” – a “life movement” in which progress is experienced through 
an active exercise of faith and a frequent turning in repentance.  This is the ordained nature of the 
Christian life which is lived out in the midst of a warfare between the flesh and the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-18).  
God’s purpose in this present age for each of His saints is to progress upward and forward along a 
trajectory that leads to increasing conformity to Christ.  Furthermore, when a saint is progressing in this 
upward, forward process, the Spirit graciously witnesses to our spirit with an affirmation of His 
indwelling presence and bringing an assurance of our salvation.  
 

 
 

End Note: 
 

Conversion is a term that speaks of a “life process” – a life process that involves the active, daily exercise 
of the twin practices of faith & repentance.  From both a doctrinal and descriptive perspective, the term 
“conversion” is closely allied with another Biblical term, “sanctification”.  These two terms have a 
considerable overlap in both goal and process, and are rightly set side-by-side in any consistent 
presentation of the doctrine of salvation.  As such, this chapter and the diagram above are, in a 
significant sense, an appropriate introduction to the chapter which immediately follows: 
“Sanctification: God’s High Calling and Purpose for His Saints”. 
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Sanctification: God’s High Calling and Purpose for His Saints 
 

The term “sanctify” comes from a combination of two Latin words: 

 “sanctus” = holy … to be set apart; identified as sacred (the extreme opposite of profane) 

 “ficare” = to make; to render either by an act of imputation or by an active process 
 

       sanctify      =  to make holy; to render or treat as sacred … a definitive act or a process 
    sanctified     =  made holy … in a state of being holy––set apart as sacred 
 sanctification =  the work and/or process of being brought into a state of holiness 

 

Sanctification: Foundational Elements 
 It is to be set apart to God for holy purposes 
 It is to be set apart from sin and unto godliness 

 

 Its basis:  the holiness of God 
 Its root:   union with Christ 
 Its goal:   personal holiness:  holiness in essence and in practice––for the praise of His glory 

 i.e., conformity to the likeness of Christ  
 i.e., renewal to the image of Him who created us 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“For those whom He 
foreknew, He also predestined 
to become conformed to the 
image of His Son, so that He 

would be the firstborn among 
many brethren.”   Rom. 8:29 

“and have put on the new 
self who is being renewed 

to a true knowledge 
according to the image of 

the One who created him.”    
Col. 3:10 

“God, who has saved us and 
called us with a holy calling, … 
according to His own purpose 

and grace which was granted us 
in Christ Jesus from before the 
world began,”   II Tim. 1:8-10 

Essential Perspectives:  

Sanctification cannot be properly comprehended apart from a serious  
consideration of the holiness of God.  The holiness of God, simply put, is the very  

“God-ness” of God – it is His super-superlative and most definitive attribute. 
 Holiness is His separateness – a separateness of infinite qualitative distinction relative 

to man … a superiority in perfection, power, authority, uprightness, wisdom, … 
 Holiness is His unwavering and inviolable commitment to sustain the perfection of His 

character in all exercises of His power, authority, justice, wrath, love, mercy, grace, … 
 

God is holy, and His high purpose in redemption is to prepare a holy people for the glory  
of His great name.  Hence, sanctification is at the very heart of His saving work. 

 Sanctification needs to be seen in the bright light of God’s holy character and the 
stiffness and straightness of His Law. 

 Sanctification needs to be seen in reference to one’s fallen position in Adam and 
one’s reconciled position in Christ. 

 

 He has called us to share His holiness:   
“He disciplines us for our good, so that we may share His holiness.”   Heb. 12:10 

 He has called us to sanctification:   
“Pursue … the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”   Heb. 12:14 

“This is the will of God, your sanctification;”   I Thess. 4:3 
 

 Because God is holy, He has called us to become holy. 
 Because God has called us to become holy, He has sanctified us. 
 Because God has sanctified us, we are commanded to become sanctified. 
 Because God has commanded us to become sanctified, we pursue sanctification. 

“Speak to all the congregation of the 
sons of Israel and say to them,  

‘You shall be holy, for I, Yahweh your 
Elohim, am holy’.”  Lev. 19:2 

“I am Yahweh who sanctifies you.”  
 Lev. 20:8; 22:9, 16, 32 
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Sanctification: Further Foundations 
 It is both a work and a process  
 It contains both a definite completed action and an ongoing progressive acting  
 It contains both negatively-directed and positively-directed requirements 

 

 It has been accomplished (positionally) through our union with Christ 

 It is being accomplished (practically) by the power and work of the Holy Spirit 
 It is accomplished (practically) by the sanctifying force of the truth – the Word of God 
 It is accomplished (practically) by faithful personal diligence 
 It will be accomplished (thoroughly, finally, relationally & gloriously) in glorification – when 

every saint will be like Christ … when they shall see Him as He is. 
 

Def’n. “Sanctification is that gracious operation of the Holy Spirit, 
  involving our responsible participation, by which He delivers us 
  from the pollution of sin, renews our entire nature according to the 
  image of God, and enables us to live lives that are pleasing to Him.” 

(Hoekema) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Therefore, having these 
promises, beloved, let us 
cleanse ourselves from 
all defilement of flesh 
and spirit, perfecting 
holiness in the fear of 

God.”     II Cor. 7:1 

“To the church of  
God which is at 

Corinth,  to those 
who have been 

sanctified in Christ 
Jesus,  saints by 

calling,”   I Cor. 1:2 

“Or do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 
of God.?  …  Such were some of you; but 

you were washed,  but you were 
sanctified,  but you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the 

Spirit of our God.”      I Cor. 6:9-11 
 

“Holiness is no more by 
faith without effort than it 
is by effort without faith.” 

(J.I. Packer) 

Further Perspectives:   

Sanctification is a regenerated sinner’s due response to his holy 
Creator-Redeemer.  It speaks to one’s dutiful response to mirror an authentic 

family identity––an identity that includes both our creative identity/unity 
with the Father through our original “God-kind” creation plus our  

re-creative identity/unity with Christ through regeneration  
and placement as adopted sons. 

 

The regenerated sinner is one who is “of God” (born of God)––a term which 
stands in sharp contrast to one who is “of the world” or “of Satan”. 
The phrase “being of ______”,  when used in reference to a person, 

speaks of the issuing source and the determining force behind what controls, 
what preoccupies, and what issues from the heart of that person. 

Sanctification pertains particularly to the qualitative expression of these 
‘center/fountain’ heart inclinations that operate within a converted sinner. 

 

The source of sanctification is “of God”––holiness must spring from a holy 
fountain/source.  Sanctification is both a “God gift” and a “God work”. 

Because God has sanctified us in Christ through the Spirit, we are called,  
after being thus equipped, to live holy lives.  Holiness issues from the  

Holy Spirit working through a saint as he “walks by faith”.   
God creates the ‘fountain-source’ for sanctification, and then calls the  

saint to become progressively conformed in the practice of his  
spiritual walk and warfare to a true family likeness. 

“So then, my 
beloved, … work 

out your 
salvation with 

fear and 
trembling; for it 
is God who is at 

work in you, 
both to will and 
to work for His 
good pleasure.”   

Phil. 2:12-13 

“He chose us in 
Him before the 
foundation of 

the world, that 
we should be 

holy and 
blameless 

before Him.”  
 Eph. 1:4 
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Sanctification: Some Definitive and Progressive Contrasts 
 It is a definite action––one completed by God when He plants His Spirit in a regenerated sinner’s 

soul … and circumcises the old nature from the soul 

 It is a progressive action––one whereby a reconciled sinner is being led by the Spirit of God … 
and is being renewed in mind 

 

 It is a definite action––one where the regenerated sinner has been crucified with Christ … and 
has kept the law perfectly in Christ 

 It is a progressive action––one whereby a reconciled sinner learns to imitate Christ … and 
purifies his heart even as He is pure 

 

 It is a work of God whereby He makes a regenerated sinner holy 
 It is a work of God whereby He purifies His saints from the pollution of sin … from the 

corruption of the sin nature and from the propensity to commit sin 
 It is a work of God whereby He empowers a reconciled sinner to think, will and act in ways 

that are pleasing before the face of God … and that glorify God 
 It is a progressive action issuing from the working of the Spirit who actively convicts, inclines, 

directs, strengthens, convinces, illuminates, etc. the heart and mind of a saint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sanctification: Principles Underlying its Progressive Development in a Saint 
 It is a work commanded of every believer … a commanded priority for every saint 

 It is the very purpose of God in His electing, calling, regenerating and disciplining grace  
in a saint’s life––all saints are called to sanctification 

 It is reflecting God’s holy character in all arenas of life 
 It is living according to God’s holy law and putting to death any transgression of His law 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 It is a progressive action requiring personal discipline and deliberate assertiveness 
 It involves walking––a learning to walk in the Spirit, a progressive growth in the exercise of 

Spirit-stimulated, holy inclinations of soul and spirit  
 It involves warfare––assaulting the unholy inclinations (habits) of the heart, the allurements 

(lusts) of the world and the flesh, and the schemes of Satan 
 It involves initiative––establishing definite “refusals’ and “disassociations” in one’s behavior … 

renouncing sin and building positive associations with righteousness 
 It involves personal discipline––mortifying the flesh with its lusts …making no provision for 

the flesh … abstaining from fleshy lusts that wage war against the soul …not loving the world 
nor the things in the world 

 In involves purposeful commitment––purposeful participation in leveraging the means of 
grace for growth in godliness 

“but like the Holy One who called 
you,  be holy yourselves also in all 

your behavior;  because it is 
written,  ‘You shall be holy for I am 

holy.’ ”  I Pet. 1:15-16 

“While sanctification in its totality is the work 
of God from the beginning to the end, the 
active participation of the believer is also 

required.  Not only must believers 
appropriate their definitive sanctification by 

faith; they must likewise continue to be 
active in their progressive sanctification, 
bringing holiness to its goal.”  (Hoekema) 

“Sanctification is the process whereby 
the Holy Spirit, in and through the 

people of God, purifies creation from 
sin.  …  The ‘Spirit of holiness’ seeks to 

permeate our creaturely lives, making a 
qualitative difference in the internal 

workings of family, business, art, 
government, and so on.”  (Wolters) 

“How blessed is the man who does not walk in 
the counsel of the wicked, nor stand in the path 
of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers!  But his 
delight is in the law of the LORD, and in His law 

he meditates day and night.”  Ps. 1:1-2 
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 Negatively, it is the putting off of the corruption of sin and the corrupting inclinations of the sin 
nature … being set apart from unrighteousness  

 Positively, it is the development of authentically holy inclinations of soul and spirit … becoming 
set apart to authentically holy behavior (holy thinking, willing and acting). 

 

 Negatively, it is mortifying the flesh:  putting off the “old man” and reckoning oneself to be 
indeed (i.e., as a factual reality) dead to sin 

 Positively, it is walking in the Spirit:  putting on the “new man” and reckoning oneself to be 
indeed (i.e., as a factual reality) alive to God 

 

 Negatively, it is believing that one is delivered from the power of sin to condemn and to plunge 
a converted sinner into eternal condemnation. 

 Positively, it is believing that one is indeed united with Christ in His life, death & resurrection, 
standing positionally as one who is holy and blameless before God, and standing presently 
wholly free from guilt because the eternally effectual propitiatory and atoning blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ continually cleanses from all sin every moment of one’s earthly pilgrimage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End Note #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Therefore if you have been raised up with 
Christ, keep seeking the things above, …  Set 
your mind on the things above, not on things 
that are on earth.  For you have died and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God.”   Col. 3:1-3 

“Therefore put to death the members 
which are upon earth, immorality, 

impurity, passion, evil desire, greed, … 
anger, wrath, malice, slander, abusive 
speech, …  Do not lie …”   Col. 3:5-10 

Justification and Sanctification:  Some Important Contrasts 
 

 Justification has to do with overcoming the guilt and condemnation due to sin. 
 Sanctification has to do with overcoming the pollution and practice of sin. 
 

 Justification is a wholly monergistic work of God, initiated and accomplished by divine 
action alone and based purely on gracious choice and gracious working. 

 Sanctification is both a monergistic and a synergistic work––a work initiated by and 
rooted in divine action, but one in which the justified sinner also has personal 
responsibility to progress in holy practice through Spirit-provided grace. 

 

 Justification is an instantaneous, once-for-all, completed action that is simultaneous 
with regeneration and is accomplished by the Spirit in and through our union with 
Christ––a union which guarantees our future glorification. 

 Sanctification is a progressive work following regeneration that is accomplished 
through a cooperative working of both the Spirit and the saint, and is to be actively 
continued until either physical death or glorification, whichever comes first. 

“For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 
war according to the flesh, for the weapons of 
our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely 

powerful for the destruction of fortresses.  
We are destroying speculations and every 

lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of 
God, and we are taking every thought captive 
to the obedience of Christ, and we are ready 
to punish all disobedience, whenever your 

obedience is complete.”  II Cor. 10:3-6 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength 
of His might.  Put on the full armor of God, so that 
you will be able to stand firm against the schemes 
of the devil.  For our struggle is not against flesh 
and blood, but against the spiritual forces of this 

darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
wickedness in the heavenly places.  Therefore, 

take up the full armor of God, so that you will be 
able to resist in the evil day, and having done 

everything, to stand firm.”  Eph. 6:10-13 
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End Note #2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justification and Sanctification: An Important Fundamental Perspective 
 

Justification and sanctification are foundational aspects of God’s eternal plan of redemption  
and, as such, are explicitly highlighted by two compound names through which He has  

purposed to reveal Himself to His elect. 
 

Yahweh Tsidkenu    Yahweh our righteousness 
“ ‘Behold, the days are coming,’ declares Yahweh, ‘when I shall raise up for David a righteous 
Branch; and He will reign as king and act wisely and do justice and righteousness in the land.  
In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely; and this is His name by which 

He will be called, “Yahweh Tsidkenu” (The LORD our righteousness).’ ”  Jer. 23:5-6 
 

Yahweh M’Kaddesh    Yahweh who sanctifies 
“You shall consecrate (sanctify) yourselves therefore and be holy,  

for I am Yahweh your Elohim.  And you shall keep My statutes and practice them; 

 I am Yahweh M’Kaddesh (The LORD who sanctifies you).”  Lev. 20:7-8 
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Adoption: God’s Predestined End in His Saving Work 
 
Introduction 
 

The end of God’s saving work in Christ is stated succinctly and clearly in this phrase, “bringing many sons 
to glory” (Heb. 2:10).  Now this purpose is a Trinitarian purpose, but it is to be brought to fruition 
particularly through the Son, the “author/founder/pioneer” of salvation.  The incarnation was the 
‘opening’ step in our Lord’s pioneer/authorship work, but the end of that work (the product or payoff) is 
“many sons to glory”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For perspective, consider the beginning of this “son/sonship” end in God’s plan for the ages: namely, the 
creation of man, the creature in God’s image who, as one of “God’s kind”, is specifically suited to be part 
of God’s family.  Adam and Eve were created to be progenitors of a “many sons” line of the “God kind”.  
The Scriptures refer to Adam as, “Adam, the son of God” (Lk. 3:38).  However, Adam failed to achieve 
true “sonship status” in his assigned covenant of works.  As such, he never attained to a position where 
he was fit to be “declared a son” by virtue of a ‘produced’ righteousness that would position him as a 
“sonship inheritor”.  In fact, as federal head of the race of “image of God” creatures, and via the 
generational principle of life, he corrupted not only himself, but the entire line of his progeny. 
 

Thus, since it is the eternal purpose of God to have “many sons” in an eternal state of glory, there must 
be a 2nd Adam, a new federal head, even one who will perform the salvific work justice demands, as well 
as provide that necessary “covenant of works righteousness” which avails before infinite holiness.  Then, 
in a further work, the Father must adopt all those rescued (elect) members from among the 1st Adam’s 
family, and transfer them to status as true ‘inheritor sons’ in God’s family.   In this sense, adoption is 
that essential work which is positioned at the very apex of God’s redemptive plan, and that work which 
leads to the full-scope, eternal fulfillment of His creative purpose. 
 

At this point, pertaining to this adoptive “son/sonship” concept, it is useful to note several Scriptural 
statements from the OT which are worth a preliminary glance.   
 

Statement #1:  Adam’s failure to achieve “declared righteous standing” by the covenant of works was 
followed in time by the adoption of Israel, the family line of Abraham, and the placement of them under 
a guardian/custody of the Law – the Mosaic Covenant.  This point will be elaborated further later. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although born into the Abraham-Isaac-Jacob family line of the promise, yet there is an appointed 
adoption for them.  But what adoptive sort and purpose is this that pertains to a ‘nation-people’ group?.   
 

Statement #2:  Consider next the prophetic statement appearing in Psalm 2, a clear Messianic Psalm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“But we do see Him who has been made for a little while lower than the angels, Jesus, 
because of the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor,  

that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone.  For it was fitting for Him,  
for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, 

to perfect the author of their salvation through sufferings.”  Heb. 2:9-10 

“Thus says Yahweh, ‘Israel is  
My son, My first-born.  …  Let My 
son go, that he may serve Me:’ ” 

Ex. 4:22-23 

The Apostle Paul writes, “… my kinsman  
(my family brotherhood) according to the 
flesh, who are Israelites, to whom belongs  

the adoption as sons, …”  Rom. 9:3-4 

Question:   
How is it that 

Israel is  
Yahweh’s son?  

“I will surely tell of the decree of Yahweh: He said 
to Me, ‘You are My Son, today I have begotten 

You.  Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations 
as Your inheritance, and the very ends of the 

earth as Your possession’.”  Ps. 2:7-8 

What is this conversation involving “My Son” about? 
Hint:  Observe that vs. 2 makes reference to Yahweh 

and to Yahweh’s Anointed One.   
Then vs. 4 introduces Adonai, and vs. 6 speaks of 

Adonai’s installed King ruling from Mt. Zion.  
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In brief, Psalm 2 speaks of Adonai Yahweh’s installed King who is to be, on some future occasion, 
declared to be Adonai Yahweh’s Son.  And of particular note, this declaration will occur on a day when 
this Son is “begotten” of Yahweh.  Further to our focus, the outcome of the indicated “begotten action” 
seems to imply something akin to adoption, a pivotal point begging both for clarification and 
amplification.  Explication concerning the “begotten” action will be addressed later, but it is important 
to observe that this “begotten” action, so it seems, is an action to be known by the eternal Son. 
 

The issues noted in these two statements are elaborated later.  Instead, we focus first on three NT texts 
which speak directly and foundationally to the topic of adoption.  Each speaks to the eternal Godhead’s 
full-scope redemptive working toward that consummate goal of “bringing many sons to glory” from 
among members of Adam’s family, a goal that is integrally connected to this grace of adoption.   
 

Key Text #1   
One of the key texts regarding adoption, and a remarkable statement concerning the whole of God’s 
redemptive working, appears in Gal. 4:4-7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Several ‘up front’ observations are important relative to our understanding of the whole issue of 
salvation.   

 “when the fullness of the time came” (vs. 4).   
God had a ‘before time’ (pre-creation) plan of redemption in and through the 
incarnation, but that plan developed in time and was revealed in time.   

 This pre-temporal redemptive plan is a Trinitarian plan; a plan involving participatory 
contributions from each member of the Triune Godhead.  Note:   

 vs. 4b; “God (the Father) sent forth His Son”  

 vs. 6b; “God (the Father) has sent forth the Spirit” of His Son  

 vs.4-6; note that each verse makes reference to the Son. 

 “born of a woman” (vs. 4).   
This statement has clear reference to the proto-gospel communication by Yahweh 
Elohim concerning Eve during His pronouncement of the Curse (see Gen. 3:15).  God’s 
purpose of adoption, as part of that work of bringing many sons to glory, was implicit to 
the whole covenant of redemption in the Incarnate Son from before the foundation of 
the world. 

 “born under the Law” (vs. 4).   
The Redeemer, God’s sent-forth Son, would live out His life under the strictures 
(stringent regulations) of the Mosaic Covenant – He would be a ‘son of the Law’ and a 
‘son under Law’. 

 

We can note that the purpose of God (the Trinitarian Godhead) in the incarnation of the Son (and also 
the sending forth of the Spirit of the Son) is stated in revelatory clarity in the next phrase in the text.   

vs. 5.  “in order that”  this phrase calls out two purposed works in the incarnation:  

 “redeem”  purchase out from enslavement to sin under the Law … rescue from under the 
condemnatory tyranny of custody under the Law.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“But when the fullness of the time came, God sent 
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law,  

in order that He might redeem those who were under 
the Law, that we might receive the adoption as sons.”  

Gal. 4:4-5 

“And because you are sons, God has sent forth 
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, ‘Abba! 

Father!’  Therefore you are no longer a slave,  
but a son; and if a son, then an heir through God.”  

Gal. 4:6-7 

“But the Scripture has shut up all men under sin 
(i.e., under inheritance of the Adamic nature), …  

we were kept in custody under the law, …  ”  
Gal. 3:22-23 

“So also we, while we were children, 
were held in bondage (enslaved) 
under elementary principles of  

this world.”  Gal. 4:3 



59 

 

 

As in earlier type when God delivered (redeemed) Israel, Yahweh’s first-born son (Ex. 4:22), 
from their tyrannical enslavement in Egypt, so also every person needs redemption from 
tyrannical captivity and enslavement to sin.  However, this grace of redemption from bondage 
to sin, and sin’s just merit of condemnation, does not give, as a singular work, the redeemed 
sinner full-scope ‘family benefits and privileges’ which God purposed in the sending of His Son.  
There is a further, indispensible work necessary in order for a slave to become an heir  the 
slave must first be granted actual status as a son (a legal transaction of purchase), followed by 
be a legally-based declaration that the son is indeed an ‘inheritor son’ … a son holding legal right 
as a ‘full-fledged’ heir.  This latter step is contained within the second purpose statement. 

 

 “adopt”  to place redeemed slaves to sin (slaves under the family line of the 1st Adam) into 
position as true sons of the 2nd Adam, with full legal right as heir alongside the Beloved Son.   

 

This gracious outflow of adoption as indicated in vs. 6-7 involves:   

 receipt of the Spirit of the Son; a necessary grace wherein one is suited to know intimacy with 
the Father, the infinitely just and holy sovereign … even holding ability and right to cry from the 
heart with such a term of endearment as “Abba! Father!”; and  

 the progression of position and relational status ‘slave  son  heir’; the transfer of status 
from slave to heirship through the electing mercy and love, plus gracious gift of redemption and 
adoption, by the Trinitarian Godhead; the transference from ‘slave/condemned’ status all the 
way to ‘sonship/heirship’ status. 

 

Point:  Adoption is set as the goal and apex of God’s eternal purpose in salvation, in His work through 
the incarnation of the Son whereby a complete redemption was secured in and through the 
propitiatory, atoning work of the Son … the Son born under the Law and validated as sinless with respect 
to the whole Law in the whole of His life; the Son who opens the way for God to justly transfer sinners in 
Adam’s family to sons in God’s family with Spirit-stimulated intimacy along with implied heirship.   
 

As appearing in this key text, the term “adopt” implies a direct progression from “a slave to sin” to 
“sonship through Spirit-regeneration” and then onward to a “designated heirship” – it speaks of a 
decisive action of the Father whereby a regenerated sinner is granted sonship status with inheritance.   
 

Key Text #2   
A second key text elucidating this salvific work of adopting is found in Eph. 1:1-14.  In this text a “before 
time” (pre-creation) perspective is detailed.  In Gal. 4:4-7 the order of Christ’s working is portrayed in 
sequential terms – from the point of view of progression in time.  That is, moving from the provision of a 
Redeemer to the action of “redeem”, and then onward to an “adopt” action.  Now in Eph.1:1-14 God’s 
salvific working is revealed from the viewpoint of the eternal counsels of the Trinitarian Godhead.  That 
is, it moves from the “foreknowing/predestinating” purpose of the Sovereign Creator on to the initiating 
“elect/adopt” action, and then onward to the plan of “redemption” and its implementation.  The goal of 
the full working is to “sum up all things in Christ”, a ‘summing up’ with relevance both in the eternal 
sphere of the Father and onward to the created sphere of the earth (man). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this text the Apostle Paul places adoption in its true root and context.  Salvation in its full-scope, God-
ordained purpose is set forth, and it is revealed that adoption was the end in view in the Father’s pre-
creation electing, saving work through the Son; namely, the adoption of sons in and through the Son and 
the Spirit.  The consummate end in creation, “many sons to glory”, is here revealed to have its proper 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing 

in the heavenly places in Christ, just as He  
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,  
that we should be holy and blameless before Him.”  

Eph. 1:3-4 

“In love He predestined us to adoption as 
sons through Christ to Himself, according to 
the kind intention of His will, to the praise of 

the glory of His grace, which He freely 
bestowed on us in the Beloved.”  

Eph. 1:5-6 
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root in the pre-temporal (before creation) plan of electing from among the sons of the 1st Adam those 
who will be adopted as sons through the redemptive work of the Beloved Son in His incarnate Being (in 
His place as the 2nd Adam), followed by the regenerating, sealing work of the Spirit (see vs. 13-14). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A brief overview of Eph. 1:1-14.   

 vs. 3:  every spiritual blessing “in Christ”;   

 vs. 4:  chose/elected in ‘before creation’ purpose … a purpose involving a purposed action based  
solely on and issuing entirely from the Father’s inscrutable “counsel of His will” (vs. 11).   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to His purpose 
who works all things after the counsel of His will, 
to the end that we who were the first to hope in 

Christ should be the praise of His glory.”  
Eph. 1:11-12 

“In Him … having also believed, you were 
sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, 

with a view to the redemption of God’s  
own possession, to the praise of His glory.”  

Eph. 1:13-14 

Comment re foreknowledge, predestination and election 
 

The word “chose” (alt., elected) appearing in Eph. 1:4 is presented in the broader context of the 
paragraph as a divine action that springs singularly from foreknowledge rooted in: 

 “the counsel of His will” (vs. 11), and motivated by  

 “the kind intention of His will” (vs. 5), as well as by  
 “the good pleasure of His will which [the Father] purposed in [the Son]” (vs. 9).   

 

Thus, it would be quite inappropriate to see God’s choice in election as a work that is  
rooted in prescience – in His omniscient view of future choices to be exercised ‘in time’  

by a sinner independent of divine predestination leading to ‘in time’ divine initiation. 
 

Now several other texts elaborate further the logical order of God’s redemptive plan for the age.  
For example, it is noted in I Pet. 1:1-2 that foreknowledge precedes predestination:  

“who are chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (I Pet. 1:1-2). 
 

In this regard, the word translated “foreknowledge” is “proginosko”, and appears in our English 
versions as “”foreknown” or “foreordained” in I Pet. 1:20:   

“For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these 
 last times for the sake of you who through Him are believers in God, …”  I Pet. 1:20-21. 

 

And even further, we find the word “foreknowledge of God” linked with the “predetermined plan 
(counsel) of God” in Acts 2:23:  

“this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God,  
you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.”  Acts 2:23 

 

Now these latter references speak directly to the fact that the incarnation and salvific work of 
Christ was planned (predestined and destined!) “before the foundation of the world”.  Hence, by 
consistent linguistics and rules of interpretation, we must see election as being equally implicit in 

and equally integral to God’s pre-creation foreordaining of the incarnation and the cross. 
 

We also find the word “proginosko” in Rom. 8:29:   
“For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to  

the image of His Son” (Rom. 8:29-30). 
 

Not only were the incarnation and the cross “foreknown” events in God’s plan for this age,  
but so also His end in that great redemptive plan was “foreknown”  that is, many elected sons 

who ‘in time’ will be redeemed, reconciled, justified, and adopted as glorified sons, 
to the end that the Father will have many sons in glory who are fully-conformed to His own 

Beloved Son, and furthermore “that we should be holy and blameless before Him” (Eph. 1:4)  
… all for the praise and glory of His own name.  
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 vs. 5:  adoption as sons through and in Christ.   
Note:  The purpose in election, more completely, in election/redemption/adoption, all 
springing from the “kind intention of His will”, is a “family” … sons with the Father 
through the Son, with whom the Father relates with delight, and the Spirit.   

 vs. 6:  The elective/adoptive end is for the magnifying of the Father’s glory – especially as it is  
seen in His grace made operative and evident in the Beloved Son.   
Note:  The Father is well-pleased in His Beloved Son … and it is therein and therewith 
that redeemed sons “in the Beloved” become sons in whom the Father is well-pleased, 
even sons elected and adopted through pre-creation covenant in the work of the Son as 
the 2nd Adam.  Such grace and love bestowed on hostile and alienated sons of Adam!   

 vs. 11:  inheritance – inheritance is an end which requires the prior action of adoption.   

 vs. 13-14: sons are sealed in the Father’s elective choice and for His adoptive end by the  
implantation of the Holy Spirit.  This implantation of and immersion into the sphere of 
the Spirit, even the Spirit of adoption, is a guarantee of a future realization and 
manifestation of mature sonship … status as sons declared to be full-fledged heirs.   

 

Observe that the salvific end appearing here in Eph. 1:11, 13-14 has correspondence 
with “God has sent forth Spirit of His Son into our hearts” (Gal. 4:6), climaxing in the 
adoptive movement from slave  son  heir, a work applied by and through the Spirit.   

 

Point:  Here is the apex of the Father’s predestined purpose in  
election/redemption/adoption  heirship.   

 

End Note re Eph. 1:1-14:  The pre-creation plan detailed in this paragraph is worked out in time, 
even in the “fullness of time” (Gal.4:4-7), yet it is clear from both texts that there remains a “not 
yet” aspect of adoption, a future adoptive action that will bring the predestined conclusion to its 
full essence … a time when the end or apex of adoption is brought to ‘full flower’.  This future 
‘completing’ action is alluded to by the words, “with a view to the redemption of God’s own 
possession” in vs. 14, which is pointed to further in the fact that the gift of the indwelling Holy 
Spirit is “a pledge of our inheritance” … note specifically and carefully the first word “pledge” 
and the last word, “inheritance”.  A guarantee of inheritance is emphasized, and is to be 
communicated by the One who cannot lie and will never deceive.  The predestined purpose of 
God is the electing, calling, and raising of adopted sons to the consummate status of ‘declared 
inheritors’ in His family of “many sons”, even inheritors with standing alongside His Beloved Son 
who is the “appointed heir of all things” (Heb. 1:2). 

 

The sort of current societal custom pertaining to adoption must have had certain points of application in 
the Apostle’s use of the term in his theological development of God’s redemptive working in and 
through the Son.  However, we must allow the revelatory leading of the Spirit directing the Apostle to 
both shape the concept and the specific sense of Paul’s use of the term in his epistles, not our current 
societal practice. 
 

The term translated as “adoption” in our English translations derives from the Greek word “huiothesia”.  
The term, directly transliterated, can be represented as follows: 

“huiothesia” = “huios” (son) + “tithemi” (to place; to put) 
“huiothesia” = “son placing” 

As such, we can form the equality: 
“adoption” = the placing as a son; a permanent placement into a family … including and  

involving a free selection exercised by the father as head of the family 
 

However, the sense of this “son placing” or “son placement” appeared already in several OT references, 
as noted earlier.  We can see also, for example, the relationship between Esther and her uncle Mordecai 
(Esther 2:7, 15), and the text quoted earlier in regard to Israel adopted by Yahweh (Ex. 4:22 & Rom. 9:4).  
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As such, the term has a distinct Biblical root, and the coherency of Scripture requires that we not ever 
set NT references at odds with previously “breathed out” OT texts in our understanding of the term.  
[Note: Further comment on this point appears later in this essay.] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Text #3   
The Apostle Paul penned another doctrinal text, Rom. 8:14-17, where the term “adoption” holds a 
prominent and quite revealing position.  In this paragraph we encounter again, relative to Gal. 4:6 and 
Eph. 1:13-14, the pivotal place of the Spirit in our redemptive-adoptive position in God’s “from before 
creation” purpose to “bring many [adopted] sons to glory” in Christ.  Observe some of the enlightening 
statements relative to God’s great and gracious work of adoption of redeemed sinners.  
 

 vs. 15:  “you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, ‘Abba!  Father!’.”   
Here the Apostle assigns the title “Spirit of adoption” to the Holy Spirit.  This is the self-
same “sent forth Spirit of His Son into our hearts” (Gal. 4:6), and “you were sealed [in 
Christ] with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with 
a view to the redemption of God’s own possession,” (Eph. 1:13-14). 

 vs. 15:  It is by the “Spirit of adoption” dwelling within each regenerated sinner that such saints  
are given the benefit-privilege of addressing God the Father as “Abba! Father!”, a term 
of endearment and of family intimacy (see also Gal. 4:6).  

 

Comments re Adoption: Pt. 1 
 

Question:  What do we understand to be the essential  
sense of this word “adoption” as we see it in the 

Biblical texts of Gal. 4 and Eph. 1? 
 

Answer:  Quite likely we tend to see it as used in our  
current societal context.  That is, adoption is to take 

another into one’s own family by legal process, and to 
proceed as such to rear the adoptee as one’s own 
child.  The implication is that the adoptee (child) is 
taken (chosen) from another relational position or 
sphere, and is, with willful intent of the adopter, 

brought through binding legal procedure into one’s 
own personal family sphere wherein the adoptee is 

granted full family benefits and privileges. 
 

Answer:   
Biblically, adoption:  
 affords a family relationship of loving acceptance in 

God’s family – of having much more than simply a 
legal verdict of acceptance. 

 affords the privilege of knowing, in family intimacy, 
God as Father and possessing the freedom to 
address Him as “my Father”, or “our Father”. 

 affords a redeemed, reconciled, justified sinner the 
privilege of realizing a guaranteed inheritance from 
the Father … even one to hold and enjoy by pure 
grace forever in His eternal kingdom. 

 affords joint-heirship honor with the Father’s 
Beloved Son – the appointed heir of all things. 

Comments re Adoption: Pt. 2 
 

Roman adoption custom involved the 
following elements:  

 a transaction embodying legal force;  
 an effect with enduring change.  
The transaction issues into a new state 
of affairs for both adoptee and adopter 

– a new relationship with reciprocal 
reach and impact. 

 

 The adopter undertakes full-scope 
authority plus welfare responsibility 
in relation to the adoptee via a 
personal commitment cemented 
legally and publicly through a 
willfully signed edict.  

 The adoptee is transferred to 
(placed in) a position of legal 
authority under the adopter, and 
the adoptee henceforth attains to 
full family rights and privileges. 

 

Adoption involves two parties, but the 
relational implications are distinct and 
different for each party.  Yet, there is a 
relational mutuality and bond, one that 

is manifest in a true and substantive 
‘father-son’ and ‘son-father’ unity – 

hopefully one that is couched in love as 
well as legal bond. 
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 vs. 16:  The indwelling “Spirit of adoption” gives internal affirmation to each regenerated sinner  
that, in truth, they are indeed God’s own possession – His very children.  Here is a 
“now/already” aspect to this work of adoption.  

 vs. 17:  And further, it is as children through regeneration (being “born of God”), that saints  
hold a position of promised (guaranteed) heirship.   

 

It is the Spirit, the “Spirit of adoption”, who both confirms and applies the completed redemptive work 
of the Son … the Spirit of His Son (see vs. 9-10).  It is by the Spirit that one is sealed with a pledge of 
future inheritance, and this is made effectual by none other than the “Spirit of adoption”, that member 
of the Trinitarian Godhead who brings to completion the graciously transformative working to the end 
that elected and ‘called out’ saints are brought to status as mature sons in glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To clarify the “… and No” part of the “Yes … and No” response to the question posed in the text box 
above, we need to read on beyond our “Key Text” paragraph Rom. 8:14-17, particularly Rom. 8:22-25.   
 

Consider several elucidating statements appearing in Rom. 8:23 that are essential to comprehending the 
complete purpose of God in salvation.   

 vs. 23:  “having the first fruits of the Spirit”.   
The receipt of the Spirit at regeneration is a true receipt of the full and indivisible 
personal presence of the Spirit – no equivocation allowed!  But, and yet, that gift (alt., 
implantation) of the Spirit is not the consummate end of the Spirit’s work with respect 
to God’s predestined end in God’s elective-adoptive work of grace on behalf of a sinner.  
There is more, in fact much more!   

 The Spirit of adoption’s application of the Son’s full-scope work in redemption has 
only had a “first fruits” accomplishment in our regeneration and being sealed with 
the Spirit.  It is a sealing unto a further, even to a consummate, work. 

 vs. 23:  “waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons”.   
There it is!  There is a future aspect of adoption that alert saints are, even at present, 
eager to experience.  The text makes clear that beyond the “now/already” aspect of 
adoption, there is also a “not yet” aspect.   

Question: What might that “not yet” element involve? 

 vs. 23:  “the redemption of the body”.   
The future aspect of our adoption awaits that final, ‘completing’ work – a work that is 
directly linked to the occasion of bodily resurrection.   
 

Comment re Regeneration and Adoption 
 

Regeneration, being “born again” (John 3:3) and 
being “born of the Spirit” (John 3:8), is a work of 

the Spirit: “He saved us … by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 
whom He poured out upon us richly through 

Jesus Christ our Saviour,” (Titus 3:5-6). 
Question:  Are regeneration and adoption part  
       of ‘one-and-the-same’ work? 

More to the point:  When a person dead in sin, 
hostile toward God, and alienated from God is 
born again (i.e., made alive in the Spirit), is that 
person immediately adopted into God’s family? 

Answer:  “Yes” … and “No”. 
Yes:  “But if anyone does not have the Spirit of 

Christ, he does not belong to Him.”  (Rom. 8:9b) 
Everyone “in Christ” has the Spirit of adoption as 

a personal, indwelling presence. 
“The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit 

that we are children of God.”  (Rom. 8:16) 
The Spirit indwelling every regenerate person 
speaks truly in confirming witness that such 

person is a true “child of God” … there has been 
a real placement of that person in a sonship-

Father relationship with the Godhead. 
So, on what basis does the “and No” part find 

place in our answer to the question? 

Spirit-sealed 
persons await a 
transformative 

generation – the 
work of 

glorification which 
is coincident  

with the end in 
adoption. 
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Christ’s full redemptive working on the behalf of His saints is not 
centered solely on the regeneration of the “inner man” – the 
eternal soul-spirit of an elected/redeemed sinner.  Neither is it 
climaxed with that gracious declarative work of justification 
based on a ‘savingly-true’ faith.  These (i.e., regeneration and 
justification) are only the “now/already” aspects of our 
becoming and our being children in God’s family.  There is this 
“not yet” aspect of bodily resurrection leading to declared 
‘inheritor-sonship’ that will bring one’s salvation to both its 
supreme apex and its glorious, predestined end.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

With these basics regarding our adoption in Christ clarified, there remains a further aspect concerning 
Christ and our conformity to Him that requires explication: namely, Christ’s adoption.  Yes, the co-
eternal and co-equal Son within the Triune Godhead became, in time and through the incarnation, the 
Father’s Beloved adopted Son.  This amazingly blessed and blessedly amazing truth is developed in the 
next section of this essay. 
 
 
 

Summary Note:   
 

It is important to note that, in each of the three key texts examined above, the term 
“adoption” is integrally linked to heirship, to a regenerated sinner’s guarantee of a future 

inheritance.  With this textual fact in view, it is helpful to consider a brief quote explaining in 
part the Roman practice in adoption, for surely the Roman motif in adoption was central in 

the Apostle Paul’s mind as the Spirit led him to pen the word “adoption” in these texts. 
 

 “…’the issue of inheritance brings into focus the chief differences between adoption in the 
Roman culture and in the modern west’.  Ancient Roman adoption focused primarily on the 
continuity of a family name.  A trustworthy heir was essential to secure this destiny, and for 
this reason, adoption occurred more commonly in adulthood.  … In adoption, the adopting 

father sought to ensure the perpetuation of his family.”  (Garner, pp. 38-39) 
 

“The process of legal adoption by which the chosen heir became entitled not only to the 
[right of succession] of the property but to the civil status, to the burdens as well as the 

rights of the adopter – became, as it were, his other self, one with him … this too is a Roman 
principle, peculiar at this time to the Romans …  We have but a faint conception of the force 
with which such an illustration would speak … how it would serve to impress upon him the 

assurance that the adopted son of God becomes, in a peculiar and intimate sense,  
one with the heavenly Father.”  (Merivale [in Wuest, p. 134]) 

 

Now the perpetuation of the family name and estate was assigned by public declaration in 
regard to that adult member of the family whom the father would designate as heir.   

Such action would quite naturally comprise the apex of experiential attainment of 
relationship for a son of the father, and is likely the motif that the Spirit  

purposed in these texts.  But the point of particular note deserving emphasis here is:  
the designated heir was, by all respects, a true son of the father with full family rights and 

privileges before that pivotal moment of public appointment as heir.   
So, it is in this sense that there exists both a ‘phase one’ and a ‘phase two’, a “now/already” 

and a “not yet”, aspect to sonship, and this distinction is important to understand  
the fuller sense of these key ‘adoption’ texts. 

“Blessed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to His great mercy has caused us to 

be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Christ 

from the dead, to obtain an 
inheritance imperishable and 

undefiled, and will not fade away, 
reserved in heaven for you,” 

I Pet. 1:3-4 
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The Incarnate Christ, the Father’s Adopted Son 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We must affirm, and never relinquish as an immoveable truth, the fact that the Son, the second person 
of the Triune Godhead, has been eternally one with the Father – co-equal and co-eternal with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit (see John 1:1-2).  The Son was, and is, even as a fact of first importance, the eternal 
Son.  However, in the incarnation the eternal Son became something He was not before – whether in 
eternity or in time.  He took upon Himself, unto the very essence of His Being, created humanity (“born 
of a descendent of David according to the flesh” Rom. 1:3; “born of a woman” Gal.4:4).  We therefore 
and henceforth hold without equivocation that He is both fully God (Deity), which He always was in 
eternity past (it is His eternal ontological Being), and became fully man, which He had never known 
before.  In theology, this new union of Deity and humanity in the single personage of the Son, is referred 
to as the “hypostatic union” – a real personal unity of being fully God and fully man. 
 

In relation to the eternal Son, this change in ‘Being’, occurring ‘in time’, was essential to His place in the 
eternal covenant worked out within the Triune Godhead before creation, and was indispensably 
necessary relative to the Creator’s pre-creation root-purpose in making man “in God’s image”.  Christ’s 
deity precedes His humanity, but ever since the incarnation, a most stupendous miracle of creative 
working, the eternal Son is now and forever both truly God and truly man. 
 

Now it is essential that the elements noted in these introductory comments, and more, be both 
grounded in and elaborated from specific statements of Scripture, especially the claim of the doctrinal 
point  the incarnate, glorified Christ is the adopted Son of the Father.  Our pursuit of this objective 
begins with the foundational prophetic text, Psalm 2, and coordinates directly with the application of 
statements in Psalm 2 as quoted by the Apostle Paul in his first sermon during his first missionary 
journey; see Acts 13:30-34, (esp. vs. 33). 

Doctrine:  The incarnate, glorified Christ is the  
  adopted Son of the Father 
 

Stated more completely, the incarnate and glorified Christ 
is the archetypal adopted Son, making possible the 
adoption of all sons of the 1st Adam that the Father 
predestined in His “bringing many sons to glory”. 

 

Def’n.  “archetypal” = the original; the model or pattern. 
“archetype” = that model or pattern from which  

all others within the same class are made. 
 

“who, although He existed in the form of God, did not 
regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 

emptied Himself (of privileges and prerogatives of deity), 
taking the form of a bond-slave, and being made  

in the likeness of men.”  Phil. 2:6-7 
 

As the broader text in Phil. 2:5-11 attests, the eternal Son 
appropriated a human nature through the Holy Spirit’s 
creative ‘overshadowing’ of Mary, leading to her virgin 
conception.  In that miracle of creation the eternal Son, 

even Jesus, ‘took on’ a nature that involved a progressive 
growth unto status as the 2nd Adam – the covenant 

keeping and covenant fulfilling federal head of God’s elect 
family of adopted sons.  Through this means He became 

the Redeemer-Mediator Son, the One appointed to 
inaugurate the New Covenant between God and man. 

Author’s Preliminary Comment  
 

There is a dimension of the 
incarnation of our Lord that, in this 

author’s opinion, receives but 
limited expositional emphasis 

concerning Christ and the 
consummate completeness of His 

redemptive working.   
As such, resistance to content 

elaborated here may arise, perhaps 
suggesting that certain elements 
stand in contradiction with the 

essential deity of the eternal Son. 
 

For this reason, and with a strong 
conviction that the perspective 

developed herein is indeed 
consistent with both revelation and 
established orthodoxy, this author 

encourages readers to proceed with 
a mind committed to the authority 

of Scripture and a heart open to 
discern if indeed the doctrine 

expounded comports fully with 
God’s ‘breathed-out’ word of truth.  
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Psalm 2 is decidedly a Messianic Psalm, a Psalm with obvious reference to Messiah and relevance to 
Messiah’s reign on earth during the Millennial era.  Observe the words:  

 vs. 2: “against Yahweh and against His Anointed” … an unmistakable reference to Messiah,  
 Yahweh’s “Anointed One”, which clearly connects with “My Son” (vs. 7).   

Yahweh’s Anointed One, His Messiah, is none other than His Son.  Now, for the Son to 
be King, with such a reign as described, requires the Son’s incarnation.  However, the 
key statement in reference to our present focus appears in vs.7-9:  

 vs. 7-9: “I will surely tell of the decree of Yahweh: He said to Me, ‘Thou art My Son, today I have  
begotten Thee.  Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, and 
the ends of the earth as Thy possession.  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, Thou 
shalt shatter them like earthenware.’ ”  

This statement contains a specific declaration by Yahweh concerning the Sonship of His Anointed, and it 
is nothing less than a declaration relative to His installation of “My Son” as “Heir-King-Mediator”.   

 The office of King is clearly present in vs. 6 and vs. 9  the King is Yahweh’s Son.   
 The One holding the office of Heir is unmistakable in vs. 8  the Heir is Yahweh’s Son.   

The worthiness of this “King-Heir” Son, and a further dimension of His office is noted in vs. 12.   
 The office of Mediator is alluded to in the last phrase of vs. 12  Yahweh’s Son provides  

   refuge from the terror of Yahweh in the execution of His office as Judge of all the earth.   
 

Question:  Is there a time element associated with Yahweh’s (the Father’s) declaration of Sonship  
  concerning His Anointed One? 

 

Answer:   
It is true that the Father spoke to the Son at Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan by John, saying,  

“This is My Son, the Beloved, in whom I am well pleased” (Matt. 3:17).   
However, this was an utterance communicated principally to the incarnate Son, although 
certainly also for John the Baptizer, and perhaps for all in attendance at the baptismal site that 
day.  But, and more to our point, the Father’s statement was not an “installation” declaration … 
it was not an appointment of Jesus as “Heir-King” at this moment of His baptism and launching 
of public ministry, although it quite surely carried a future “Heir-King” action by implication.   
 

Searching further for the definitive timing of such an “Heir-King” declaration of Sonship, we 
discover that the Spirit has provided an explicit answer to our question.  Such answer appears in 
the Apostle Paul’s sermon as quoted in the text box above, (see esp. Acts 13:33).   
 

 The phrase “You are My Son, today I have begotten You” does NOT have reference to the Son’s 
incarnation, although His assumption of humanity is essential to the essence of the statement.  
Rather, it IS shown decisively to have ‘point-of-fact’ reference to Christ’s resurrection.   

“But God raised Him from the dead; …  And 
we preach to you the good news of the 

promise made to the fathers,  
that God has fulfilled this promise to us 
their children in that He raised up Jesus,  
as it is also written in the second Psalm,  

‘Thou art My Son;  

Today I have begotten Thee’.  
And as for the fact that He raised Him up 

from the dead, no more to return to decay, 
He has spoken in this way:  

‘I will give You the holy and sure  
blessings of David’.” 

Acts 13:30-34 

“Why are the nations in an uproar, and the peoples 
devising a vain thing?  The kings of the earth take their 

stand, and the rulers take counsel together against 
Yahweh, and against His Anointed (His Messiah). …  He 
who sits in the heavens laughs, Adonai scoffs at them.  

Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them 
in His fury; “But as for Me, I have installed  
My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.” 

I will surely tell of the decree of Yahweh: He said to Me,  

‘Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee.   
Ask of Me and I will surely give the nations as Thine 
inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Thy 

possession.  Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, 
Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware.’ ”  Psalm 2:1-9 
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The Spirit’s ‘breathed out’ Word reveals that the declaration of the Father pursuant to the Sonship 
of His Anointed One occurred on that momentous, epoch-changing morning on the Feast of First 
Fruits day in the year of our Lord’s resurrection.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Point: There is an aspect of the eternal Son’s Sonship that assumed a whole new dimension on 
the occasion of His triumph over death and over the curse pronounced as penalty for man’s sin 
back in Eden.  The Son’s new Sonship status occurred on the very particular occasion of His 
physical resurrection from among the dead three days following His death by crucifixion.  On 
that day the incarnate Son realized (He attained to) a new status of Sonship which coincided 
with the point of His assumption of a glorified physical body.  It coincided with the validating 
seal of His having completed all covenantal terms pertaining to His mission as the 2nd Adam, and 
His securing all predestined terms necessary to the end of “bringing many sons to glory”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Side comment:  We can see something of this ‘adoptive-installation’ referenced in Heb. 1:1-5.  In 
particular, note the phrase “appointed heir of all things” (vs.2), which is followed in vs. 5 by a 
direct quote of Ps. 2:7.  Our Lord’s being “begotten by the Father” and His consequent 
appointment as the Father’s Heir is quite definitively noted as having occurred at His 
resurrection … a day of declared Sonship that issued into a new and eternally-continuing  
‘Father-Son’ relationship within the Triune Godhead. 

 

The pre-incarnate Son became the incarnate Son at the virgin conception of Mary, and His subsequent 
birth in Bethlehem.  Then, as the incarnate Son, He through progressive growth in favor with God and 

Perspective Comment:   
 

The truth that Christ became a Son in a new 
dimension does not obscure nor depreciate 

that He is, was, and will forever be the  
eternal Son, the co-eternal and co-equal  

2nd Person of the Triune Godhead. 
The fact that He was “declared to be” a Son at 
His resurrection does not require a re-defining 

of His eternal Sonship within the Godhead,  
nor His eternally immutable deity. 

His eternal pre-existence as eternal Son, and 
His ‘in time’ humiliation as incarnate Son 

leading to appointment as “Heir-King-
Mediator” Son at His resurrection,  

are in NO way or measure contradictory.   
His appointment as “Heir-King-Mediator” Son is 

complementary to His eternal Sonship, 
signaling His ‘in time’ fulfillment of the 

Godhead’s covenantal purpose in creation  
and the His bondslave commitment  

to the Father as Incarnate Son.  

Further Elaborative Comment:   
 

In supportive argument for the stated doctrine we 
are most certainly NOT claiming that Christ’s 
Sonship only commenced at His resurrection.  

Rather, we are simply saying that there was a point 
of “forever change” in the eternal Son’s relational 
position at the ‘in time’ point of His resurrection.   

 

The relational position in view is noted in  
Ps. 40:6-8, that pre-creation occasion where the 
Son voluntarily gave His ear to be pierced by the 
Father, and submitted Himself as a bondslave to 
fulfill all justly required terms in the Godhead’s 

covenant of redemption. 
 

It was His completion of all that was divinely 
required to bring many adopted sons to glory that 
led the Father to glorify the Son by installing the 

glorified incarnate Son as the archetypal adopted 
Son – for the eternal plan in creation was that sons 

of the 1st Adam’s family should only become  
“adopted sons in the adopted Son of the Father”. 

“Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called an apostle,  
set apart for the gospel of God … concerning His Son,  

who was born of the seed of David according to the flesh,  

who was declared with power to be the Son of God  

by the resurrection from the dead,  
according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,” 

Rom. 1:1-4 

The quoted text speaks of a declarative 
action connected in time with the 

resurrection of Christ from the dead.   
It references a distinctive “Sonship” 
status, quite surely that “begotten” 

position seen as fulfillment of Ps. 2:7 as 
amplified in Acts 13:33 and Heb. 1:1-5. 
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man, and growth in covenantal submission to the Father (Heb. 5:8), became the Son par excellence at 
the climax of the full measure of His perfection as the 2nd Adam, which coincided with His completion of 
the full terms of the covenant of redemption.  Then, at the point of His glorious conquest of death and 
ultimate Victor over Satan, He became the Father’s perfected and installed “Heir-King-Mediator” Son via 
declarative pronouncement by the Father.  
 

The incarnate Christ, the eternal Son in His position as the 2nd Adam, had to be fitted and perfected for 
His roles as Redeemer-Son and His installation as “Heir-King-Mediator” Son, roles and offices appointed 
for Him from before creation.  Consider the following Scriptures. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  Heb. 2:6-8 speak of the Son’s appointment to comprehensive Heirship, an appointment 
which belongs singularly to the Father’s Adopted Son. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note:  A prior ‘perfecting process/experience’ was necessary as incarnate Son in order that He 
might receive (attain to) appointment and installation as permanent High Priest (Heb. 5:5-6). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“But we do see … Jesus, because of the suffering 
of death crowned with glory and honor, that by 

the grace of God He might taste death for 
everyone.  For it was fitting for Him … in bringing 
many sons to glory, to perfect the author of their 

salvation through suffering.”  
Heb. 2:9-10 

The eternal Sonship of the incarnate Christ was not 
sufficient for the Father’s end purpose in the 

incarnation.  A prelude ‘growth-learning-experience’ 
process as the 2

nd
 Adam was necessary as the  

‘ear-pierced’ bondslave in order to attain to the declared 
position as the Father’s Adopted Son – the office to 

which He was destined through appointment.  

“Since then the children share in blood and flesh, 
He Himself likewise also partook of the same, 

that through death He might render powerless 
him who had the power of death, that is, the 

devil; and might deliver those who through fear 
of death were subject to slavery all their lives.”  

Heb. 2:14-15 

Not only was the incarnation necessary, but physical 
death as well.  The defeat of the evil one and 

overcoming the cosmic effect and reach of the Curse 
required the Son in the flesh – the Son after the seed of 
Adam, and of David, and of Mary – to voluntarily submit 

to the will of the Father and, not only face death,  
but experience death – even death on a cross.  

“Although He was a Son, He learned obedience 
from the things which He suffered.  And having 
been made perfect, He became to all those who 

obey Him the source of eternal salvation,  
being designated by God as a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek.”  

Heb. 5:8-10 

Although He was the eternal Son, and the incarnate Son 
(the Son in the flesh of humanity), He had to “learn” to 

obey/submit … and only through suffering as a man was 
He “made perfect”.  There was an ‘in time’  

“shaping experience” necessary toward His attaining to 
qualification for appointment to the office of  

Redeemer-Son as well as “Heir-King-Mediator” Son. 

“For it was fitting that we should have such a high 
priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from 

sinners and exalted above the heavens; …  For 
the Law appoints men as high priests who are 

weak, but the word of the oath, which came after 
the Law, appoints a Son, made perfect forever.”  

Heb. 7:26-28 

There was a point when the “perfecting” of the incarnate 
Son was complete, and this ‘perfected’ Son was fully 

ready for assumption of that eternally promised exaltation 
 namely, His installation as “Heir-King-Mediator” Son  

‘in session’ (i.e., seated at the Father’s right hand).   
This exaltation occurred after the incarnate Son’s 

resurrection, and via adoptive declaration by the Father.  
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According to the word of the  “Spirit of holiness” in and through the texts of Psalm 2 and Rom. 1:3-4, all 
that is described above became fulfilled reality on the occasion of the Son “born of the seed of David 
according to the flesh” being resurrected from among the dead.  These two texts speak of a truly cosmic 
and epoch-changing event in God’s redemptive program.  The birth, life, and death of Christ are 
absolute essentials to God’s redeeming sinners out of their slavery to sin as members of the 1st Adam’s 
family.  However, it was the resurrection that marked the occasion ‘in time’ when the eternally 
predestined end of adoption of elected sons was fully secured in consistency with all divine principles of 
justice and righteousness. 
 

The adoption of sons redeemed from Adam’s family, and brought to glorification as joint-heirs is 
possible only in and through the Father’s archetypal adoption of the incarnate, resurrected, and glorified 
Son.  That is, only through the Father’s installation of the perfectly fitted Incarnate Son as adopted 
“Heir-King-Mediator” Son.   
 

Point:  Our adoption as sons, our being brought to predestined consummation of glorification  
and heirship at our resurrection, depends singularly, effectively, and efficiently on the Father’s 
declarative adoption of His incarnate Son at that eternal Son’s resurrection and glorification. 

 

Perspective Comment:   
 

Human genetics were essential, per the generational principle of life, to Christ’s saving 
mission and whereby Mary’s virgin-conceived son would be positioned to be the 2nd Adam.  
However, that genetic identification alone was insufficient for Mary’s son to be the Savior.  

If it were, then He could have died as an infant child when brought to  
the Temple and presented to the priest Simeon at eight days of age.   

It was necessary “for righteousness sake” that He grow as man grows, and that He progress 
in obedience unto a mature faithfulness – even to fullness of covenant fidelity  

before the Father per His commitment as the ear-pierced bondslave in  
the covenant of redemption from before the foundation of the world.   

 

For Jesus, the incarnate Son, to fulfill His full-scope, pre-creation purpose and attain to His 
ordained post-resurrection office, it was necessary that:  

 He grow to maturity as man grows to maturity;   
 He be ‘practiced’ in covenantal obedience to the Father’s will;  
 He experience the full cost of faithful, covenantal loyalty in tests  

    of ever increasing intensity – even to the point of death; 

 He prove comprehensive fidelity to the Law and be validated as  
    being perfect in righteousness, even as His Father in heaven  
    is perfect (Matt. 5:48);  

 He voluntarily assume and endure the full extent of that covenantal  
    curse justly demanded of Law-breakers  condemnation and  
    abandonment of ‘face’ presence by the Father;  

 And, since all in the 1st Adam’s family die because of sin, He had to  
    know resurrection through experience and receive the  
    authenticating declaration and welcoming embrace of the Father,  
    “You are My Son”, in order to fulfill His role as  
    author/founder/pioneer of our salvation. 

 

All of this, and more than we can fully comprehend, is implied in that  
     phrase “made perfect” … His becoming “covenantally perfected”  

and“ experientially fitted” for His offices. 

Comment: 
Even as the Father’s 

Beloved Son was 
‘perfected’ and ‘fitted’ 

for His adoption, so 
also there is a ‘fitting’ 
for all redeemed and 

adopted sons from the 
1

st
 Adam’s family. 

Per God’s sovereign 
and providential 

working, all who are 
predestined to be 

included in the  
“many sons to glory” 

are led to experience a 
personal ‘fitting’ for 
each ‘inheritor-son’ 

appointment. 
 

See, for example, 
Rom. 8:23, 23, 28-29. 
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With this understanding concerning Christ and His adoption established, we return to the text of Rom. 8 
and note how the Apostle presses on to expound the very apex of the riches of the Gospel of God.   

 vs. 29:  “For whom He foreknew”.   
This phrase corresponds with “He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world”  

appearing in Eph.1:4, and with “to those … who are chosen according to the 
foreknowledge of God” appearing in I Pet. 1:1-2. 

 vs. 29:  “He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son”.   
This corresponds with “He predestined us to adoption as sons through Christ Jesus to 
Himself” appearing in Eph. 1:5.   

Now, since predestination logically follows foreknowing, these two predestined 
ends/purposes are neither distinct nor separated, but rather joined and unitary. 

 In Eph. 1:5 the goal of predestination = adoption (through the Son). 

 In Rom. 8:29 the goal of predestination = conformity to the resurrected,  
  glorified, and adopted incarnate Son. 

 

These parallel statements articulate the goal of the Triune Godhead’s redemptive 
work  adoption involving glorification and conformity to the glorified Son.   
Comment:  The word “image” speaks to a “derived” familial likeness – not simply a 
general appearance of comparative similarity.  It is an image rooted in the working 
of the Spirit of Christ (alt., the Spirit of adoption) in producing that “elder brother” 
familial likeness implied by the phrase “that He might be the first-born among many 
brethren”.  The creative purpose of “bringing many sons to glory” is narrowly 
specific in regard to the destined type of sons  only sons with familial 

Summary Comment:   
 

Although not all theological writings on Christology, the science of the incarnation and the 
Person and work of the Anointed Son of the Father, argue for a distinct connection 

between Ps. 2:7 and Rom. 1:4, designating the resurrection as that  
epochal moment of the ‘perfected and fitted’ Son’s adoption by the Father,  

this author believes that it is indeed a foundational and consistent element in  
the Godhead’s pre-creation plan of redemption and its outworking in time. 

 

The resurrection, being a demonstration of the Father’s ‘well-pleased’ validation  
of the Son in His covenantal role as the 2nd Adam, was the occasion when the Father 

declared to all creation that the resurrected and glorified incarnate Son is  
henceforth and forever the Son appointed as:  

 Heir of all things,  
 King over all nations, and  
 the perfected, installed, sympathetic, effectual Mediator between God and man. 

 

As such, He is therefore able to bring many sons redeemed and adopted out of the  
1st Adam’s family to a position of endearing intimacy of Father-son relationship in glory. 

 

A Cautionary Note: 
We must vigilantly guard against any thinking of the life of the incarnate Christ as  

a life involving either a ‘Deity-mediated’ humanity or a ‘humanity-mediated’ Deity. 
The statement issued, for example in the Chalcedonian Definition (451 A.D.),  

is precise in disallowing any such confusion concerning the Son. 
“He is one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-begotten, acknowledged in two  

natures which undergo no confusion, no change, no division, no separation.   
At no point was the difference between the natures taken away through the union,  

but rather the property of both natures is preserved and comes together  
into a single person and a single subsistent being.”   

Per Eph. 1:4, the 
goal and apex of 
salvation, is that 

“we should be holy 
and blameless 

before Him”, a goal 
to be realized by 

“many sons to 
glory” conformed 

to the image of the 
glorified Christ.  

That is, through the 
predestined 

adoption of sons by 
the Father in  

His adopted Son 
and through the 

Spirit of adoption. 
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identification with the Father’s perfected Incarnate Son.  In conforming regenerated 
and justified sinners to the image of Christ, the Father conforms adopted sons, 
through the Spirit of adoption, to the nature of Christ in His perfected humanity.  
The Father’s adopted Son stands forever as the archetypal son for the entire family 
of “born of God” sons brought by redemptive-adoptive grace into His family from 
and out of the 1st Adam’s family.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The larger statement in Rom. 8:30 sets this predestined end of conformity to the image of the glorified 
Christ at the conclusion of a sequence of divine works of grace … at the terminal point of a ‘golden 
chain’ of gracious works flowing out of the Father’s foreknowledge and predestination.   

 vs. 30: “whom He called”:  
The calling of God must be effectual.  Why?  Because all who are called are predestined 
unto adoption via regeneration, and are given the gracious ‘pledge gift’ of the Spirit. 

 vs. 30: “these He also justified”:   
All who are regenerated and exercise the gift of saving faith are justified, declared as 
righteous by a legal and just action resting on and springing from imputed 
righteousness, even that very earned righteousness of Christ in His sinless humanity. 

 vs. 30: “these He also glorified”:   
All who are regenerated and justified will experience a bodily resurrection unto full 
conformity to the glorified, incarnate Son; that is, unto full glorification with familial 
identity with the Father’s adopted Son.  Glorification is the predestined goal … it is 
an encompassing term of consummation coincident with the end phase of adoption.  
Glorification speaks of that destined time when:  

 our allotted period for progressive sanctification is completed  

 we possess perfect, incorruptible bodies  

 we are perfect in body and soul  

 we are forever free from ability to sin and the presence of sin. 
This our sure and blessed hope.  The Holy Spirit not only places those “born of God” 
in a legal standing of relationship with the Father, but has a purposed destiny 
wherein such justified sinners are brought to an “elder brother derived” identity of 
“image”, of familial likeness of personal essence. 

 

Comment  
“conformed to the image of His Son” 

 

Just as all descendants of the 1st Adam share his 
nature, via the generational principle of life, so 

also all “descendants” of the 2nd Adam,  
all persons regenerated and placed “in Christ”,  
are destined (predestined!) to share His nature, 

fully and without any competing division. 
 

Thus all saints share, via a principle implicit to 
the works of creation, regeneration and 

imputation, the nature of Christ shaped by:  
 His fullness of the Spirit   
 His exacting fulfillment of the covenant of 

works – His comprehensive performance of 
the will of the Father   

 His impeccable fulfillment of the Law in all 
its aspects and demands. 

Comment  
“waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, 

the redemption of our body” 
 

Full conformity to Christ means full conformity 
to the resurrected and ascended Christ – to 

the Father’s Adopted and Beloved Son. 
 

Observe:   

 Phil. 3:20-21 speaks to the transformative 
end of the predestined resurrection of a 
regenerated and justified saint as being in 
“conformity with the body of His glory”;   

 I John 3:1-2 states with forthright candor 
and simplicity, “we will be like Him”. 

 

The “now/already” and “not yet” ends of 
adoption in God’s redemptive plan for this age 

can be summarized as: “we are saved …  
we are being saved … we shall be saved”.   

Per Jonathan Edwards, 
“mind” relates to our 

understanding of God’s 
truth and of His 

perfections, whereas 
“love” pertains to 

delight in the worth 
and beauty of His truth 

and perfections.  
The truth of God’s 

predestined work of 
adoption should 

stimulate deep and 
loving delight in God 

and His salvific work, a 
delight which richly 

glorifies Him. 
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In the Apostle Paul’s grand statement of the Triune Godhead’s pre-creation, predestined end in His 
redemptive-adoptive working, he penned this purpose clause:  

 “He chose us in [the Son] before the foundation of the world that  
    we would be holy and blameless before [the Father]” (Eph. 1:4).   

This statement appears immediately ahead of the insight that the Father  
 “predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ” (Eph. 1:5). 

 

Clearly this purposed “state of being” was first realized by Christ in His humanity, in His 2nd Adam 
position.  So it is that the end in adoption of regenerated sinners is to bring such ‘chosen’, ‘called’, and 
‘justified’ individuals to that same qualitative, and especially familial, state of glorification before the 
Father in His infinite holiness.   
 

Hence, we are led to understand that the term “salvation” holds a truly comprehensive, predestined 
working by the Triune Godhead with respect to dead, lost, alienated, and hostile sinners … and all 
purposed for His eternal glory.  The end in salvation whereby a member of the 1st Adam’s family is “to 
the praise of His glory” is rooted in, centered on, and flows outward from the worthiness of glory that 
pertains singularly to the Father’s Son par excellence – His Beloved Adopted Son (Eph. 1:6). 
 

From the viewpoint of a logical sequence, this salvific plan has its seed in the foreknowledge of God, 
“For whom he foreknew” (Rom. 8:30), which thus found ‘tap-root life’ in election, “elect according to 
the foreknowledge of God the Father” (I Pet. 1:2) … even an elective choice born out of love, “In love he 
predestined us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ” (Eph. 1:4-5).   
 

It is out of this pre-creation foundation that the experiential steps in salvation as described in the text of 
Rom. 8:30 come to saving reality in a life:  

 “and whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called,  
    these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.”   

It is of particular note that the word “glorified” is in the past tense, and as such refers specifically to a 
planned and purposed salvific work which comes to full flower which emanates from the ‘eternity past’ 
grace of foreknowledge, electing love, and predestination.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Logical Sequence of God’s Salvific Working 
 

Pre-creation Counsels of the Godhead 

 Foreknowledge 

 Election 

 Predestination 

 Redemption (pre-creation covenant of redemption) 
 

         Post-Creation ‘in time’ Working 

 Redemption (in type & promise) 
 

 Redemption (in incarnation & completed salvific basis) 
 

             Church Age ‘in time’ Working 

 Regeneration 

 Justification 

 Reconciliation 

 Adoption (‘now/already’, although ‘not yet’, phase) 
 

     Post Church-Age 

 Resurrection and glorification 

 Adoption (‘inheritor son’ & ‘conformity to image of Christ’ phase) 

The goal and apex of God’s 
comprehensively complete 
salvation can be stated as:  

the Godhead’s bringing 
many adopted and glorified 
sons to glory conformed to 
the image of Christ … all to 
the end that the Father’s 

Adopted Son might be the 
‘firstborn among  

many brethren” … and so 
that therein the surpassing 

worthiness and glory  
of the Son might be 

magnified in and through 
the Father having  

many sons  
“in the Beloved Son”. 
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Yahweh’s Adoption of Israel … and its Relation to Our Adoption 
 

An indication of Israel’s adoption by Yahweh can be discerned from the following revelatory statements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Considering the concept of Israel being adopted immediately raises several key questions.  Recall first, 
however, the basic definition of adoption:  

adoption = “son placing” … and so with a view to future inheritance for the “placed” son 
adoption = assumption of a relationship as provider, protector, care-giver 

Questions:   

 How is it that Israel is Yahweh’s son? 
 In what sense did Yahweh place Israel in a sonship position? 
 Are all Israelites placed as sons of God in His forever family? 

 

Note:  It is true that Israel experienced a redemptive rescue … a divine transference of slavery 
“out of the house of slavery” (Ex. 20:2) unto “a people for His own possession” (Deut. 7:6).  In 
their divine rescue from enslavement under Pharaoh in Egypt they were formed into a collective 
“peculiar/special” nation (Ex. 19:5; Deut. 4:20, 14:2; Ps. 135:4).  They were formed through 
Yahweh’s sovereign elective choice to be His “nation-possession”, and we can observe that 
Yahweh’s adoption of Israel followed elective choice and foreordained purpose. 

 

Answer:   
We can conclude that Israel was adopted as Yahweh’s peculiar ‘nation entity’ out of, and 
existing among, all other nations of the world.  Or, stated another way, Yahweh’s adoption of 
Israel was an adoption unto “nation-son” status. 

 

Comment:  Israel’s adoption did not place them into a whole company of “born of God sons”,  
 but rather only unto a collective “nation-son”.  The Scriptures confirm this distinction.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Apostle Paul writes,  
“… my kinsman according to 
the flesh, who are Israelites,  

to whom belongs the 
adoption as sons, …”  

Rom. 9:3-4 

“Thus says Yahweh, 
‘Israel is My son,  
My first-born.  …   

Let My son go, that 
he may serve Me:’ ” 

Ex. 4:22-23 

“For you are a holy people to  
Yahweh your Elohim;  

Yahweh your Elohim has chosen you  
to be a people for His own possession  

out of all the peoples on the face of the earth.” 
Deut. 7:6 

“For they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel; … it is 
not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the 

children of the promise are regarded as descendents.”  
Rom. 9:6-8  

Israel: Yahweh’s adopted ‘nation-son’  
 

 Israel is God’s elect nation 
 Israel was predestined to adoption as a ‘nation-son’ 
 

 God only made ‘nation covenants’ with Israel … 
never so with any Gentile nation. 

 

God purposed to elect, call, form, and adopt Israel as His 
“nation-son” in order to:   

 take the message of God’s salvific working to the 
world;  

 bring Messiah into the world as “Redeemer-Son”, 
and then as Adopted “Heir-King-Mediator” Son;   

 all to the end that He might “bring many sons 
to glory” through His Adopted Son 

Yahweh’s adopted ‘nation-son’ 
became: 

 an apostate ‘nation-son’ 
 an exiled ‘nation-son’ 
 a ‘buried-treasure-son’ – a 

‘nation-son’ hidden in the 
field of nations (Matt, 13:44) 

 

Point:  Adoption is always linked to  
inheritance.  A prophetic outline of 
Israel’s inheritance exists, but they 

have never as yet realized their 
appointed boundary and status. 

Fact:  As Yahweh’s “nation-son”,  
Israel awaits a ‘resurrection’. 
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Israel, when formed as Yahweh’s “nation-son”, was placed in a guardian/custody position of being under 
the Law, and in this position received great promises, albeit promises conditioned on their faithful 
continuance in a ‘Father-son’ relationship with Yahweh Elohim.  It is a fact of history that, even as Adam 
failed to achieve “declared righteous standing” in his appointed covenant of works, so also Israel failed 
to fulfill its ‘nation-son’ appointment under the Mosaic covenant.  Yet, the promises resident in the 
unconditional covenants communicated to the patriarchal fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob stand – 
there will be a “seed” which will experientially realize the full measure of all that was promised.  And 
what was promised pertained specifically to an ‘inheritor possession’ of a land along with a ‘nation-
throne’ rulership over that land – even a national possession and rulership which would be the most 
distinguished among all nations in the world at the ordained time.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The unfulfilled nature of the unconditional promises noted above receives a profound reply in the 
prophetic pronouncement of Yahweh’s purposed destiny for His ‘nation-son’ in a “new covenant”.  This 
latter covenant was communicated at a time when this ‘nation-son’ was in exile as a divided nation.  Yet 
the terms are specific in that their covenantal force is directed toward a single, restored and united, 
nation-entity.  Several statements to this effect are quoted here to reinforce the truth that Yahweh’s 
“nation-son” is yet destined to realize their unconditional inheritance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This ‘new covenant’ promise speaks with direct specificity to the point that the nation-state of Israel will 
one day experience a “resurrection” – even an uncovering of that ‘special treasure’ which was buried 
among the nations following the resurrection and ascension of our Lord (cf., Matt. 13:44).  Such 
occasion will be the time when, per Psalm 2:7-8, Yahweh’s begotten Son will fulfill the prophetic word:   

“Ask of Me and I will give the nations as Thine inheritance, 
and the very ends of the earth as Thy possession.” 

It will be on such a day that Yahweh’s adoption of Israel as His ‘nation-son’ will find its glorious 
fulfillment … a fulfillment centered on and realized through the Father’s Adopted Son ruling as “Heir-
King-Mediator”. 

“ ‘Behold, days are coming,’ 
declares Yahweh, ‘when I will 

make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the 

house of Judah,’ … ‘and I will be 
their God and they shall be  

My people.’ ” 
Jer. 31:31-33 

“Now it will come about that 
in the last days,  

the mountain of the house of 
Yahweh will be established 

as the chief of the 
mountains, … and all the 
nations will stream to it.” 

Isa .2:2 

“Thus says Yahweh 
Sabaoth, ‘I am exceedingly 

jealous for Zion … I will 
return to Zion and will  
dwell in the midst of 

Jerusalem, ...” 
Zech. 8:2-3 

Comment :  Israel as a “nation-son” and Unconditional Covenants 
 

“… Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons … and the covenants …” 
Rom. 9:4  

 

 Abrahamic Covenant – a ‘land’ inheritance  
“On that day Yahweh made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your seed I have 

given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:  
Gen. 15:18 

 

 Davidic Covenant – a ‘throne-rulership’ inheritance  
“Your house and your kingdom shall endure before Me forever;  

your throne shall be established forever.”  II Sam. 7:16  
“My covenant I will not profane, nor will I alter the utterance of My lips.   

Once I have sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to David.  His seed shall endure 
forever, and his throne as the sun before Me.  It shall be established forever  

like the moon, and the witness in the sky is faithful.” 
Ps. 89:34-37  



75 

 

The incarnate Christ spoke of this day of ‘national resurrection’ before His death and resurrection, even 
of that particular resurrection which inaugurates the ‘end-phase’ adoption of Yahweh’s “nation-son”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comment:  Within the pre-millennial understanding of the full-scope of eschatological Scriptures, the 
occasion of Israel’s realization of their “nation-son” inheritance coincides with the concluding phase of 
the Father’s adoption of all saints of all the preceding ages beginning with creation and continuing until 
inauguration of the Millennial Kingdom.  That is, saints of the OT economy, saints of the Church Age, and 
saints of the Tribulation period will all have come to realize through experience resurrection of their 
bodies, glorification, and receipt of their appointed inheritance under the Millennial economy – the 
economy of the “Heir-King-Mediator” Sons rule.   

Note:  For greater elaboration of these latter points the reader is referred to the author’s  
  booklet entitled:   “Outline Study Notes on Eschatology   

with particular focus on 
        The Blessed Hope of the Saints”. 

 

Important Summary Points: 
 

 All causal and effectual adoptive sonship has its foundation and practical root in the covenantal 
and mediatorial mission of the eternal Son who, in ‘before creation’ submission, gave His ear to 
be pierced by the Father in accordance with the eternal Triune Godhead’s covenant of 
redemption (Ps. 40:6-8; Heb. 10:4-10).  Such submission was integral to:    

 the eternal Son’s becoming, “in the fullness of time”, the incarnate Son 

 the outworking of the Father’s elective love   
 fulfillment of all justly required terms implicit to propitiation, atonement,  

   and expiation of sin   
 opening the way for regeneration and justification of “born of God” sons in Christ 
 overcoming the Curse through the death and resurrection of the sinless incarnate Son  

 giving efficient basis for glorification and adoption (status as declared “inheritor sons”). 
 

 All “born of God” sons adopted from Adam’s family are “sons in the Son” … possessing 
“inheritor sonship” only in and through the incarnate Christ’s ‘first-fruits’ resurrection, 
glorification, and His archetypal adoption as “Heir-King-Mediator” Son by the Father. 

 

 Israel, God’s adopted “nation-son” will realize predestined heirship only in and through the 
Father’s Adopted Son at inauguration of the Millennial Kingdom Age – on the occasion when the 
Father’s “Heir-King-Mediator” Son assumes His promised residence on David’s throne in 
Jerusalem –– “But as for Me, I have installed My King (My Adopted ‘Son-King’) upon Zion,  

My holy mountain” (Ps. 2:6). 

“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, … 
then He will sit on His glorious throne.   

And all the nations will be gathered before Him; 
…  Then the King will say to those on His right, 
‘Come, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from before the foundation of the world.’ ” 

Matt. 25:32-34 

“And Jesus said to [the twelve],  
‘Truly I say to you, that you who have  

followed Me, in the regeneration when the  
Son of Man will sit on the throne of His glory, 

you also shall sit upon twelve thrones,  
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” 

Matt. 19:28  

The Son of Man, Yahweh’s adopted Son, coming in 
“His glory” coincides with the occasion when the 

seated “Heir-King-Mediator” Son requests the Father 
to grant that appointed inheritance, even the ends of 
the earth for His possession, and when He returns to 

earth to establish His throne in Jerusalem and assume  
His 1000 year earthly reign (see Rev. 20-1-6). 

The “regeneration” is clearly associated with that time 
when the Son of Man is seated on “the throne of His 

glory”, and that “throne of glory” is none other than the 
‘throne-rulership’ associated with fulfillment of the  

Davidic covenant.  In this text Jesus assures the twelve 
apostles that they will have a “sub-inheritor-rulership” 
under His Kingship during the Millennial Kingdom age. 

Comment:  A true understanding of 
Israel’s “nation-son” adoption stands 
as a quite decisive argument in favor 

of a pre-millennial eschatology. 
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Assurance of Salvation 
 

Introduction 
 

Consideration of the issue of assurance of salvation properly begins with an obvious and indisputable 
premise:  

 for a person to have assurance of salvation requires, as an indispensible pre-requisite, such 
person to truly be “saved” … that such person is literally in that state of being described in 
Scripture as “born of God”.   

One who is not saved does not possess salvation and, therefore, can never have the sweet experience of 
assurance of salvation.  It is a plain fact:  

 one cannot legitimately claim assurance of possessing something which has never been  
   truly received into possession.   

However, it must be allowed that some might have so deceived themselves as being saved, of being 
born of God and have a standing before God as fully just, solely on the basis of sufficient personal works 
of presumed merit.  But, to communicate plainly and clearly, such a claim is to be in a state of gross self-
deception, and has zero connection with the true meaning of the word “salvation” and its possible 
accompanying experience of “assurance of salvation” – the issue in view in this essay. 
 

With that introductory perspective, the following ‘starter question’ deserves a precise answer. 
Question:  What do we mean by the term “salvation”, and how is that salvation to be  

         acquired (realized) in a life? 
 

Def’n.   “saved” = to deliver; to rescue from danger; to rescue from a penalty or destruction 
 “saved” = to protect; to preserve; to make whole 

 

Answer #1.  The meaning of “salvation” as employed in this study is that having precise accordance with  
how the Bible defines the term.  And, how salvation is acquired (realized) in a life is nothing less 
or other than those particular and narrow means for acquisition specified in the Word of God.   
     Scripture succinctly states that “Salvation is of the LORD” (Jonah 2:9), and the LORD has 
purposed to reveal His message of salvation, along with His defined means for being saved, 
exclusively and clearly in His Word. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the context of the above Scriptures, the term “saved” refers to:   
 being rescued from perishing (John 3:16);  
 being delivered from judgment and condemnation (John 3:17-19);  
 being made a possessor of eternal life (John 3:15-16, 36); 
 being rescued from ‘abiding wrath’ because of sin (John 3:36); 
 becoming a child of God (John 1:12). 

“In the beginning was the Word,  
and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God.  …  He came unto His 

own, and those who were His own  
did not receive Him.   

But as many as received Him,  
to them He gave the right to become 
children of God, even to those who  

believe in His name, who were born not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor 

of the will of man, but[born] of God.” 
John 1:1, 11-13  

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;  

that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life.   
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him  
should not perish, but have eternal life.   

For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world should be saved through Him.  
He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not 

believe has been judge already because He has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  

John 3:14-18 

“He who believes in the 
Son has eternal life; but he 
who does not believe the 

Son shall not see life,  
but the wrath of God 

abides on him.”  John 3:36  
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Answer #2.  The defined means for receiving salvation as set forth in the above texts is by the operative 
word “believe”.  Salvation is acquired by “believing” – by believing the Gospel (the good news) 
concerning God’s gift offered to sinners in the person and life-work of the Lord Jesus Christ  the Word, 
the Son of Man, God’s incarnate Son.  And, as readily noted in John 1:11-12, salvation is obtained by 
those who “receive” Him, a receipt inescapably connected with the work “believe”.  It is clearly stated in 
John 1:11-12 that the difference between receiving the Son and not receiving the Son pivots on that 
action implied in the word “believe”.  Furthermore, the personal action of “believing” is clearly set forth 
as the singular condition for becoming a child of God, for being “born of God” (John 1:13).   
 

The essential and defining elements in “salvation” are decisively linked to this key action-word “believe”.  
This defining essential for salvation is repeatedly emphasized in John’s gospel, as can be readily noticed 
by the repeated appearance of the bold type.  Now a basic elaboration concerning this word, or what is 
often referred to as “saving faith”, is important. 
 

“Belief” (alt., saving faith) involves the intellect … the mind.  One does not “believe” what the mind does 
not know, or what the mind will not affirm as valid or true.  Belief is to give mental assent to content 
combined with trust (to place a resting confidence), believing and trusting that such specific content is 
indeed true.  It is to be persuaded in the mind that there is sufficient reliable evidence that the declared 
content of the Gospel is worthy of a ‘whole-person’ trust.  In the context of the Scriptures quoted above 
we find this statement:  

“If I told you earthly things and you do not believe,  
how shall you believe if I tell your heavenly things.”  (John 3:12) 

There are verifiable “earthly things” in connection with the Gospel that provide reliable foundation for 
accepting that the declared spiritual content is fully reasonable to the mind and reliably rooted so as to 
be acceptable as true (e.g., the many earthly things such as the birth, life, words, miracles, death, 
resurrection, etc., of Christ).  The foundation and basis of the Gospel in the person and life of the Lord 
Jesus Christ occurred publicly, not in dim and secretive occurrences separated from a multitude of 
varied witnesses: family, religious leadership, antagonists, governing authorities, common folk, etc.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gospel consists of a body of basic and reliable truths, and the action (work) of “belief unto 
salvation” is to give mental assent to this true content, and to willfully rest one’s whole soul on the 
trustworthiness of this content.  When speaking of a “whole-soul” trust, we principally have in view 
action of both the mind and the will.  It is of course true that the soul involves emotions as well as the 
mental and volitional aspects of a person, but in regard to the issue of truth and belief, it is essential 
that the mind directs the emotions, never the reverse order.  Regarding this subject of “Assurance of 
Salvation”, this order is often reversed – the emotions are allowed to over-rule and direct the mind, 
thereby spawning a loss of assurance. 
 

To be clear, this author is not arguing that emotions are in some way to be separated from one’s 
salvation experience.  Quite to the contrary; rather, only that emotions need to be subservient to the 
reasoning mind, for salvation is fundamentally an issue of believing – and specifically, believing the 
content of the divinely-revealed message which rests firmly on reliable evidence which is fully 
acceptable under rigorous, defensible reasoning as both valid and true. 
 

Note:  For further clarification of what is implied in the term “saving faith”, 
 please refer to the Appendix (see end of this essay). 

Comment:  Regarding the sufficiency of reliable  
evidence for one to place belief with conviction 
in the message of the Gospel, and the emphasis 
in John’s Gospel on “believing”, it is most helpful 
to consider the expressed purpose the Apostle 

John offered for the writing of his Gospel. 

“Therefore many other signs Jesus also 
performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book;  
but these have been written so that  

you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that believing you may 
have life in His name.”  John 20:30-31  
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Point #1: The Ground of Assurance  
 

When speaking of “assurance of salvation” we are addressing that state of active, personal confidence 
that one’s “belief” in the essential content of the Gospel has, with certainty of mind and conviction of 
soul, given reality to personal possession of eternal salvation.  Stated in a slightly altered way, it means 
that one has a settled mind that the very Word believed has truly led to being “born of God” (born 
again), and that the promised regeneration unto eternal life is a literal and present-tense reality in the 
soul.  With this definition in view, we can state the first and most fundamental word of assurance. 
 

IF one has, in truth, believed the Gospel, this good news concerning who Christ is and what His 
life and work has accomplished before God on behalf of sinners, THEN one has eternal 
(everlasting) life.  The repeated word “have” in John 3:15-16 is a word with true and actual force 
– the one who has “believed” is truly in ‘life-possession’ of an eternally ‘unlosable’ soul state.   

 

The base text is the very Word of God – it consists of words of sober truth from the One who cannot lie 
and who never speaks with deceptive intent.  Further, one may note that there are NO qualifying words 
in the text regarding the possession of eternal life aside from this single word “believe”.  Words of 
conjecture or uncertainty are totally absent from the statements of this text, only words of unqualified 
certainty appear.  Observe the clear, precise and positive words devoid of any extraneous qualification:   

 vs. 15.  “whoever believes in Him will have eternal life”;   
 vs. 16.  “whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but [shall surely] have eternal life”. 

 

The point is clear:  IF one has believed “in Christ”, IF one has placed saving faith in Christ alone as God’s 
only appointed Savior of men (see Acts 4:12), THEN confident assurance of possessing eternal life is 
assuredly available.  Scripture cannot contradict itself, and the text affirms that all who believe the good 
news of God’s saving work in Christ have, as a personal reality of life, eternal salvation. 
 

God is the Author and Definer of language and, as He created man in His image, He speaks in language 
man can understand.  And He states explicitly in our text that whoever believes in His Son will never 
perish.  In context, this means that no believer will ever come to a judgment of condemnation.  That is, 
every believer in Christ has, as a personal possession of soul, everlasting life.  Now, since God cannot 
contradict Himself, and since all Scripture is God’s Word, all Scripture must stand in consistent 
reinforcement of this blessedly sweet truth.  Hence, it remains for the “believer” to stand with firmly 
and confidently placed trust in the surety of God’s promise that:   

“whoever believes in Him should not perish, but [shall] have eternal life.” 
 

In the extended text of John 3:1-18 further revealing statements appear which Jesus made in His night 
encounter with this ruling Pharisee named Nicodemus.  Observe particularly Jesus’ words:   

 vs. 3.  “unless”  this is a word of absolute exclusion;  
    “cannot”  this is a word of absolute inability and impossibility: 

“unless one is born again … he cannot see the kingdom of heaven”. 
 vs. 5.  The “unless” and “cannot” conditions in vs. 3 are restated, and these words have  

particular connection to one being “born of the Spirit” – a term clearly elaborating on 
that action introduced in vs. 3 of being “born again”. 

 vs. 8.  Being “born of the Spirit”, the closing phrase of the paragraph, is undoubtedly the  
requisite condition for “[seeing] the kingdom of God” (vs. 3)  
and for “[entering] the kingdom of God” (vs. 5). 

 

Comment:  The stated condition for “seeing the kingdom of heaven” pertains to being brought 
into a living relationship with the King of heaven, and is none other than “being born again”.  
That is, it is to realize a spiritual birth – to realize a regenerative “birth transformation” occurring 
in the eternal essence of a person made in the image of God – a soul “essence” change which 
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occurs as the real consequence of “believing”, and which concurs with the ‘Spirit-generated’ 
fruit corresponding precisely with what we mean by the term “salvation”. 

 

Now it should be clearly understood that “being born again”, or “being born of the Spirit”, is a ‘spiritual 
essence’ event in the soul-spirit of one who “believes with saving faith”.  That is, it is a real “happening” 
without an immediate outward (physical) manifestation.  However, just because this “birth” event is of a 
spiritual nature, and not physically apparent, does not imply that it is any less real than a physical birth.  
The truth is that it is very real and involves a most profound effect!  It has an effect that issues unto 
eternal life – an effect with true, personal life-function which endures forever!   
 

 

The firm ground supporting a firm assurance of salvation 
can be effectively illustrated, per this author’s opinion, by 
the diagrams to the left.  These diagrams depict the ‘soul-
spirit essence’ of a person at three different stages of life in 
relation to salvation.  The upper diagram depicts natural 
man – man as an unregenerate sinner.  Natural man 
consists of a mortal body housing a soul-spirit with sin 
nature integrally connected to the soul.  This sin nature is 
received at conception through inheritance from Adam via 
the Creator’s principle that life of one kind only produces 
life of the same kind [see Ps. 50:5 & Rom. 5:12].  Now, as man 
is created in the image of God, the soul-spirit essence 
defines the eternal “beingness” of a person.  As such, the 
integral connectivity of the sin nature in the soul-spirit 
essence forms the causal basis why such an individual 
stands before his holy Creator in his eternal essence as a 
sinner deserving condemnation upon death of the body. 
 

By contrast, upon that divine action of being “born of the 
Spirit” based on “believing” in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, there is an accompanying spiritual regenerative 
action wherein the Spirit circumcises the sin nature from 
the eternal soul essence, leading to a truly “new creation” 
essence in Christ Jesus” (see II Cor. 5:17).  And further, that 
“new creation” essence involves the simultaneous receipt 
of the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Now, as the ‘cut off’ sin 
nature is no longer an integral part of a mortal saint’s 
eternal essence, residing only in its association with the 
physical body which is destined for dissolution upon death 
of the body, the eternal soul-spirit essence of a regenerate 
person is wholly righteous, even righteous as Christ is 
righteous.  Hence, regenerated and reconciled man is justly 
fitted with assurance to “see the kingdom of God” in a 
glorified body at that promised, future resurrection, of 
which Christ is the “first fruits” (I Cor. 15:20, 23). 

 
 

“In [Christ] you were also circumcised 
with a circumcision made without hands, 

in the removal of the body of the flesh  
by the circumcision of Christ.”   
Col. 2:29  (see also Rom. 2:29) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“… you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit,  
if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you.   

But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, 
he does not belong to Him.”  Rom. 8:8-9  

“having also believed, you were sealed in [Christ] with 
the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of 

our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of 
God’s own possession ...”  Eph. 1:13-14  
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The Ground of Assurance Reasoned and Reinforced 
 

Question:  Is “believing” per John 3:14-19 an action fully dependent on the person being saved?   
       Or, is it an action with divine enablement necessary at the point of initiation? 

 

This question is pivotal to the issue of assurance, and sits at the core of the “counter-assurance” versus 
“pro-assurance” debate.  If “believing” is solely the work of an unregenerate sinner then, of course, 
believing can “come and go”, and the presumed effect of salvation is also a ‘soul-spirit change’ which 
can “come and go”.  On the other hand, if “believing” is an action truly issuing from divine initiation and 
enablement, then its fruit must have as its very life principle divine root with eternal purpose. 
 

With respect to salvation and this issue of assurance of its personal reality, the “counter-assurance” 
claim versus the “pro-assurance” claim can be differentiated by the following pair of syllogisms. 
 

Analysis of Counter-Assurance Claim  
 

Syllogism: 
   Is faith required for salvation?   

Answer: Yes. 
   Is faith losable?  Can faith be lost?   

Answer: Yes. 
   Conclusion:  Salvation is losable.   
 

Argument: 
Since salvation requires “believing”, and belief 
is rooted in a personal action of mind and will, 
a previously held belief can be willfully 
rejected and dismissed at a later time.   
     Thus, salvation can be lost. 
 

 Analysis of Pro-Assurance Claim  
 

Syllogism: 
   Does saving faith bring spiritual birth?   

Answer: Yes 
   Does spiritual birth bring eternal life?   

Answer: Yes. 
   Conclusion: Saving faith, and therein salvation,  

is NOT losable 
 

Argument: 
To have salvation is to possess eternal life and, 
by definition, eternal life cannot ever be lost, for 
‘temporary eternal life’ is a totally illogical 
concept and a linguistic category confusion. 

 

Question:  With Scripture which cannot be broken as ultimate arbiter, on what Biblical basis do  
         these two opposing claims pivot?  Where does the source of conflict center?   

 

Answer:  Both claims postulate “faith” as the essential starting point for, per John 3:14-19, 
salvation is conditioned on “believing”.  Hence the distinction between these claims must lie in 
the understanding of the nature of “believing” (alt,. of “faith”).  There is, of course, a difference 
between ‘faith in general’ and ‘saving faith’ in particular, but the pivot point in this debate 
relates most particularly at the ‘source-fountain’ of true “saving faith”.  For, as is clearly and 
decisively evident in the quoted Scriptural texts from John’s Gospel, ‘saving faith’ yields the 
resultant effect of salvation.  That is, there is a necessary equivalence inherent in these two 

Ground of Assurance: A Point of Emphasis  
There are no known examples of a birth process in the physical realm being reversible – there are 

no cases where a real birth occurrence has been observed to be followed later by an “unbirth”.   
Physical birth brings physical life into the realm of the physical world.  Even so, both by 

comparison and by logical deduction, to be born spiritually through “believing” brings into 
existence spiritual life (everlasting life) as the real eternal essence of a person in the image of God.   

In this regard, we are informed by the words of the Lord Jesus Christ:  
“whoever believes the Son shall have everlasting life”.  Thus, spiritual birth as described above is 

the firm ground (the solid, enduring, and sweet ground) of assurance of salvation. 
 

“The greatest thing that we can desire, next to the glory of God, is our own salvation;  
and the sweetest thing we can desire is the assurance of our salvation.”  Caryl (1633) 
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terms – saving faith ↔ eternal life – for otherwise we have a contradiction, and God cannot 
ever be the Author of contradiction.   

 

That faith which is inextricably associated with the gift of eternal life cannot be a losable faith.  And 
further, since eternal life cannot ever be lost, saving faith must be an eternal effect emanating from 
divine root.  Recall again the words of the Lord Jesus Christ in John 3:16: 

“whoever believes” “shall never perish” and “has everlasting life”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saving faith comes from a Spirit-generated awakening of the mind and will to the revealed truth of the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the Word which is the source of that wisdom that leads one unto 
salvation, and it is the Word that is the means used by the Spirit to generate that awakening in a soul 
that leads to “believing” and repenting.  Saving faith (believing) is not a meritorious work performed by 
a sinner.  Rather it is, in its root essence, a gracious gift God grants to every sinner who He calls.  As such 
it is distinct from our nominal use of the term “faith”; that is, a personally arrived at belief or trust based 
on experience and evident reason.  Saving faith, since it is of God, and since it is the responsive step the 
Spirit initiates in a sinner leading to regeneration (i.e., unto being “born of God”), it cannot be losable 
after once being granted.   
 

Therefore, the new birth is synonymous with receipt of eternal life, and a basis for confident assurance 
of eternal life.  Furthermore, birth is not a reversible process.  Death follows birth event, but “unbirth” 
has never been observed and is a concept sharply contradictory with what is meant by the term “birth”.   
 

Hence, straightforward reasoning leads to the following indisputable conclusion.  
Believers, those exercising saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as personal Savior, have a firmly 
grounded basis for assurance of salvation.  In truth, such “believers” can have assurance of their 
real salvation, the assurance that they truly possess eternal “born of God” life.  

 

Point #2: The Undermining of Assurance 
 

As the immoveable and unshakeable ground of assurance of salvation has been addressed, we all know 
that doubts nevertheless invade our minds and threaten the stability and vibrancy of our assurance.  
These threats spring naturally and particularly from the fact that the sin nature has not yet been totally 
eradicated from our essential being – the sin nature still has a contact point in our soul-spirits as we are 
not yet glorified.  The source of doubts reaching into our souls and weakening our assurance is the ‘still 
active’ sin nature, as illustrated in the diagrams on the previous page.  Sinners who have come to 
“believe”, holding a true saving faith in the Gospel, are regenerated, yes, and justified, yes.  But such 
regenerated and justified sinners are not yet fully conformed to the image of Christ in His glorification, 
and therefore still subject to spiritual attack. 
 

The circumcised fleshly nature still has access to our souls – to our minds, emotions and wills – and it is 
through this ‘yet-active’ point of ‘soul-contact’ that the ground of assurance is attacked and 
undermined.  Furthermore, that sin nature, still residing in our bodies, is an access point which the evil 
one desires to exploit, planting confusion and stimulating doubts concerning fixed spiritual truths and 
eternal realities.  The enemy purposes to assault our minds with accusations – accusations with real 
substance arising from our real choices to indulge the fleshly desires and worldly reasonings that invade 
our souls. 
 

“You, however, continue in the things 
you have learned and become 

convinced of, knowing … the sacred 
writings which are able to give you the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through 

faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 
II Timothy 3:14-15  

“For by grace you have been 
saved through faith, and that 
[salvation by faith is] not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not a result of works, 
that no one should boast.” 

Eph. 2:8-9  

“For since in the wisdom of 
God the world through its 
wisdom did not know God, 

God was well-pleased through 
the foolishness of preaching 

[the Word] to save those who 
believe.”  I Cor. 1:21  
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Now God has so purposed, and has so called us as regenerated sinners to walk by faith on this side of 
glorification.  This ‘faith walk’ involves a progressive growth in the ‘conflict of choice’ that every saint 
(believer) engages in this present world.  This arena of ‘conflict’ is depicted in the following diagram.   
 

The ‘conflict of choice’ that every 
regenerated saint experiences (engages) 
in their faith-walk occurs as an inner soul-
tension existing between the old nature 
(the flesh) and the indwelling Spirit (new 
nature).  Now, a new saint is much more 
experienced in living according to ‘soul-
influences’ emanating from the sin 
nature, and thus begins at a stage of 
relative immaturity in response to ‘soul-
influences’ pressed by the Spirit.  A “born 
of God” person thus lives within an arena 
of tension and conflict in his soul.  It is by 
disciplines of spiritual growth in yielding 
control through the Word planted in the 
mind and inclinations pressed by the 
Spirit on the will that one both grows in 
faith and gains in assurance of salvation. 

 

 
 

“But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the 
desire of the flesh.  For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, 

and Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one 
another, so that you may not do the things that you please.   
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.”   

Gal. 5:16-18 
 

 

The essential issue of assurance of salvation is spiritual, and spiritual reality has distinct differences from 
physical reality.  This distinction might be helpfully illustrated as follows.  Suppose you are at a shopping 
mall and for some reason wonder whether you truly have a car.  Well, you could reach into your pocket 
or purse and pull out a set of keys, and thereby assure yourself that you indeed have a car.  But, a set of 
keys alone do not comprise definitive proof that you are really in personal possession of a car.  To gain a 
more reliable assurance that you in fact do possess a car, you could walk out to the parking lot and find 
a car having on it what you claim is your license plate.  However, this still falls short of definitive proof 
that you indeed possess that car.  Substantive proof that you truly possess that car will only occur if you 
actually insert your keys into the ignition and start the engine, and then show to any doubters the 
registration receipt holding precise matches to both your name and the license number.   
 

Now in the case of spiritual reality, particularly that of assurance of salvation, there are both similarities 
and differences with the above hypothetical.  By way of similarity, there are ‘keys’ and a ‘license’.  But 
the difference is that the keys and license are of a spiritual nature.  Yet, when in regard to salvation, the 
‘spiritual keys’ are employed in a life, and the ‘license promises’ of Scripture are held with unwavering 
trust, the positive outcome of building a settled ‘soul assurance’ based on true truth can be realized.   
 

Before moving on to consider the building of assurance, we pause to address a further aspect of the 
ground of assurance.  In particular, with the ‘still active’ sin nature having a place of occupancy in our 
lives, we struggle (wrestle) in our walk of faith against the inherent “weakness of the flesh” and its 
varied forces which are directed at undermining assurance.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“My little children, I am writing these things to you 
that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an 
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 

and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins;  
and not for ours only , but also for the whole world.”   

And by this we know that we have come to know Him, 
if we keep His commandments.” 

I John 2:1-3  

“See how great a love the Father has bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the children 
of God; and such we are.  …  Beloved, now we 

are the children of God, and it has not appeared 
as yet what we shall be.  We know that,  
when He appears, we shall be like Him,  
because we shall see Him just as He is.” 

I John 3:1-2  
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The “if” conditions appearing in the quoted statements by the Apostle John in his first epistle are 
followed by two powerful statements holding great force for undergirding assurance.   

 “we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”:  the word “have” 
communicates an active, continual, present tense possession, and “we” indicates it is personal.   

 “an Advocate”:  this term has reference to the reality of a Defender – One who pleads another’s 
case before a legal bar; that is, One functioning as an Intercessor-Defender.   

 “an Advocate with the Father”: our possessed Advocate-Defender pleads our cause, as sinners, 
relative to our personal offenses before the Father – the infinitely holy Sovereign and Judge.   

 “Jesus Christ the righteous”: the provided Advocate-Defender is none other than the Father’s 
Beloved Son who Himself lived an impeccably righteous life in His humanity. 

 

Question:  Can a judicial action by the immutably holy Judge of all the earth ever be rescinded?   
Or, be might such judicial action ever be reversed by appeal? 

 

Answer:  No!  Never!   
 

Not only is our Intercessor-Defender righteous, but He has, in His incarnate humanity, personally 
accomplished a most stupendous work on the behalf of all ‘saved by faith’ sinners.   

 “He Himself is the propitiation for our sins”: “propitiation” is a word which speaks of the dull 
and complete satisfaction of the righteous penalty for sin, accomplished through an atoning 
sacrifice which is fully and eternally effectual in assuaging the wrath of God toward every sinner 
who repents and believes the Gospel.   

 

Having been once justified via the declarative judgment of the Father based on the sinner’s “believing” 
with “saving-faith” in the eternal sufficiency of the propitiatory sacrifice of the Son for sin, all such 
regenerate sinners are forever in a position of knowing, as a personal possession, “peace with God”. 
 

The very One who is the object of a regenerate sinner’s saving faith, the One in whom every regenerate 
sinner has “believed” unto salvation, this One stands continually at the bar of the infinitely holy Judge 
and there, with unfailing success, covers every sin committed by every person “born of God”.  And note, 
although this Judge is infinitely strict in justice and totally inflexible in righteousness, yet our Advocate-
Defender sustains the case of every sinner for whom the wrath of God has been comprehensively 
propitiated.  His is a propitiation accomplished through infinitely precious blood shed, per the strict 
requirement of the Father, in the place of and on the behalf of such sinners.  Thus, as the Father places 
every believing sinner “in Christ”, clothing them with the very righteousness of His Beloved Son – the 
One exalted and installed by the Father as the sinner’s Advocate-Intercessor-Defender – we can live out 
our walk of faith confident that our salvation is absolutely assured.  And why?  Because the propitiatory 
work of the Son is an eternally meritorious work.  There can never be even a single unsatisfied 
requirement ever levied against a sinner who has been “born of God” through the Spirit.   
 
 

Point #3: The Building of Assurance 
 

As noted at the beginning of this essay, assurance of salvation is a matter more of experience than one 
of objective fact, although yet always firmly resting on objective fact.  As the previous sections have 
given primary emphasis to the objective bases for assurance, the focus now shifts more toward the 
experiential side.  Now we readily acknowledge that the subjective aspect of our emotions, and 
especially the emotional side of assurance of salvation, are both real and vital to our experience of living 
out our faith-pilgrimage in this fallen world.  Yet, as God has created us, and as the diagram in the latter 
section exhibits, our experiences are largely the product of how we reason with our minds, and how we 
express those reasonings through willful actions of choice, in the arena of soul-tension which exists 
between the fleshly nature and the indwelling Spirit.   
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Thus, in order to bolster the subjective/experiential side of assurance, we must engage our minds and 
wills with some of those “calls” purposely issued by the Spirit of God as to how we reason and how we 
exercise our capacity of choice in regard to the ordering, by faith, steps in our walk of faith.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All who have been saved through believing the Gospel have received a holy, upward, and heavenly 
calling.  Further, those who have truly believed unto everlasting life carry an inner ‘soul sense’ of a 
personal need to engage in holy living.  Now, it is by investment in that calling, along with persistent 
engagement in those divinely ordered means for growth unto maturity of faith, that Spirit-fueled 
assurance of salvation is developed in a life – developed through our true life-relationship with God and 
that active and affirming ‘soul-witness’ by the Spirit of adoption.  These points are eloquently 
emphasized in the quotes appearing in the following section.  These quotes provide accent to the 
synergistic relationship between one’s pursuit of the call of God set forth in His Word and the blessed 
sweetness of confident assurance of salvation.   
 

Closing Quotes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“[For God] who has saved us and 
called us with a holy calling … 

according to His own purpose and 
grace which was granted us in Christ 

Jesus from all eternity,” 
II Timothy 1:9  

All who have been saved by believing the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ have received a ‘holy calling’.  Now, if one is living 
in a habitual pattern of sine there is a very serious question as 

to whether such a person has truly believed unto salvation. 
Those who have truly believed unto salvation carry an inner 

sense of their need to be engaged in holy living. 

“Brethren, … I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus,” 

Phil. 3:13-14  
“If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep 
seeking the things that are above, where Christ is, 
…  Set your mind on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth.  For you have died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in God.” 
Col. 3:1-3  

“Therefore, holy brethren, 
partakers of a heavenly calling, 
consider Jesus, the Apostle and 
High Priest of our confession.” 

 

“Take care, brethren,  
lest there should be in any one 

of you an evil, unbelieving 
heart, in falling away from  

the living God.” 
Hebrews 3:1, 12 

Those who have believed unto salvation carry a 
Spirit-sense calling them to focus and refine the 

desires and inclinations of their hearts … to 
engage in God-honoring pursuits.   

Believers are to “set their minds” in direction 
and focus on that which is distinctively 

“upward”, with an “upward tenor” prevailing in 
their motivations as they anticipate the great 

day of resurrection and meeting Christ. 

In their view of life, and in the ordering of their lives, believers are 
to recognize that, as this world is not their abiding home, they 

ought not allow earthly perspectives to gain a strangle hold on how 
they invest their lives.  Believers are but strangers and pilgrims 

here, looking rather for a “city with enduring foundations” and one 
“whose builder and maker is God”.  They are called to choose 

personal engagement in the means of grace (corporate worship, 
personal prayer, Bible study, communion with saints, kingdom 

service, acts of compassion with generosity, etc.), all of which will 
strengthen one’s faith, hope, and assurance of salvation. 

“Inconsistency of life is utterly destructive 
of peace of conscience.   

The two things are incompatible.” 
“There is a very close connection between 

true holiness and assurance.   
Where there is the most holiness, there is 

generally the most assurance.” 
Ryle (1877) 

“Would’st thou have thy hope strong?  Then keep the 
conscience pure: thou canst not defile one without 

weakening the other.  The godly person that is  
loose and careless in his holy walking will soon find his 
hope languishing.  ..  Say not that thou hast royal blood 
in thy veins, and are born of God, except though canst 

prove thy pedigree by daring to be holy.” 
Gurnall (1680) 
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Recall again the following words: 
“The greatest thing that we can desire, next to the glory of God, is our own salvation;  
and the sweetest thing we can desire is the assurance of our salvation.”  Caryl (1633) 

 
 
 

Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647) 
Q. 36:  What are the benefits which in this life do 
accompany or flow from justification, adoption, 

and sanctification? 
 

A.  The benefits which in this life do accompany or 
flow from justification, adoption, and 

sanctification, are, assurance of God’s love, peace 
of conscience, joy in the Holy Spirit, increase of 

grace, and perseverance therein to the end. 

Canons of Dort (1619)   
 

The Assurance of Election 
Article 12  

The elect in due time, though in various 
degrees and in different measures,  

attain to assurance of this their eternal 
and unchangeable election, not by 

inquisitively prying into the secret and 
deep things of God, but by observing in 
themselves, with spiritual joy and holy 
pleasure, the infallible fruits of election 

pointed out in the Word of God –– such as 
a true faith in Christ, filial fear,  

a godly sorrow for sin,  
a hungering and thirsting after 

righteousness, etc. 

Westminster Larger Catechism (1648) 
Q. 80:  Can true believers be infallibly assured that 
they are in the estate of grace, and that they shall 

persevere therein unto salvation?   
 

A.  Such as truly believe in Christ, and endeavor to 
walk in all good conscience before Him, may, 

without extraordinary revelation, by faith 
grounded upon the truth of God’s promises,  
and by the Spirit enabling them to discern in 

themselves those graces to which the promises of 
life are made, and bearing witness with their 

spirits that they are the children of God,  
be infallibly assured that they are in the estate of 
grace, and shall persevere therein unto salvation. 

Westminster Larger Catechism (1648) 
Q. 81:  Are all true believers at all times assured of 
their present being in the estate of grace, and that 

they shall be saved? 
 

A.  Assurance of grace and salvation not being of 
the essence of faith, true believers may wait long 

before they obtain it, and, after the enjoyment 
thereof, may have it weakened and intermitted, 
through manifold distempers, sins, temptations, 
and desertions; yet are they never left without 

such a presence and support of the Spirit of God as 
keeps them from sinking into utter despair. 

Canons of Dort (1619)   
 

The Perseverance of the Saints 
Article 8  
So it is not by their own merits or strength 
but by God's undeserved mercy that they 
neither forfeit faith and grace totally nor 
remain in their downfalls to the end and 

are lost.  With respect to themselves  
this not only easily could happen,  

but also undoubtedly would happen;  
but with respect to God it cannot  

possibly happen, since:  

 His plan cannot be changed,  
 His promise cannot fail,  
 the calling according to His 

purpose cannot be revoked,  
 the merit of Christ as well as His 

interceding and preserving cannot 
be nullified, and  

 the sealing of the Holy Spirit can 
neither be invalidated nor wiped 
out. 
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The Essential Content of Saving Faith 
1. Jesus, the virgin-conceived son of Mary, is the Son of God. 
2. Jesus lived a sinless (perfectly righteous) life in His humanity. 
3. Jesus, in His humanity, died on a cross to pay the ‘blood penalty’ of death for my sin.  
4. Jesus was buried and resurrected the 3rd day, the only conqueror of sin and death. 
5. Jesus is eternally alive, the only provided Substitute for sinners. 

 Jesus has satisfied God’s wrath for sin, allowing a believing sinner to escape  
eternal condemnation. 

 Jesus has provided the required righteousness, allowing a believing sinner  
to live before God.  

6. I believe that, by my placing a believing trust in Jesus alone as my Savior and Substitute,  
God will graciously save my soul and grant to me eternal life. 

7. I accept Jesus as my personal Saviour and Substitute – the One who died to satisfy God’s 
wrath for my sin, and the One who alone provided that perfect righteousness that God 
requires for eternal life.  

The Defining Essence of a “Faith That Saves” 
Faith, when used in regard to the Gospel and God’s saving work accomplished  

through His Beloved Son, consists of both a believing and a trusting:   
 believing with conviction that the content of the Gospel is true and trustworthy  

 trusting with a “whole-soul” dependence that the message of the Gospel is eternally valid 
and wholly effectual for my eternal salvation. 

 

Saving faith is a belief and trust concerning the true message of the Gospel that is awakened in 
the mind and will of a person by the Spirit through the means of His breathed out Word. 

 

Stated another way, the faith that saves and justifies a sinner is a confident trust in the 
redemptive work of the Lord Jesus Christ consisting of: 

 a true knowledge of the essential content of the Gospel 
 an intellectual acceptance of, plus agreement with, the truth of the Gospel 
 a resting ‘soul-confidence’ in Christ alone as personal Savior-Redeemer-Reconciler 
 a willful ‘life-commitment’ to follow Christ as personal Lord and Master. 

Quote:  Billy Graham, How to Be Born Again, Word Books, 1977, pp. 118-121. 
 

Picture a courtroom.  God the Judge is seated in the judge’s seat, robed in splendor. 
You are arraigned before Him.  He looks at you in terms of His own righteous nature 
 as it is expressed in the moral law.  He speaks to you: 

 

   GOD:  John/Mary, have you loved Me with all your heart? 
   JOHN/MARY:  No, Your Honor. 

   GOD:  Have you loved others as you have loved yourself? 
   JOHN/MARY:  No, Your Honor. 

   GOD:  Do you believe you are a sinner and that Jesus Christ died for your sins? 
   JOHN/MARY:  Yes, Your Honor. 

   GOD:  Then your penalty has been paid by Jesus Christ on the cross and you are pardoned.  …   
Because Christ is righteous, and you believe in Christ, I now declare you legally righteous. 

 

After John and Mary were pardoned the Judge invited them to come to live with Him forever. 
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Part 3:  Selected Salvation Witness Tools 
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Salvation: God’s Great Gift for Man’s Greatest Need 
 

#1 

 
 

#3 

 
 

#5 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

#2 

 
 

#4 

 
 

#6 

  



91 

 

 

Salvation: God’s Great Gift for Man’s Greatest Need (cont’d) 
 

#7 

 
 

#9 

 
 

#11 
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#12 
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Salvation: God’s Great Gift for Man’s Greatest Need (cont’d) 
 

#13 

 
 

#15 

 
 

#17 
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#18 
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Salvation: God’s Great Gift for Man’s Greatest Need (cont’d) 
#19 

 
 

#21 

 
 

#23 
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God’s Gospel as Declared in the Epistle to the Romans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For Christ is the end of the Law for 

righteousness to everyone who 

believes.”  Rom. 10:4 

Wrath 

toward 

Sin 

Peace 

toward 

Righteousness 

God 

Holy One 

What must man do to be right before God? 

Man’s helpless position before God 

“Being justified as a gift by His grace 

through the redemption which is in 

Christ Jesus; whom God displayed 

publicly as a propitiation in His blood 

through faith.”  Rom. 3:24-25a 

“If you confess with your mouth Jesus 

as Lord, and believe in your heart that 

God raised Him from the dead, you shall 

be saved; for with the heart man 

believes, resulting in righteousness, and 

with the mouth he confesses, resulting 

in salvation.”  Rom. 10:9-10 

“For the wages of sin is death, but 

the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Rom. 6:23 

“having now been justified by His blood, we 

shall be saved from the wrath of God through 

Him.  For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God through the death of His 

Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 

shall be saved by His life.”  Rom. 5:9-10 

“Now to the one who works, his wage is not 

credited as a favor, but as what is due.  But 

to the one who does not work, but believes 

in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is 

credited as righteousness.”  Rom. 4:4-5 

“He who did not spare His own Son, but 

delivered Him up for us all, how will He not 

also freely give us all things?  …  Christ Jesus is 

He who died, yes, rather who was raised from 

the dead, who is at the right hand of God, 

who also intercedes for us.”  Rom. 8:32, 34 

“For the wrath of God is revealed 
from heaven against all 

ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who suppress the truth in 

unrighteousness.”  Rom. 1:18 

“There is none righteous, not even one. 
For all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God.”  Rom. 3:10, 23 

“For while we were still helpless, at the 

right time Christ died for the ungodly.  …  

But God demonstrates His own love 

toward us, in that while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.”  Rom. 5:6, 8 

“There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in 

Christ Jesus.  For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus has set you free 

from the law of sin and death 
For what the Law could not do, weak 
as it was through the flesh, God did: 

sending His Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh and as an offering for sin, He 

condemned sin in the flesh, so that the 
requirement of the Law might be 

fulfilled in us, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, but according to 

the Spirit”.   Rom. 8:1-4 

“The Gospel is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone 

who believes.”  Rom. 1:16 

wrath 
propitiated 

(satisfied) 

sin imputed 

substitutionary

atonement 

righteousness imputed 

salvation by grace through faith 

“If Christ is in you, though the body 

is dead because of sin, yet the spirit 

is alive because of righteousness.  … 

if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, He 

who raised Christ Jesus from the 

dead will also give life to your 

mortal bodies through His Spirit 

who indwells you.”  Rom. 8:10-11 

 

“Therefore, having been justified by 

faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom also we have obtained 

our introduction by faith into this 

grace in which we stand, and we 

exult in hope of the glory of God.”  

Rom. 5:1-2 

 

Man’s saving position in Christ by grace through faith 

The Gospel of God is the good news 
relating how God, as a gift of His grace, 

provides means whereby man can be saved 
from the wrath he justly deserves because 

of sin.  This gift of salvation is made 
possible through the person and work of 

the Lord Jesus Christ who was “declared to 
be the Son of God with power by the 

resurrection from the dead, according to 
the Spirit of holiness.”  (Rom. 1:4) 
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The Way of Salvation as Revealed in Colossians 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He is the image 
of the invisible 

God 
the first-born 
from the dead 

Jesus Christ 

The Free 
Gift of God 

Wrath 

toward 
Sin 

NONE 
except 
Jesus 

ALL 
Mankind 

For He delivered us 
from the domain of 

darkness, and 

transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son, in whom we have 

redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

For it was the Father’s good pleasure … to 
reconcile all things to Himself, having made 

peace through the blood of His cross. 

And although you were  
formerly alienated  

and hostile in mind,  
engaged in evil deeds, 

 now reconciled you in His fleshly 
body through death, in order to  

present you before Him holy and 
 blameless and beyond reproach. 

As you therefore have 
received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk in Him 

in Him you have been  
made complete 

in Him you were also 
circumcised with a 

circumcision made without 
hands, in the removal of the 

body of the flesh by the 
circumcision of Christ; 

And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He made you alive together with Christ, having forgiven us all our 

transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees 
against us and which was hostile to us, having nailed it to the cross. 

Dead in Sin 

Col. 1:13-23; 2:6-15 

Peace 
toward 

Righteousness 

yet He has 

 
 
 
 


